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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LATEST SECURLTTY DEVELOPMENTS IN GULF DESCRIBED 
London AL“~HAWADITH in Arable No 1405, 7 Oct &3 pp 24-27 


[Article by "S.F.": "“Amertea Uncovers the Gaps in France's Position, and 
Paris Attacks the Logie of the Balance of Weakness in the Gulf!"] 


[Text] While the eyes of the world are fixed on Lebanon and the Lebanese 
war, the Gulf war 1s witnessing provocative developments and changes, signs 
of which have begun to surface, International interest in these developments 
beyan when a certain party leaked information on the French Super Etendard 
deal with Traq to the Paristan newspaper LE MONDE last June, Some say an 
offielal French source leaked the news, while others say that American 
Intelllgence obtained the details of the Iraqi-French contract and then 
leaked the information to the press through a French source, 





When the deal was confirmed and {ts details and the dates for the delivery 
of the five atreraft, which belong to the French navy and are outfitted 
with the Exocet missiles they require, were learned, lengthy discussions 
and conversations went on between Washington and Paris, At the same time, 
the Amerfcan Government put pressure on the French Government to stop or 
freeze the Super Etendard deal, ‘The American Government used the pretext 
that Gulf states were worried about this development, since it would expose 
them to Iranian retribution, It said these countries also wanted to freeze 
the matter! 


(he Americans told the French that Iraq's acquisition of the Super Etendard 
atreraft, outfitted with Exocet missiles, would give its forces a qualita- 
tive strategic and military advantage, enabling it to destroy the vital 
lrantan of] targets on Khark Island, ‘They said Iran would not stand with 

its hands bound in the face of this, If it were impossible for it to respond 
to the Traqi challenge in Iraq, 1t would do so by taking action against the 
other Gulf states and the Western oil interests in the Gulf. 








lhe French replied that though the French deal would give Iraq a military 
advantage, the current situation gave [ran an economic one, thereby enabling 
it to continue fighting the war and rejecting both peace ard entry into 
negotiations for ending the war, They sald that this in turn posed a 

danger to the Gulf states and the West's ofl interests. The French said as 
well that it was unreasonable for Iran to continue exporting ofl at the 

rate of 2 million barrels a day and so continue to obtain surplus roign 














exchanpe, whtle traq had almost ceased exporting and the Iraqi Government 
wis unable to pa itu debts to Western governments and « ompanle he Conse 

quentiy, France's decision to ylve Traq advanced, longeranye alreratt was 
not intended to harm tran so much as Lt was meant to pressure the lrantan 
Government and so force it to negot late about ending the war, 


As part of the AmerteaneFrench discussion on the subject of the aircraft 

and thelr implications tor developments In che war, American Intellivence 
officers yave thelr counterparts in French intelligence a complete tolder 

on tran's capability to contront this change, The folder contained photo- 
yraphe taken by Amertean spy and Information-yathering satellites, the 
Americans told the French that these pletures showed clearly that the 
Iranian Alr torce had moved most of Its remaining fighter and bomber 
aireratt to tran's southern alr bases, Vrom there, as the American officers 
said, they would be able to strike the ofl flelds and installations tn 

most countries of the Gulf! 


The Amertoan officers opened another folder of satellite photographs and 

told the French that it showed the Trantlan oceupation of Larak Island in 
Onant waters near the Straits of Horinuz, This was confirmed by the newspaper 
AL JUMHUKRTYAH AL-TSLAMIYAH last week, when It published a news item about 

the landing of 600 Irantan soldflers on the Island, where a military base 

was tomediately set up opposite the coast of Oman and the UAE, ‘The Americans 
sald that this Iranian military presence between Oman and the UAl was 
lntended to close the Stratts of Hormuz in case of dire necessity, thereby 
preventing the Gull's ofl trom betng shipped abroad by means of tankers, 

A lesser yvoal could be to control shipptiayg in the Straits of Hormuz In 

order to hatass ships carrying elvilian and military cargos to traq vila 

the port of the reyion! 


lhe American off tcers then opened a third folder for thelr French colleagues, 
lt held satellite pletures showlng new -ranitan installations for exporting 
Oll trom distant, southern ports, The Americans sald that these installa- 
tions tormed an -rantan precaution against the Super Etendard planes, should 
they be used to strike the ftacilittes on Khark Island, The new facilities 
would be far outside the range of the aforementioned planes, should they 

be based at traqi airfields, Basing them at Gulf airftlelds c'ose to lran's 
southern ports is considered unlikely, In the opinion of the American 
Officers, this decreases the strategic and military advantage which the 
Super Etendard alreratt give traq's armed forces, A gap 1s opened tn the 
Freneh logtle on the basts ot which it was decided to give these planes to 
lraq. 


The Americans told the Freneh that this was not the only serious hole in 
thelr logle. Rather, they sald there were others of no Less importance, 
France had tnittially supposed that Iran would not be able to respond to 
this step, and that economies, as embodied in the exporting of petroleum 
and the financlal returns earned from it were the basis of Iran's insistence 
on continuing the war. Consequently, Tran would come to the negotiating 
table only if it telt real economle destruction! 











The French Listened to these American points and said they had no objection 
to postponing the delivery of the planes to Iraq for a period of time, 
verhaps the media noise concerning the subject would die down. the Iraqi 
fliers would be given more of a chance to train. However, at the same 
time, they responded to the aforementioned American analysis by discussing 
the lrantan position on the assumption that the Americans had exagpyerated 
the magnitude of ltran's confrontational ability. 


The French said that they believed that Iran's threats to strike the ol] 
installations in the Gulf countries and close the Straits of Hormuz to 
international shipping were a kind of blackmail which would not be able to 
stand up in the face of military facts on the ground, They said that the 
Gulf countries, some of which have French-made weapons and alrcraft, were 
at least able to defend their Installations if they wanted, If they did not 
want to, due to political considerations, then the Western all les--America, 
France and britain--had a huge naval and air force in the international! 
waters near to and around the Gulf which could deal with the [rantan threat 
In a decisive and effective manner, 


This potnt whieh the lrench raised was accepted by the Americans in principle, 
However, they said that its basic flaw was a failure to take into account 
the Soviet Union, which possesses a huge military force on Iran's northern 
border, In expressing thelr reservations about this French argument, the 
Americans sald that France had to recall that the government of the Islamic 
Republic in lran, under the leadership of Khomeyni, had canceled all the 
forelyn treaties contracted in previous eras except for the Sovilet+lranian 
treaty of 1921, It was content to cancel only two clauses of this treaty, 
The Americans said that the Soviet-Iranian treaty of 1921 gave the Soviet 
Union the right to enter Iran's territory if it felt its security to be 
threatened by a third force intervening in Iran, ‘This was the only excuse 
Stalin used when he ordered the Soviet Army to march against [ran in August 
1941, during the Second World War. The Soviet march against lran came only 
2 months atter the forces of the Allies marched isto Syria and Lebanon in 
order to expel the Vichy government, with support from the American fleet 
stationed off the Lebanese coast. This operation was known as "Exporter." 
AL=HAWADITH referred to it 2 weeks ago, when the American Government decided 
to reinforce its fleet off the Lebanese coast by adding the battleship 

"New Jersey." This was after the Americans decided to open fire from the 
sea on Lebanese territory during the battle of the Mountain. 


The Americans said that any decision by the naval forces of the Western 
allies in the region of the Gulf to come to blows with [ran would give the 
Sovlet Union a pretext for intervening in Lran, where its influence has 
decreased considerably recently. There are two reasons for this. On the 
one hand, the Lrantan authorities have struck out at the Communist Tudeh 
Party. On the other, a rapprochement has begun to occur between Tehran 
and Washington, while the financlal problems between the two countries 
left over from the embassy crisis in the time of President Carter have 
been solved. 














In this discussion, the Amerlecans emphasized diplomatic and military tactics 
which atm to contain a mobile regional power by giving It a greater deyree 
of intluence in Its vital zone, as happened in Lebanon recently, In this 
reyard, they sald thac glving Syria a greater degree of influence tn 

Lebanon was what had enabled Washington to arrange the ceasefire agreement. 
They sald that glving Iran a greater degree of influence in the Gulf was, 

in thelr estimation, the key to the solution there, or, at least, the key 

to arranging a similar ceasefire agreement! 


At this point, a heated discussion began of all the strategie details In 

the possession of the two sides, or the two main partners interested In 

the Lebanese war and the Gulf war, America and France, The French said that 
America's logic would Lebanonize the Gulf and expose the Gulf states to 
internal disturbances, as happened in Lebanon, The French opened a folder 
containing serious information on this matter, in order to confirm their 
polnt of view, 


This Freneh Information pointed out that arms caches had been discovered 

in at least one Gulf country, and that there was a core of armed militias 

in those countries whose membership was no less than 5,000, The tnformation 
pointed out that some Iranian subjects in the Gulf had at least personal 
arms, while some had more than that. ‘The tnformation stated as well that 
the Irantan authorities, perhaps with Inside help, had recently obtained 
real, non-talsified Iraqi and Gulf passports, just as happened with Lebanese 
passports between 19/6 and 1980, 


lhe Information also said that the [Iranians were currently active in Europe, 
especlally in Madrid, Athens, Rome and London, As for their activity in 
Paris, it was at a minimum, due to the attention the French security 
authorities had given this activity since French-lrantan relations became 
tense, Iranian activity in the aforementioned European capitals--especially 
that of Ambassador Ibrahim Bahnam in Athens and Ambassador Khasro Shahi in 
Kome=-ftocuses on Gulf students, whom it reached through the |slamic 
educational institutes which have been opened there, Financlal and cultural 
incentives are offered to the students, "so that the instruction is an 
introduction to training," as one of the reports said. It named a number 

of Gulf students who traveled to Iran for this purpose with Iranian passports! 





According to this information, lLran is readying and training a group of 
frogmen who specialize in explosive operations in marine areas. 


In this analysis of theirs, the French point to Iran's successful exploita- 
tion of the Gulf states’ fears in establishing a special relationship with 

a Gulf country. The relationship has developed so far that this country 
has become a "recognized intercessor" for Iran in its Gulf relations. 

In this regard, one report says, "This type of special relationship provides 
no assured protection, for it 1s a tactical relationship between a strong 
party and a weak one. As the special tactical relationship between some 
Lebanese factions and Israel has shown, such a relationship between a 

strong party and a weak one does not turn an enemy into an ally. Rather, it 
helps to make matters more complex, when the security situation becomes 

more explosive and serious." 
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ALGERIA 


r ‘Se MINE ) 
Aigiers EL MOUDJAHTD in French 5 Dec 83 p le 
Article The Overall 1984 Foreign Trade Plan Approved By the Council of 
Minister The Government Adopts Implementing Texts for Laws Regirding 


OC LAI 


security and a Draft Decree Relating to Private Domestic Investment 


in the he Estate Sector 
Text gir (APS }--The Council of Ministers met yesterday, 4 Decembe: 
. t the office of the president, and the meeting was chaired by “4r Chad]: 
Herd \« pre lent of Algeria and secretary genera! of tne FLN Party. 
urn t Ministe listened to a report bw the prime minister o 
ve Tie r* TiN Tie 
“ ‘ ntormec the council wwour The Visit he ust wilt 
it wt int the new dynamic impetus Deling given * ger 
‘ thie nie? ‘f Tats ‘'y Tw wi our? 
« ‘ etary Tate 7 Tore ile 
ere nm ppreve The ver ore ig 
‘ at rahe mf : 3 he ? Pe 
ve Peri ta ’ ‘ts ' 
~T yay i » & 
’ : »? 
e* 











In concluding the proceedings, the Algerian president reiterated his guidelines 
for carrying out the overall 1984 foreign trade plan so as to maximize 
non-hydrocarbon exports and limit imports to the goods essential to the smooth 
functioning of the economy and to meeting the basic needs of citizens. 


The chief of state emphasized the need to work out a genuine export plan for 
the entire domestic production sector. 


Based on a report of the minister of planning and national development, the 
Council of Ministers considered and approved several cases of financial! 
restructuring within the energy (3 companies), hydraulics (4 companies), 
housing (20 companies), culture (1 company), and health (1 company) sectors. 


In accordance with the approach decided on, the measures approved for al! 
of those cases involve, firstly, internal actions within the company meant 
to improve their management and operation. The measures are concerned with 
the objectives set for the companies such as hikes in production and cuts 
in expenditures, particularly in the areas of setting up inventories and 
debt collection. Secondly, they involve permanent and temporary assistance 
endowments to enable the companies to have their own capital and attain an 
adequate ieve! of funds for stabilizing their financial situation. 


hased on a report of the minister of finance, the Council of Ministers 
considered and approved a bill relating to the finance laws. 


This bi establishes the legal framework for the introduction, the contents, 
the passage and the regulatory administration of finance laws. and it wil)! 

supplement the bodw of laws already in place in order to make it possibie t 
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These regulatory texts specify the requirements and modalities for obtaining 
the different social security allowances. 


The texts also provide the crganization for the temporary administration of 
social security until restructuring of the social security sector is implemented. 


The Council of Minasters considered and approved a draft decree relating to 
the promotion of private investment in real estate. 


The real estate sector promotion is legally based on the provisions of Law 
No S2-l1 of 21 August 1982 relating to private domestic investment, and it 
requires the establishment of an appropriate legal mechanism and the lifting 
of some constraints, particularly in connection with the allocation of the 
necessary plots of land for the construction of buildings for rental! or legal] 
transter purposes. The provisions of the abovementioned draft decree meet 
that concern. 








Ihe Council of Ministers listened to a report presented by the minister of 
planning and nationa! development assessing the implementation of Law No 82-11 
of 21 August 19*2 relating to private domestic investment. 


Thus, during the period from May to October 1983, 452 projects amounting to 
» total of 1,352 million dinars were approved, giving rise to the creation 


5 
“i130 new jobs. 


The Council of Ministers took note of the main trends in approved private 
investment during that period, at both the national approval committee and 
wWliay ipproeval committee ieveis. After that the Council of Ministers made 
erie tf decisions te stimulate the process of making aquiy approved privat« 
investment hy ifting the constraints of a hwreaucratic nature which continue 
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On the occasion of that report the Algerian president stressed the necessity 
to continue the iocal development effort, and he especially emphasized the 
need to, on the one hand, encourage any activity that can add to development 


in the agricultural sector and, on the other hand, show sustained interest 
in smali-scale fellahin. 
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ALGERIA 


PROBLEMS OF NEW LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS PLANT 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 47, 2] Nov 83 p ll 





(Text } The state of the world market for liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) may make it hard for Algeria to use to the full 
new LPG capacity which will soon be going into product 
ion. It could, however mean that Algeria wil! find itself 
becoming the swing producer for LPG much in the same 
way Saudi Arabia is OPEC's swing producer of crude oi! 
Four LPG units, each with a capacity of | millon tonnes 
a year are being built at Arzew on the coast near Oran 
the first of which is due to come on stream this month 
with the rest next year. They will boost capacity by 4 
milbon tonnes a year enabling Sonatrach. the state-owned 
hydrocarbons combine, te raise LPG exports from jus! 
under | million tonnes this vear to an estimated | © mi! 
lion next vear and up to ‘4.5 million tonnes by 194¢ 

However, cnly 1S million tonnes of LPC are tre 
internationally every vear, including 13 millon tonne: 
bought by Japan According to one estimate. there vv : 
70 per cent chance thet LPG output next veer will 
stnp demand in premium markets such as those for hor 
heating A wew report entitied //) Maerker and |» 

The Critical Years, | 98) .86 argues that once the prem 
merkets are caturated LPC, would hawe to cormmrete wu 
naphtha a a petrochemical feed: k entailne t 

of a steep fall in the price of 1) 
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1983 An added anomaly was that under Saudi Arabia's 
contract with the Japar.ese, the pnce should have fallen 
to about $200 per tonne to match the cut in OPEC crude 
oil prices from $34 to $29 per barrel 

Japan is interested in increasing its imports of LPG 
and condensates from Algeria. Indeed the new LPG plant 
at Arzew is being built by Japan's Iskikawajima Harima 
Heavy Industries. And higher imports of Algenan hvydro- 
carbons should help Japanese exporters to improve their 
position in the growing Algerian market 

The report cited above says the best estimate for 
Algeria's LPG exports in 1984 is 1.9 million tonnes, but 
stresses that this is a tentative reckoning for sales that 
could range between 1.2 million and 2.8 million tonnes 
The Algenans have hewed to a hard line on pricing for 
their exports of crude oil and natural gas, they are unlikely 
to let their LPG exports go for a song. If as a result, they 
are forced to cut back LPG exports and output, they could 
reinyect the LPG, retain it in the natural gas shipped to 
Italy through the Trans-Mediterranean pipeline or store 
in aquifers 

Since the extra production capacity Algena acquires 
over the next three vears may be enough to create surplus 
supplies of LPG in the world market, Algeria may find 
itself in the position of swing producer, regulating its 
output to avert a drastic erosion in proces 





























































































































VARIOUS OPPOSITION LEADERS DISCUSS FORMATION OF COALITION 
London AL~SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 30 Oct 83 p 3 


[Article: "The Egyptian Opposition Prepares To Form ‘Shadow Governments! '; 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT and the Three Opposition Heads in a Frank Conversation" ] 


[Text] The Committee of Egyptian National Forces for the Defense of Democracy 
has demanded a "written response" from Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the Egyptian 
prime minister, to the eight demands spelled out by the first deélaration the 
committee issued, at its first meeting, for continuing the course of democracy 
and changing the Egyptian opposition parties’ position on boycotting the com- 
ing People's Assembly elections. 


Mustafa Kamil Murad, chairman of the Liberal Party, who requested the "written 
response" of the Egyptian prime minister during his latest meeting with him 
last Wednesday, stated that he received an absolute promise, which he conveyed 
to the committee of Egyptian National Forces, that he would receive a "written 
response" from the government before the committee's second meeting, which is 
to be held on Friday 4 November. He said that he requested to meet President 
Mubarak to talk to him on this subject. 


Commenting on the committee's statement and the position of Egypt's ruling Na- 
tional Party, on the convocation of its first meeting, the chairman of the 
Liberal Party said, "it was absolutely not the objective to discuss President 
Mubarak's leadership or detract from Muhy-al-Din's cabinet. Rather, we were 
fully serious about the substance of the title, which is ‘Committee for the 
Defense of Democracy.’ We sent an invitation under this title to the ruling 
National Party, but it did not send representatives; had it honored the es- 
sence of the meeting, which had absolutely no relationship to politics, its 
representatives would have attended and would have spoken with us." 


The chairman of the Liberal Party (the domestic capitalist wing of the Egyp- 
tian opposition) added that the subjects of discussion in the coming second 
meeting of the Committee for the Defense of Democracy, which is to be held at 
the Liberal Party's headquarters in nairo, will be determined on the basis of 
the content of the government's anticipated written response to the opposition's 
second demands, considering that it wants total democracy for Egypt. The gov- 
ernment's response might lead to the presentation of the notion of an opposi- 
tion party boycott of the coming People's Assembly elections, as was the case 
with the elections to the Consultative Assembly. 
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ral iirm ' the Socialist Labor Party, saic, The Committee 
t tine elens« ” racy in Egypt has tormed its permanent secretariat, 
wh i wet eve weeks and in which all tendencies will be repre- 
gente Muhammac Hilmi Murad, the vice chairman of the Labor Party, will 
assume the responsibilities of rapporteur of this secretariat, which will be 
defined in light of the changes, the government's response to the opposition 
demands and the points of discussion in the anticipated second meeting of 
opposition parties and Egyptian nationalist forces and personalities.’ 
Khalid Muhyi-ai-Din, the chairman of the Progressive Unionist Grouping party, 


asserted that the Committee for the Defense of Democracy, as initially agreed 
upon, represents an on going relationship between the forces which consider 
democracy as their primary and just cause. 


In this context, the chairman of the Grouping party sees the necessity of 
supporting the cause by going down among the people and forming a public opin- 
ion supportive of democracy through conferences and declarations and through 
the signing of petitions which the opposition sends to the political leader= 
ship and which will assert the masses’ belief in the demand that free valid 
elections be held which are truly expressive of various opinions and orienta- 
tions." 


[We asked] ‘Haven't the recent Consultative Assembly elections given a re- 
assuring indication concerning the credibility of the announcement on the at- 
tendance rates and the results? These turned out to be totally different from 
what was announced before and was characterized by a faisification of the 
truth. Can you also say that there was an aversion to participation in the 
elections on the part of the people?" 


The Turnout Was 3 Percent 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din replied, "The turnout was in no way greater than 3 per- 
cent; it was not 51 percent, as was announced. I was in al-Minya and went 
through 12 villages, and I confirmed that. You need simply know that in the 
Heliopolis District, which has 3,000 boxes in five precincts, only 30 citi- 
zens witnessed the Consultative Assembly elections.” 


Mustafa Kamil Murad replied, "What happenéd was just a change in tactics, not 
in falsification. Throughout the history of elections in Egypt, the turnout 
has been no greater than 24 percent in the towns and 35 percent in the rural 
areas. That happened in 1924. What I can state is that the recent Consulta- 
tive Assembly elections had a turnout of only 9 percent in Cairo. If the 
elections had been by personal identity card, as was requested, the number 

of people registered in the election rolls would have been 24 million.” 


Ibrahim Shukri replied, ‘What is certain is that there were conditions bear- 
ing on the exercise of democracy in Egypt, foremost among them the issue of 

the elections, whose procedures we want to correct. This will be one of the 
essential points to be presented before the second general conference of the 
Labor Party, which is to be held on the 23rd and 24th of next month. The 
party's decision on whether or not to enter the elections for the next People's 
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Aseembiy, even under current conditions, is an issue which neither the party 
chairman nor its executive committee, but rather the genera! conference, wili 
decide. 


[We stated! ‘However, the opposition's statement sets out a precondition 

for entering the coming elections: the need to eliminate the system of elec- 
tion by absolute party lists and cenditional proportions and to return to the 
Old system of elections considering that it is in your opinion compatible with 
the constitution. At the same time the ruling party wonders why there is op- 
position to and fear over the stipulation that one attain a proportion of 8 
percent of the total votes of the voters, if the party [the Labor Party] in- 
deed enjoys popular support." 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman replied, "If our aspirations in the Labor 
Party, stopped at just that percentage, it would be more appropriate that the 
party not enter the elections at all, and that we hold off to another later 
campaign. 1 can say that it was not in our minds to obtain at least 50 per- 
cent or not to enter the elections. The question is related to the need to 
establish sound methods of conduct related to a given party. I can imagine, 
for example, that a party would obtain 75 percent of the votes in an entire 
district, and the voters have the right to be represented by those who ob- 
tained this percentage, so why should we turn around and link it to the number 
of votes in the republic, though the voters in that district do not have any 
relationship to the other districts in Egypt? This way of thinking would be 
sound and acceptable @f the party lists were basically filed all over the 
republic. When, however, the filing is by district, it is not permissible 
to turn around and link it to the whole republic. On the issue of popular 
support, the answer is that we are defending proper constitutional condi- 
tions, and, perhaps as a result of a single party's dominance of government 
for 30 years, (not to speak of the fact that we are now under a quasi-single 
party headed by the president which contains ministers and governors), I can 
say that perhaps the opposition party may not have among the masses, under 
the influence of these pressures, in a given area or number of areas, so why 
should we keep it from being represented in the district which supports its 
program? And how can we take our message everywhere, when we are working 
with an ineffective method that is more than 50 years old, and when we are 
compelled to hold dozens of small conferences for 100 or 200 citizens, be- 
cause the opposition benefits from any location from which it can reach the 
citizens? We are faced with a monumental task. When we ask for an oppor- 
tunity to appeal on TV, because it is more beneficial than a thousand con- 
ferences, we are met with ridicule about the request as if the political 
leaders want to become stars." 


The Issue of Free Elections 
The chairman of the Grouping Party replied, "The basic issue is not in the 
8 percent ratio; rather, it is an issue of holding free elections in which 


you can get close to power and offer the people a sound opportunity to express 
their opinions. One of the most important guarantees is that the elections 
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be held by personal identity card that the voter sign or make 4 mark by hi: 
name, and that the number on his card be recorded, to prevent empty spaces 
which do not have voters from being filled up. On top of this, there is the 
need to raise the punishment for fraud to hard labor, so public officials 
will be aware of its serious nature. The issue whether our party will enter 
the next elections has not been decided yet; I can say that if the election 
conditions remain as they are, we will not enter the elections." 


The chairman of the Liberal Party replied, "The stipulation of the 8 percent 
ratio is unquestionably a difficult ome, because we cannot enter elections 

in every governorate. We tried that in 12 governorates in the Consultative 
Assembly elections, and we got 2.5 percent of the vote. How can we ask for 
the 8 percent when we are prevented from having conferences, except within 
the walls of the party headquarters, and do not have daily papers? We cannot 
get in contact with the broad masses through television in any way in order 
to carry on a dialogue with them which ought to deal with their problems on 

a daily basis and, alongside those, the programs which the parties propound 
in order to solve them." 


/We asked/ "Isn't it in the interests of the masses as a whole quickly to 
abort to the abyss of violence and terror--a policy the opposition statements 
condemn with the demand that the emergency law be abrogated, in spite of the 
fact, which experience in applying it for 2 years has confirmed, that it has 
been used only to cope with cases of terror, in a manner which corresponds 

to other similar indeed more stringent laws in countries which have been 
familiar with the most deep-rooted democracy, such as Britain, which is now 
applying a law whose goal is to fight terror?" 


In his defense of the opposition demand, Mustafa Kamil Murad wondered, "What 
can guarantee us that the government will not at any time resort to the use 
of the emergency law in cases other than this? Wouldn't it be more proper 
for us to go back to normal, constitutional conditions? Even Poland, in 
spite of all the political vexations and problems it is suffering from, has 
abrogated martial law, and conditions in Egypt are stable, praise be to God. 
Why can't we give the freedom to establish parties and issue newspapers and 
follow up on and hold people to account through the laws the constitution 
approves? The parties' current mediocre resources in getting in contact with 
the base, because of the ruling party's practices and the resources of the 
Socialist Union it has taken over, are one of the reasons for the emergence 
of extremist groups. However, holding extremists to account by law will 
never bring about what they call a quick abortion." 


Many people wonder what led to the creation of the Committee for the Defense 
of Democracy. The chairman of the Liberal Party replied in this manner: 
"Democracy, apart from programs or policies--I was one of the revolutionaries 
who launched the revolution with 'Abd~al-Nasir. They corrected the revolution 
under al-Sadat, and all my party, along with the other opposition parties, 
wants now is for normal and constitutional conditions to return to Egypt." 
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The chairman of the Labor Party replied, "The proverb says, ‘What threw you 
against the man? He replied, the orders were from him.’ I have no explana- 
tion other than that." 


The chairman of the Grouping Party replied, "Doesn't Egypt deserve to have 
all forces join together for the sake of its primary, just cause, democracy’ 


/wWe asked / "Is it possible that these positions within the Egyptian opposi- 
tion might increase in the near future, to the point where it will form 
"shadow cabinets?"'"’ 


Ibrahim Shukri declared, "To a political party which presents itself to the 
masses through a specific program for serving the people, the formation of a 
shadow cabinet must be relevant. At the first party conference, we reviewed 
specific policies, and in the next conference, on 23 and 24 November, we will 
review papers related to some new points. After the stage of policies there 
will of necessity come a stage of personalities who will assume responsibil- 
ities. The shadow cabinet will be based on them, although what concerns us 
at present for the most part is that a climate arise where there will be op- 
portunities for everyone to express opinions, at which time the whole stage 
will not belong to the National Party.” 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din declared, “Although neither the Comminist nor the Social- 
ist Party in Italy, for example, has a shadow cabinet, and although the op- 
position in most countries of the world has no shadow cabinets, except for 
Britain, where the Laborites and the Conservatives exchange governments, the 
idea has been relevant to our party in the last 3 years. We have a good 
nucleus for a shadow cabinet. Every party in the world distributes responsi- 
bilities among its leaders. We have personnel of the highest caliber in our 
midst in the Grouping Party. We have an economic group that contains 12 
specialized economists who are among the strongest economists in Egypt, 
headed by Dr Isma'il Sabri ‘Abdallah. We have ‘Abd-al- ‘Azim Anis, who leads 
the Education Section, we have the Foreign and Arab Relations Committee, of- 
fices for workers and professionals, and the top expert on housing in Egypt, 
Dr Milad Hanna, who recently presented a recommendation which was adopted in 
the Housing Committee, and we have copious studies on peasants and the 
Egyptian rural areas, committees on religious and social affairs, and a 
women's federation. 


"This means that the Grouping Party, with the membership of the greatest num- 
ber of personnel who are able to set out pclicies and solutions to issues, 
and to evaluate countervailing policies carried out by the ruling party--this 
is a very good nucleus for the formation of a shadow cabinet, but our 
struggle now, ahead of that, is to guarantee that free elections to the next 
People's Assembly are held." 


The Idea Has Been Discussed Since 1976 


Mustafa Murad declared, "The idea has been discussed in the Liberal Party 
since 1976, and the party was the first to call for it. At present, we 
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are in the process of forming a cabinet, but this process will take some 
time, in order for the necessary personnel to become fully provided. At 
the present time, there actually are leaders of the highest caliber of exper: 
tise in the areas of agriculture, economics, trade, finance, industry and 
education, but some time mist pass in order to come up with the necessary 


remaining personnel for forming 4 shadow government. That is something tha! 
strong parties can engage in." 


11887 
CSO: 4504/64 
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VOTER ATTITUDES, TENDENCIES IN AL=MINYA REVIEWED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2890, 31 Oct 83 pp 26-29, 51 


[Article by ‘Isam ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz: “In Al-Minya the Elections Are Heated and 
the Streets Are Quiet!" ] 


[Text] The wheels of the elections are turning. The elections to the Consul- 
tative Assembly have ended, as have the elections to the union committees, 
and it is now the turn of the local assembly elections. 


We went to al-Minya. We chose the hard road, and decided that the talk 
should be stripped of everything but the truth. We recorded a picture of 
full dimensions. We conveyed it from the stone benches in the villages and 
the coffee houses in the public squares, from the insides of offices, among 
officials, and from the midst of the fields and alongside the waterwheels 
with the peasants. 


Before a battery-operated casette recorder hanging from the trunk of a tree 
alongside one of the waterwheels irrigating farmland, we sat with some 
farmers, recording their views and opinions. 


Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qadir Idris, a farmer: 


"All our lives we have realized that elections are good, but this business 
about the lists is not understood. Someone told me that they are by appoint- 
ment, that is, that the people in the government enter the elections separ- 
ately and win by acclaim. That is, there are no elections." 


Another farmer, by name of Khalil ‘Abd-al-Jabir, said, 


"These elections are supposed to be held so that we can choose people who 

speak for the people, but in the elections to the people's assemblies when 
people win in the elections by acclaim, and the people do not choose then, 
who exactly then are the people who win speaking for? 


"T don't understand how this process works!" 


A third farmer, name of ‘Atiyah 'Abd-al-Qadir, said: 
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important tact, which is that peasants, deep down, cart 
,JOUO years and are aware, °% an astonishing degree, of the 
the game, but do not take part in it, because the game, as 
(, has no taste to it! 
t Enter a Losing Contest 


ftee shop in Palace Square in al-Minya Governorate, we sat down with 
r lbrahim Abu ‘Awf, secretary of the Grouping Party in the governorate, and 
recorded this conversation: 


uestion] How did the elections go in al-Minya Governorate? > 


He said, “Al-Minya is an old feudalistic region in which the elections are 
contingent on groups and families. Leadership positions are divided up among 
families, and the strong parties, before the revolution, in spite of their 
influence, could insinuate themselves into the al-Minya area only through 
the balance of forces among groups! 


"Even the ‘authorities'' organizations after the July revolution, starting 
with the Liberation Rally, then the National Union and the Socialist Union, 
all chose their leaders in al-Minya through groups and the calculated balan- 


cing of forces among the various families. 


"After the 1967 setback, a new stage started, in which the Socialist Union 
tried to meet with the man in the street as much as possible, without 
letting the left or the right get a chance to attract any part of the 
attention of the man in the street. 


"With the parties, though, the position was different. In my opinion, the 
elections that took place under the aegis of Mamduh Salim's cabinet were 
democratic to a large degree. The various political forces managed to ex- 
press themselves in them to some extent. 


"Even in these elections, the groups had a profound influence on the choice 
and the success of candidates." 


[Question] What is the Grouping Party's position on the elections to the 
local people's assemblies? 
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ie ; Supervising the acti 


irsencies i the vernorate, in order not to Lash with thes 
ey realize numerous benefits for themselves. Among the 
eople's assembly are ordinary employees who have realized 
iin their tor themselves, and others who have realized personal 
In this form of mutual benefits, a communality of interests has arisen 
between the members of the people's assembly and the executive agencies in 
the Governorate of al-Minya. Therefore, absolute lists were the most suita- 
ble election method in keeping with this pattern of interests which makes up 


the local assembly. 
The People's Assembly Only! 


|Question] Notwithstanding our extreme respect for all “progressive” views, 
what, frankly, is the real magnitude of the leftist presence in al-Minya? 
This is because there are people who classify the Grouping Party as a party 
which is isolated from the masses, and state that the failure to enter the 
local people's assembly elections in al-Minya was proof in practice that the 
party in al-Minya has only a small headquarters, a sign bearing its name, 
and a very limited number of members! 


After a long, argumentative discussion, Dr Ibrahim Abu ‘Awf admitted the 
following: 


He said, "The Grouping Party does not enjoy popularity in the Governorate of 
al-Minya, because the farmers represent the overwhelming majority of the 
population and they .re totally subject to the religious figures, who char- 
acterize the left as apostasy and atheism." 


He said, "The Grouping Party does not have the ability to enter a number of 
election campaigns all in one sequence -- the Consultative Assembly, the 
labor unions and the local people's assemblies -- because it is trying to 
gather together all its forces and concentrate them on a single election 
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eretore the election campaign which is the most just and important is now 
the one to elect the members of the People's Assembly!" 


He added, "Family and human relations gevern the course of events in any 
election.campaign in al-Minya. Therefore, it would have been better not to 
enter the elections to the local people's assemblies as well as the elec- 
tions to the Consultative Assembly, because our entering into these elec- 
tions will not bring any political benefits but will negatively affect the 
relations between the members of the Labor Party and the political leaders 
of various tendencies in al-Minya." 


|Question] It is said that the volume of membership in the Labor Party in 
al-Minya is so limited that the party cannot draw up lists by which to enter 
the local people's assemblies in al-Minya. What is your view? 


He said, “That is talk whose aim is to spread unjustified doubts about the 
party's abilities. In the Governorate of al-Minya we in the Labor Party have 
more than 2,000 members, and we can draw up the lists needed to enter 
elections to the local people's assemblies from them. At least, we would 
have been able to draw up lists by which to enter the elections in some 
districts. 


"However, as I said, our failure to enter the elections to the local peo- 
ple's assemblies in the Governorate of al-Minya is an assertion of our 
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not clash with their candidates. 


"However, this system has disappeared, and the people who want to run as 
candidates cannot submit applications for candidacy as individuals. Indeed, 
it now is the new system that each party will take a list containing the 
names of its candidates to the office receiving applications for candidacy 
to the people's assemblies. 


"The election campaign depended on the man in the street, but has now moved 
into the parties, which determine candidates by party lists. 


"Fach candidate presents his party with an application for candidacy. The 
higher political leaders in each party determine the names the party list 
will contain. 
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“There are no negative features in filling the local council; if thefe are, 

we wish that our people, the people of al-Minva, would tell us about then. 

"Flections by absolute lists are a system which the law stipulates, and we 


ire people who respect the law. 

"The flaws in direct free elections are numerous. The most serious of them 
is that groups might promote personnel who might not be appropriate. The 
party lists are better, because they limit the influence of these groups. 


"We had hoped that the opposition parties would enter the elections to the 
people's assemblies, because competition among the parties would bring out 
the best personnel. Unfortunately, however, the opposition parties do not 
have a base or a real, effective prsence in the Governorate of al-Minya. 


"The accusation that the local people's assembly members are trying to 
realize their personal interests is a vain one and is not based on proof. 
They are all rumors which biased persons are circulating, and we are not 
affected by them. 


"Tt is not true that the National Party candidates will obtain seats in the 


local people's assembly without exerting the least effort in the elections, 
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Lon emphasizes that the establishment of democracy will come 
throus the establishment of parties. We believe in the political 


ractices which will serve Egypt first of all? 
had imagined that the various parties would enter the elections to the 


people's assmeblies with numerous programs and that each of them would try 
to impart an iota of credit to Egypt or deal with one of the complex prob- 
lems of our country. 


“However, | have heard that the opposition parties have refused to enter the 
consultative Assembly and [local] people's assembly election campaigns be- 
cause they are preparing to enter the elections to the People's Assembly. 
This, in my notion, is a blatant error, because there are 4,200 villages in 
Egypt, in addition to the ports and towns, and if the opposition parties 
spread out among these locations, with aware programs that address the 
conscience of the people and deal with their issues in a positive manner, 
that will deepen these parties’ foundations on Egyptian soil through their 
treatment of the problems. 


"However, to think about the People's Assembly at this stage will cause 
these parties to lose their ability to form solidarity with the man in the 
street in the villages, ports and towns. 


"Therefore the opposition parties ought to have entered the elections to the 
local people's assemblies, no matter how difficult these elections might 
have been. 


"All of us, the National Party and the opposition parties, are Egyptians. We 
want to respect Egypt, develop the Egyptian village, eradicate illiteracy 
and raise the standard of living. 


"I invite the opposition parties to review the formula through which they 
engage in their political activity. They must strive to serve Egypt and be 
in solidarity with the man in the street through serious programs. 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT'S CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 15 Nov 83 P 


Article by Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad: "Perspectives on Freedom and Democracy in 
the President's Address". 


fext At the opening of the new session of the People's Assembly, the assembly's 
last joint session with the Shura Council, President Husni Mubarak announced mat- 
ters thac officials must be aware of in exercising their authorities. Among those 
matters that the president announced, the president said, "Constructive criticism 
or the purposeful treatment of matters does not annoy us. We are all partners 
in the homeland: no individual in partic:'i1: has a monopoly over allegiance, and 
mo group in perticular claims that it |alone, is loyal to the country. The home- 
land is for all: the government, the opposition, the leaders and the masses."' 


Hence we are amazed by those executives who discriminate between supporters | of 
the governmenc,) from the ruling party and those who oppose |the government, from 
other parties. They think they are gaining the good will of top leaders when they 
are (in tact, embarrassing them and depicting the president's words as though 

they were slogans verbulized merely for their sound, even as actions were being 
taken on another course. Let us cite as an example of this what happened to the 
journalist, Muhammad 'Abd-al-Quddus who was denied his supervisory role over the 
religious section of AKHBAR AL-YAWM, which is one of the so-called national news- 
papers, because he refused to stop writing for opposition newspapers. Other jour- 
nalists who write for these newspapers, however, are allowed to write in the news- 
papers of the ruling party. We have been missing the words of the journalist, 

Jalal ‘Arif in AKHBAR AL-YAWM's "'Al-Ra'y wa al-Ra'y al-Aakhar" | Point Counter- 
point because there are tendencies opposed to what he writes. A fellow journalist 
vho is editor-in-chief of a magazine published by the National Democratic Party 
was charged with the task of supervising that section which Jalal ‘Arif had super- 
this consistent with what President Mubarak is calling for? |The presi- 
lent stated), "There shall be no discrimination between one citizen and another, 
ind there shall be no distinction between a supporter of the government and one 
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izens liked this statement that the president made: "'The real power of any 
political regime is not to be measured by the number of prisons that regime ope- 
rates or the number ot people it holds in detention centers. The real power of 
any regime lies in the liberties it affords | citizens, and the guarantees it pro- 
‘rides individuals under the protection of the law." 








I am therefore surprised by the fact that al-Qal'ah Prison, which is a prison 
that is not within the legally recognized prison system, is still functioning 
and receiving detainees who are held in conditions that are unsanitary and in- 
humane. At one time it was announced that al-Qal'ah Prison would be closed per- 
manently. I am also surprised by the fact that some of those who had been arrested 
are still in custody even though a court order for their release has been issued 
and no declared warrant for their arrest was issued. 


[ am surprised by the fact that the government and the legislative authority are 
refusing to affirm guarantees for individuals who exercise |their, political 
rights, when President Mubarak is announcing that the power of any regime lies in 
its involvement in honest elections and in |the efforts it makes) to preserve the 
free will of the people by provisions included in one of the laws that are in 
effect. Was this speech addressed to the government aad the legislative authority 
as it was addressed to the rest of the agencies, organizations and citizens? 
Engineer [brahim Shukri, president of the Labor Party and leader of the opposi- 
tion came forward once again, offering these guarantees to amend the foremen- 
tioned law. These are the guarantees that are being called for by all those who 
want to take part in the next People's Assembly elections. Does the People's 
Assembly in its last session and with the majority it has intend to endorse these 
guarantees to go along with what President Mubarak is calling for? 


With regard to the point that the president raised about the Emergency Law, it 
must first be said that the distinction between declaring or extending the state 
of emergency and applying the Emergency Law is inappropriate because these are 
two matters that are inseparably related. The Emergency Law may not be applied 
unless a state of emergency has been declared. Also declaring a state of emer- 
gency or extending that state of emergency would get the Emergency Law out of 
mothballs and activate it. 


[It President Mubarak is wondering why objections are being made to the declara- 
tion of a state of emergency and the application of the Emergency Law if the app- 
lication of that law remains restricted to cases of armed terrorism, we in turn 
wonder why this was not clearly spe!tled out in the decree that was issued regar- 
ding the state of emergency? If this had been spelled out, the Emergency Law 
would not be extended for one reason or another and applied to cases other than 
those of armed terrorism. In an article published in AL-SHA'B, number 200, which 
came out on 11 October 1983, I had cited a few cases where the Emergency Law was 
being applied. In no way can these cases be listed as cases of armed terrorism. 


Although this article was published more than 1 month ago, no official agency 

has issue. a response to that article or a refutation of what was in it. In fact, 
it seems that President Mubarak did not see the article. Had the president seen 
the article, he would have found in it the reason for the apprehension that 
exists from having the state of emergency extended and the Emergency Law applied 
without the clear stipulation that said application be restricted to cases of 
armed terrorism. 


President Mubarak praised the freedom of the press in Egypt in the sense that 
there was no interference with the criticism that is published by opposition 
party newspapers. In fact, there is no interference with some aspects of criti- 
cism and opposition which are published in the so-called national newspapers by 
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some writers who write for those newspapers. The president regarded that as a 
badge of distinction for the political regime in Egypt. This is a statement 

worthy of note and appreciation, even though it definitely falls short of recon- 
sidering such matters as, the established rules for owning and managing the so- 
called national newspapers; the method of appointing the presidents of these news- 
papers' boards of directors and editors-in-chief; |the practice of ; barring some 
writers and journalists from writing in some of these newspapers; and _the effort 
to; tind a remedy for the harassments that some opposition party newspapers 
encounter in printing, in circulation and in obtaining advertisements. 


In general also, freedom of the press requires that the Press Authority Law be 
repealed. That law imposes restrictions on the publication of newspapers and sets 
up a system to which practicing professional journalists are entrusted, despite 
the existence of a press union and despite the legal provisions that set limits 
on permissible criticism. 


Democracy Is a System of Government and not Freedom of Speech! 


Although the freedom to express another opinion is one of those freedoms that 
must be respected, that freedom alone is not enough to make one say that democ- 
racy has been achieved. Theretore, President Mubarak's response to a question 
that was addressed to him in the course of an interview with AL-TADAMUN Magazine 
caught my attention. President Mubarak's interview in AL-TADAMUN Magazine, which 
is published in Arabic in London, was printed in Egyptian daily newspapers on 5 
November 1983. AL-TADAMUN's editor-in-chief had asked President Mubarak [this 
question : "Can the President tell us how he defines his understanding of 
democracy?" 


His excellency replied, "Democracy, as I see it, involves the multiplicity of 
opinions, the multiplicity of parties and the freedom of expressing one's opinion 
under the protection of the rule of law." 


This definition undoubtedly lacks the addition of the [notion] that parties have 
a right to become involved in public elections that are free and honest. In such 
elections the party that wins a majority assumes power. Thus parties can succeed 
each other in power, competing with each other to serve the people. 


Liberties are among those pillars that support democracy, but they do not consti- 
tute democracy. Democracy is derived from two old Greek words [demos and 
krateein. which mean "government of the people.'' Unless this freedom is used so 
that people can express their wishes and vote to elect a government that rep- 
resents them and expresses their wishes, we will not have achieved the state of 
having a government of the people; by the people, that is, by representatives of 
the people; and for the people, that is, [a government that acts] in the 
interests of the people. 


Hence, the Liberties Defense Committee is a committee of attorneys who undertake 
to defend citizens whose constitutionally guaranteed liberties are violated. This 
is one of the missions of the legal profession. 


The defense of democracy, however, is a political question. It is an act intended 
to provide a climate that is appropriate for conducting free and neutral 











elections. In such elections citizens who are entitled to vote can express their 
wishes and choose their representatives and those who would defend their 
interests. 


The Committee for Defending Democracy Is Necessary 


Accordingly, forming a committee to defend democracy in Egypt and oppose the new 
law enacted by the present government for conducting the coming elections | is 
necessary ,. This committee will point out the shortcomings of those laws; it will 
call for amendments to those laws; and it will call for the addition of guaran- 
tees that are necessary to ensure that the elections will be free, in keeping 
with what the constitution decrees. The constitution stipulates that elections 
are to take place under the actual and total supervision of the judicial 
authority. That supervision is not to be formal and superficial. The constitution 
stipulates that such supervision is legitimate and even desirable. It is the duty 
of every citizen who has an opinion which he considers useful in this regard [to 
come forward. This supervision is quite different from the work that is being 
done by committees that defend Liberties. 


What President Mubarak was calling for in his address about the coming elections 
to the two elected} bodies can be achieved by the presence of such a committee 
for defending democracy, by having that committee become engaged in a dialogue 
with the government and with the ruling party and then by listening to what both 
parties have to say in the deliberations that are conducted by the head of state. 
President Mubarak had said that these coming elections constituted an opportunity 
in which all of us, the people and the opposition, can prove that we have made 
considerable progress towards achieving a sound democracy in which partisan ten- 
dencies, narrow views on matters and self-centered views of where interests lie 
would disappear from sight in one of the most serious and most important stages 
of our recent history. 


The regime is thought to have earned another badge of distinction for estab- 
lishing a democratic government by becoming engaged in this dialogue--without 
closing its ears and allowing the dialogue to turn into a conversation between 
two deaf people; by the fact that political leaders are convinced of the more 
proper course; and by the effort that is being made to correct the course to a 
democratic government. This badge of distinction is besides that which the regime 
earned tor the freedom of speech in partisan newspapers. 


Both Parties Are Asked To Adhere to Law 


It is indisputable that all this must take place within the boundaries of the 
law. This means that constitutional laws are not to be violated. It means that 
there is no need to hint that these laws must be adhered to. But as long as we 
are on the subject of law, it is necessary for the government also to adhere to 
the boundaries of the law. Government must respect the provisions of the consti- 
tution; it must respect human rights and the law. Therefore, we are entitled to 
ask, "Have those who violated the constitution by issuing an unconstitutional law 
that dissolved the duly elected board of directors of the bar association been 
called to account?"' Those people had presented that law to the president so he 
would issue it. Then the Supreme Constitutional Court ruled that the law was un- 
constitutional. 
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IMPACT OF ECONOMIC POLICIES ON VILLAGE LIFE EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 9 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article by Hasan Badawi: "This Is What Years of Open-Door Economy Have Done 
to Egyptian Village; Cultivable Land Has Diminished, Boutiques Have Spread and 
Money Merchants Are Coming; Cabaret Songs Are Heard From Cassettes Whereas Folk 
Songs Have Become History" ] 


[Text] What have the years of open-door economy done to the Egyptian village? 
How has the Egyptian farmer been influenced by the dreams of emigration in his 
endeavor to escape the burden of poverty? 


Is the Egyptian farmer still that model shown to us in the film "The Earth," 

a farmer who dies rather than give up his land and who feels naked, disgraced 
and terrified if he is forced to leave the land? What are the features of the 
Change, and are they for the better or the worse? 


All these questions and others can be answered only by the Egyptian village 
itself and by the Egyptian farmer. 


East and West 


The village of Zunnarah is a village of the eastern section of Tala District, 
which includes 18 villages, the same as the western section, which also includes 


18 villages. 


The eastern section is the poor half of the district. Wealth and power are 
centered in the other half, which is located west of the town of Tala and is 
monopolized by the al-Ghaffariyah and Burayqi' families, who often produce 


the Two-People's Assembly members [for the district] and the Ghazi, Bilal and 
Abu Husayn families. 


The village of Zunnarah is 86 kilometers from Cairo and is separat 
tharbiyah by the villages of Babil and Kafr Hamam. From the west, i O 
town of Tala and Kafr Qarshum; from the south, Kafr al-Sukkariyah; and fro 
t, Janzur village. The village is located on the agricultural road 1i 
habin al-Kawm with Tanta. 


There are nearly 30,000 permanent residents in the village 
10,000 men and women capable of working, in addition to th 
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the village. More than 1,000 of the village inhabitants work abroad, most of 
them craftsmen: carpenters, reinforced concrete construction workers, machinists, 
lrivers, graduates of agricultural and industrial institutes and owners of 
small agricultural holdings. Most of these people live in Irag and Jordan. 
[The area of the entire village amounts to 1,574 feddans, of which 1,386 are 
cultivated. The rest is used for buildings, roads, drains and canals. There 
are in the village 1,900 buildings (houses, public buildings, shops and others) 
and 1,372 landowners. This is why the holdings are very small, ranging from 

, 


2 qirats to 10 feddans. 
Population density in the village has risen to the point where a family comprised 
50 members living in one house. This family owns 10 feddans of land. 


> 


10 Years of Open-Door Economy 


The latest statistics on cultivable land in the village, compiled by the village 
agricultural cooperative last October, show that this land has diminished by 

L7 percent over the past 8 years (1975-83) as a result of the use of part of 

the land for the construction of buildings. This is why we find that accesses 


to the village from all four sides run for a mile through the cultivable lands. 


The village inhabitants working abroad return every year or two with dreams of 
having equipment (telephones, cassette players, house appliances and other 
items) building a red brick house instead of a mud house and then opening a 
boutique. Thus, the number of producers is declining gradually in favor of an 
increase in the number of merchants. The number of farmers is also declining, 
and the money supply in the village is growing when there is a scarcity of 
locally manufactured products and an increase in imported products, thus causing 
the prices to rise. 


Tenant farmers are almost nonexistent. Of the village's entire holdings, only 
200 feddans are leased. The leasing is done for cash, meaning that the farmer 
pays (QO pounds in rent for each feddan leased. 


Jne of the signs of the open-door economy in the village in the past few years 
is the transformation of the village's main coffee shop, located in the main 
square on the agricultural road, into the International Trading Company, which 
is owned by the sons of ‘'Azzuz, one of the prominent merchants on al-Bahr Street 
in Tanta. 


The company sells home appliances and equipment (mostly imported) and cassette 
tapes (some of which were seized last month). The farmers were told that they 
were tapes of Umm Kalthum [a popular singer who died in the late 1970's]. 

[The company sells to the farmers on installments. 


Another sign of the open-door economy is the fact that the money-changing trade 
has reached the village. The exchange of money brought in by emigrants working 
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abroad has moved from the airport to the village of Zunnarah. In the past few 
years, three boutiques have been opened in the village. The shelves of the 
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20 grocery shops (excluding vendors who sell door-to-door)m abound with imported 
goods, beginning with tomato sauce and salmon and ending with eggs, cheese 
and cooking fat. 


In recent years, nearly 90 percent of the village inhabitants have acquired 
televesion sets (black and white). There are in the village about 200 color 
TV sets, 5 video sets and nearly 100 telephones. 


Prior to Open-Door Econom 


In the early 1970's, a traveler on the agricultural road identified the village 
by the elementary school at the village entrance and then by the agricultural 
cooperative buildings, the health unit and the fodder plant located at the end 
of the village and adjacent to the drinking-water reservoir. Across from the 
reservoir are Martyr ‘Abd al-Mun'im Riyad Preparatory School and the flour mill. 


The fodder plant was built in 1958 as a private sector project and was nation- 
alized on 21 July 19607, when control of it was turned over to the Panta Oils 
and Soap Company. 


The village loan and credit bank used to distribute the necessities for produ- 
ction (seeds, fertilizer and pesticides) to the farmers in return for a small 
ommission. The name of this bank is now the Development and Credit Bank and 
it advances investment loans at an interest rate of 9 percent. 


In the 1960's, there were in the village 4 shoe shops, 2 carpentry shops, a 
post office, a public phone booth, 8 funeral homes for Muslims, 1 funeral home 
A 


- ° ° 
r Christians and 6 ' 
. Ilr 209 VA ChiiD ari ) mosque: S . 


The villagers recall with nostalgia those days when they could buy a duck for 
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from the weekly Saturday or Tuesday market. This was in the late 1960's 


pound 
and early 1970's. They could also get fresh vegetables and fruit, local cooking 


fat, cheese and other goods. 


hose prices with today's when the price of a pair of shoes has 
pounds and a pair of boots to 20 pounds. The ordinary pack of 
Super cigarettes is sold for 50 piasters, a kilogram of sugar for 50 piasters, 
vs a 
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a kilogram of oil for 60 piasters, a 4O-gram pack of tea for 25 or 30 piasters 
and a kilogram of chichens for 180 olasters, even though three chicken farms have 
been set up in the village in the past few years. 
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The agricultural cooperative premises is built on a two-feddan plot. Recently, 
an automobile body and engine repair shop (privately owned) was built on land 
that belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture, in addition to a building for a 
health unit and a food security booth owned by the Egyptian Fish Marketing Com- 
pany. Between the car repair shop and the booth is a strip of land that has 
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turned muddy and is filled with dirt as a result of a broken waterline. There 
is also a consumer cooperative on the same plot 


roe booth gets an average of a half a ton of fish daily, sardines only. A 
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Kilogram of this fish is sold for 35 piasters and this small quantity of fish 

is distributed to nearly 12 villages. This booth is one of four in Tanta, Tala, 
Shabin and Zunnarah. Moreover, the fish is delivered at 1600 and sold the 
following morning. The possibility of the fish turning bad is there because 
there is no refrigerator and the area surrounding the booth is dirty. 
The village consumer cooperative sells only (essential goods), thus serving 
the role of a grocer supplying essential goods. As for the cooperative's 
Share of fish, meat, chicken, cheese and other goods, the inhabitants know 
nothing about it. The consumer cooperative is also a part of the agricultural 
cooperative. 


What is surprising is what happens in the village's sole bakery on which nearly 
30 percent of the inhabitants rely. With the increasing number of employees 

ofessionals and the decreasing number of people baking their bread at 
home, this bakery was built in the early 1970's and used to get 9 sacks of 
flour daily. The bakery used to operate from 1700 until the next morning, so 
that the bread was ready for sale before the er rer and professionals (who 
are the population segment in the direst need of this bread) had to leave for 
work. Last year, Hamdi al-Hakim, governor of al-Minufiyah, issued a decision 
reducing the bakery to 6 sacks of flour daily. The governor also interfered 
to change the hours of operation to 0400-1000. The village inhabitants say 
that they cannot get bread by 0800. 


What is also surprising is that meat has disappeared from the special cooperative 
of the (Education Department Employees). The cooperative used to sell a kilo- 
gram of meat at 300-330 piasters. But it recently stopped selling meat alto- 
gether. Is this due to an agreement with the village butchers, as some village 
residents say, keeping in mind that there is no slaughterhouse and that the 
slaughtering is done inside homes without any health supervision or certificate? 


Moreover, there are no restaurants in the village. However, there are nearly 
40 vendors who sell ful [boiled broad beans] and falafil [fried garbanzo and 
vegetable patties] at stands. 


Dr Mas'ud 


The inhabitants still remember Dr Mas'ud, the health unit doctor in the 1960's. 
He was the only doctor in the village at the time and his examinations were 
free of charge. Dr Mas'ud used to examine the farmers periodically, treat them 
for bilharzia and go to them in the fields and in their houses. At that time, 
there was no such thing as a "private examination." 


Since 1972, examinations ac the medical unit have been divided into two kinds: 
Examination for a ticket costing 5 piasters, with the patient given aspirin as 

a cure, regardless of his ailment, and a private examination, costing 50 piasters 
at the outset. But this cost has risen gradually to 130 piasters, and at times 
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even 2 pounds. Even though the medical unit is supplied with its share of 
drugs by the medical administration in Tala and even though these drugs are 
allocated for those treated for the 5=—piaster ticket, they are only dispensed 
to those who pay the cost of a private examination. 


In recent years, three doctors have opened offices in the village, in addition 
to the medical unit doctor. One of them is a dentist who has an office in the 
village. He charges 2 pounds for an examination, 5 pounds for an extraction 

and 10 pounds for a filling. As for the other two doctors, they charge 2 pounds 
for an examination at the office and 5 pounds for a house visit. 


The village has no pharmacy. But there is one in the neighboring village of 
Babil. As for barbers engaging in medical practice, this phenomenon has disap- 
peared and the barbers are content with {sentence incomplete]. As for midwives, 
there are only two of them who deliver most of the babies. 


Village inhabitants say that vaccinations exist only on paper. Vaccination 
against "summer diseases"--the official name given to cholera--has been given to 
few people in the village. 


Private Schools 


When the 1960's ended, there were two elementary schools in the village. In 
1972, the inhabitants founded a preparatory school through their own efforts 

and called it Martyr 'Abd-al-Mun'im Riyad School. Since then, no new classrooms 
have been built, even though two classrooms are about to collapse in one of 

the two elementary schools because of old age. These classrooms are not used 

at present and the students are squeezed into the other classrooms. Each 
classroom has 50-60 students; the number was 30-34 in the 1960's. There were 
also a number of Koran schools, of which only two remain, to teach the Koran, 
reading, writing and the principles of arithmetic. 


In the preparatory school, v.ich now operates in two shifts, the toliet facilities 
have been blocked for years. With the increasing number of students, 5,000 
pounds was allocated to build two more classrooms on the second floor (even 
though the cost of building them does not exceed 3,000 pounds). Despite this, 
the classrooms are still without doors or windows. Nevertheless, the two class- 
rooms are in use, even though the inhabitants don't know how they can be used 

ith the approach of winter. 


The strange phenomenon is that all students, from the first elementary class up 
to high school seniors, take private lessons. The minimal number of students 
taking private lessens with a single teacher is 100 (in two classes). All 

the teachers give private lessons and those students who do not take private 
lessons are doomed to failure. Even the students of agricultural and industrial 
schools take private lessons. The schools don't use the (study groups) system. 


The price for private lessons for a sixth grader has reached 5 pounds monthly, 


whereas it ranged from 2-5 pounds in recent years. In the preparatory stage, 
the student pays 7 pounds monthly for English, 10 pounds for mathematics and 
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an average of 5 pounds for other subjects. A high school students pays 1 pound 
per session (1 hour) for English, 1.5 pounds for mathematics and 1 
session for other subjects. 


Water, Pools and Sewers 


Clean drinking water came to Zunnarah in the mid-1960's. But the village has 

no sewers yet and this forces the villages to dump their waste in the village. 
Ten years ago, only one employee was working in the water reservoir and the 
water was clean and flowed without interruption. But despite the many employees 
now working in the reservoir, its water is more like stagnant water and is 
covered by moss and the villagers complain of the interrupted water supply, 

even to the sole baker in the village. 


There was a hydrant next to a carpentry shop in the eastern part of the village. 
But this hydrant has been covered with earth. Even though electricity came to 
the village in the mid-1970's and light poles were installed in the streets, the 
village is drowned in darkness after sundown because there are no light bulbs 

on the light poles, including the pole located in front of the cotton-gathering 
center where the bales are dumped in the open, and along with them all the 
efforts of the village farmers and their limited hopes for a little profit "to 
be used for school fees or for clothes for the children.” 


Center of Every Age 


The village youth center, which is controlled by the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, is managed by an executive board of eight members. It seems that the 
phenomenon of failing to attend meetings is not confined to the People's 
Assembly but exists in all councils controlled by official sources. 


A member of the village handball team, which was recently runnerup in the 
governorate championship, said: Only two or three members attend meetings. The 
others have nothing to do with the center. One member went to Libya and re- 
turned to find that he had been reported as being present at all of the meetings. 
The center's athletic activity is mainly limited to soccer. As for cultural 
activity, it is confined to religious symposiums held once a week during the 
month of Ramadan, without being advertiged. To put it briefly, this kind of 
cultural activity is dead. As for the youth center library, it is empty, except 
for books about President al-Sadat and his speeches. These books and speeches 
replaced those of the late President Jamal ‘'Abd-al-Nasir. 


This center was founded in the 1960's and was then alive with athletic, cultural 
and art activities. Through the center, the village participated in art 
contests (folklore dancing, singing and plays) and cultural and athletic con- 
tests, not to mention the numerous and diverse cultural synposiums held at the 
center. 


Marriage in Zunnarah begins these days with the customary engagement and the 


young man personally selects the girl he wants to marry instead of the old 
tradition [of having the bride chosen by the family]. 
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he bridegroom pays a dowery of no less than 2,000 pounds in 


advance and 1,000 pounds in delayed payment. At times, agreement is reached 
on sharing the costs of the preparations and no cash transactions are involved. 


(% . r wr . 
Lenter +s a jw el 


In the 1960's, the center cf power was limited to certain families. The Shihab 
family was the center of political power with its monopoly of the mayorship, 
the Hamad family was the richest family and enjoyed economic influence (even 
though agricultural holdings in the 1960's were limited and 10 feddans, the 
maximum holding permissible--this maximum is now 50 feddans in accordance with 
the latest agrarian reform law--were considered a valuable holding). 


But now that the influence of the mayor has disappeared and the mayorship has 
been agg teat with the village police station replacing the mayor, and now 
that any agricultural land holding, regardless of its size, has lost its value, 
the center of power has shifted to another family. The criterion has now 
become one of social and political influence and al-Sa'dani family enjoys more 
such influence than other families. This family includes among its members a 
former ambassador, a counselor, a police precinct commander, a group captain, 

a general financial and administrative inspector at the Education ee ent 

in Shabin al-Kawm, a former supply inspector who now owns a sanitary appliances 
company and the governorate's public relations director. The family also had 
two members in the district's local council during the preceding session--both 
from the National Party--in addition to a large number of doctors, teachers, 
lawyers and so forth. 


Assigned state workers ard hired farmers were the object of persecution and com- 
prised the poorer segment’: in the village in the 1960's. But with the end of 
the presence of the assigned workers, which coincided with the end of the 
state role in land reclemation and relied on agricultural engineers, and with 

of hired bende resulting from the emigration of workers and the 
shortage of labor, the object of this persecution has now become the workers 

C » especially those who do not own any land and who depend on 
their wages to purchase everything, and the small farmers who rely on their few 

s situation has developed in the wake of the rapid growth 

of the village consumer patterns during the years of the open-door economy. 


There is in the village one contractor who brings in weekly 10 copies of each 
of the opposition newspapers, which are sold immediately. A copy of AL-AHALI 


cannot be kept because it moves so rapidly from hand to hand. As for the 
fficial papers, especially MAYU, they are unsalable and the contractor is 
compelled, according to one of the citizens, "to leave them out in the sun and 
shem boiled!” Many of the village residents are demanding that their 
order of AL-AHALI be increased because they are compelled to go to Tala to buy 
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As for the partisan presence in the village, it is confined * broad infiuer 
by the Grouping Party among most of the citizens and paper 

National Party by some citizens, especially those seeking to gain seat 
village or local councils, to solve certain pr 
services and other facilities. 


b~ 
; 


bene 


Zunnaran, as well as the villages of the eastern sectiond the district, 
well known historically for its leftist inclination. The reason for this is 
traced t the social and political influence of the pashas and of the wealthy 


ver the western half of the district, their domination of the people's destiny 


there and their control of votes. The villages of Kamshish and Zunnara r 
particular are considered the main source of confrontation against the influence 


of the pashas in the district capitals. 


[In the rigged elections of 1979, Zunnarah in its entirety supported Mustafa al- 
"Azab, the independent candidate, against al-Sayyid ‘Abd-al-Chaffar, the son of 
Ahmad Pasha ‘Abd-al-Ghaffar and a relative through marriage of the late presi- 
dent [al-Sadat], despite all the propaganda and support given by the presidential 


-stablishment and all its members, aos SR Martyr ‘Ismat al-Sadat, to the 


Colonel (the nickname by which al-Sayyid 'Abd-al-Ghaffar is known in the 
district). 


Zunnarah inhabitants collectively boycotted the past Consultative Council 
elections, even though the three [election] committees where located where 
eople normally gather, namely, across from t 

bus prone the fodder plant and the bakery. The peo pe stood watching th 
empty committee offices, and the National Party members were compelled 
people from outside the village to fill the voting cards. One of those brought 
was Sayyid Jabir Mustafa (agricultural supervisor at Zunnarah cooperativ ) 

who is from al-Kawm al-Akhdar, Shabin al-Kawm District. 


ferences erupted within the National Party when representation of the 
tern half (18 villages) was disregarded in the party's list for the 

governorate people's council. When ‘Antar Abu al-Naja, the Nation 
candidate from the adjacent village of Babil for the district's l 
membership, protested the situation, his name was struck from the 


eas 


T rr ; f~ m7 
Information Test 


[ asked one villager who had gone to work in Iraq for 2 years and who now 
works as a messenger and owns a television set: 


What are the names of the Iraqi and Iranian leaders you Know and who are the 
PLO leaders? 


He answered: I know Saddam Husayn, the Iraqi Revolution Command Council chair- 
man; ‘Izzat Ibrahim, the vice president; Taha Yasin Ramadan, the first deputy 
prime minister; Tariz Hanna ‘Aziz, the deputy one minister and minister of 
foreign affairs; 'Adaan Khayrallah, the minister of defense; and 'Abd-al-Fattah 
Shalsha 1, the chief of staff. From Iran, I know Khomeyni; Rafsanjani, the 
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parliament speaker; Ali Khamenei, president of the republic; and Ali Akbar 
a } V : ’ A ve * 


Velayati, the minister of foreign affairs. From the PLO, I know Yasir 
Abu lyad and Hani al-Hasan. 


Did you read LIragi newspapers? 
[ read AL-THAWRAH, AL-'IRAQ and ALIFBA' magazine, which is like our AL-MUSAWWAR. 
What do you know about the main opposition leaders in Egypt? 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, NPUG chairman; Ibrahim Shukri, Labor Party chairman; 
Mustafa Kamil Murad, Liberal Party chairman; Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, al-Wafd chair- 
man; and Kamal Ahmad, Nasirist Party chairman. I know nothing about the Ummah 
Party. 


What do you know about what happened in Lebanon today (this was the day of the 
suicidal operation in which the U.S. and French command buildings were blown up)? 


learned from the television yesterday that the U.S. and French command buildings 
were hit and that the Egyptian minister of foreign affairs strongly condemned 
his action in Lebanon. During the denunciation, they said that this is the 
first major U.S. loss since the Vietnam War. Is this a loss? What about the 
loss incurred as a result of the Israeli invasion, which has amounted to 
70,000 lives? Isn't this a loss? Are 120 Americans and 25 Frenchmen equal to 
the 2,000 people who died in Sabra and Shatila? 


| asked another citizen, who works as a collector in the public transport 
facility who has not traveled outside Egypt and who also has a television set, 
the same question and he said: 

, 1 know Saddam Husayn and in Iran I know Khomeyni, the head of Iran; 
Yasir ‘Arafat, the PLO chairman; Husni Mubarak, the National Party chairman; 
and Khalid Muhyi al-Din, Progressive National Grouping Party chairman. I don't 
know the names of the heads of the other parties or the name of al-Minufiyan 


governor, 


[ saw on television yesterday the attack against the U.S. and French buildings 
and heard the minister of foreign affairs denouncing the Lebanese for strikin 
the foreigners who have come to their country. 


E 


spite the presence of manifestation of civilization in Zunnarah, its heart is 
still the same: Mud houses, widespread bilharzia and a poor majority, which 
belongs to the eastern half and which knows perfectly well the story of Salah 
Husaynm the ho son of Kamshish, who fell in the poor peasants’ battle 
against feudalism. They sing his praises and sing for him: 


t in peace. Look and see and you will find that your green 
stick has turned into a carnation. 
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EGYPT 


PROSECUTION OF CONSTRUCTION LAW VIOLATORS URGED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Nov 83 p 15 


[Article by Eng Muhammad Hasan Durrah: "To Safeguard Prestige of Law and 
Government, Urgent Trial Required for These Tamperers”] 


[Text] We are not demanding that gallows be erected to take revenge on these 
saboteurs. There is no vendetta and no hostility between us and certain 
individuals. But we are defending a cause and a principle we have all 
accepted and supported in the interest of our country and the interest of 
all of us. The cause is the cause of observing the law and of establishing 
absolute justice and equality among all the people. The principle is the 
principle of the supremacy of the law in word, in deed and in application-- 
a frank, sincere and honest supremacy of the law, free from circumvention, 
from evasion, from the tricks of middlemen seeking loopholes, from merchants 
of lawsuits and from the practitioners of procrastination and delay in the 
judiciary system. We demand a justice that gives man his right without 
delay or procrastination and we reject a justice that rides on the back of 

a tortoise. Slow justice means quick injustice. 


Our country can no longer abide lengthy debate or patient discussion over 

the implementation of an explicit law that is free of ambiguities and 
interpretation. Supremacy of the law is our objective, and we respect the 
inviolability and independence of the judiciary. But we do not want the 
judiciary to become a sphere for give and take, desperate defense and lengthy 
debates on issues determined and settled by the law and issues that are open 
to immediate implementation and execution. 


Law No 106 of 1976 was ruined by the judiciary committees entrusted with 
issuing sentences on the violations. The law stipulates that a decision 

be issued by the petitions committee within 17 days from the time a case 

is referred to the committee. But sometimes 2 years would pass without the 
committee meeting or making a decision. The same goes for the appeals 
committee. The law stipulates that a decision be issued by this committee 
within a period of 62 days from the time a case is referred to the petitions 
committee, whereas 4 or 5 years would pass without the committee meeting or 
issuing a decision. This fact enabled landlords to build tens of floors in 
violation of the law. What is more, some of those floors collapsed before 
the date set for examination of the violation. 





The new law, law No 30 of 1983, closes this gap and stipulates the immediate 
elimination of violations indisputably and openly breaching the law, namely: 


1. Buildings posing a danger to lives or property. 
Violation of plans by the landlord. 


3. Violations of elevations in excess of levels set by the law. 


s 


Violations pertaining to the use of parking facilities for other purposes. 


In these cases, the matter must be referred to the governor concerned so that 
he can personally issue the order for removal or correction without the need 
for presenting the case to a judiciary committee. This is in accordance 

with article 16 of the same law. Article 3 of the law states that a compromise 
may be reached with those committing ordinary violations, except for the 
above-mentioned four cases, where a com»romise is impermissible and where 

the violation must be eliminated. 


Proceeding on this basis, the governors moved to issue decisions to demolish 
upper floors exceeding the maximum elevation stipulated by the law. A decision 
was issued by a higher technical commission stating that these extra floors 
pose a threat to lives and property in accordance with the clear and 
unambiguous provisions of the law. But the thing that perplexes us and that 
we cannot imagine or accept is that the governors’ decisions ar2 still mere 
ink on paper due to the indefinite suspension of the decisions to eliminate 
the violations. Some contravening landlords have had decisions issued by the 
courts to suspend implementation after undertaking written commitments to 
eliminate the violations on their own within a set period. There are numerous 
other examples where implementation of the law has been suspended, thus 
frustrating the resolution oand enthusiasm of the governors and putting them 
in an extremely embarrassing position. 


Contradiction Between Words and Deeds 
So, there are things we do not understand, or there are powers above the law. 
To say what we da not do and to do what we do not say is the real tragedy. 


If we cast our minds back a bit and review the events of the past 2 years, 

we find this enormous deluge of daily statements and headlines with which the 
national papers confront us from time to time about imaginary accomplishments 
said to have been achieved or about to be achieved and which make the masses 
imagine that the world will change and the situaticn will improve. The press 
then storms into our daily hardship and difficulties with black headlines 
that are very much like sedatives--headlines such as "Council of Ministers 
issiics decrees to end laxity and to launch serious action," as if our previous 
action was not serious or perhaps this is an implicit admission that our 
previous action comprised mere slogans devoid of seriousness and commitment. 
There were also slogans such as "War against laxity begins today." It is as 
if we were in a peace treaty with laxity unwittingly. Another headline was 





Firm leaders in every position." It is as if by a magic power and out of 


the blue, these leaders had dropped on us from 'eaven. Other headlines were 
The age of laxity has ended and courageous confrontaticn of all manifestatiors 
of laxity that have infilt> .ted our life." This is a small sample out of a 
horde of statements and h idlines we se’ daily and that accuse us, before 
drugging us, of negligence, laxity, indecision and remoteness from seriousness 
and commitment. Innocently and with goc”“«#.'1, the masse: | -ileve these big 
words and wait for a rosy age in which tne earth and its people change-- 

an age in which deviation, negativeness, negligence, laxity and indifference 
vanish and in which overindulgence in material things, cheating, hypocrisy, 
illicit aspirations and flagrant challenges and violations of the law end. 

The waiting goes on and on and none of these bright promises or broad 
statements are achieved. Rather, results contradicting all these promises, 
Statements and decrees materialize and conditions worsen and deteriorate 
further. What is worse and more bitter, the citizens lose confidence in 
everything that is said and written. They lose confidence in everything. 

The phenomena engulfing them have not changed. Encroachment on state lands, 
properties and monies continues and has never ceased. Profiteering in 
subsidized essential goods, construction materials and other commodities 
persists and intensifies day after day. We are up to our ears in violations 
of the building, planning and housing law and their consequences are 
intensifying and are evident to all. The streets are drowned in lakes of 
sewage, pollution is high and is threatening people's health and lives, 

public buildings crack and collapse in rapid succession, claiming innocent 

and not-so-innocent lives as their victims, public opinion boils over and 

the media beat their drums. Under this raging popular pressure, the government 
succumbs and is compelled to present a new construction bill--the same scenario 
repeated frequently in previous stories--with the hope of putting an end to 
the chaos in the sphere of construction and of absorbing the wrath of the 
masses. His excellency the president of the republic issues his firm and 
serious recommendations on the need for the new construction law to be 
decisive in deterring the violators, in achieving the interest of the 
overwhelming majority of the people and in protecting the citizens’ lives. 

His excellency further asserts that "if the law does not establish discipline 
in construction and if it does not ensure the citizens’ safety, we will 

return it to the People's Assembly. If it is not firm and strict against 
violators, we will use our power to achieve this objective." Discussion of 
the bill begins in the People's Assembly committees with a demand for seizing 
buildings violating the state laws. There were other enthusiastic and heated 
proposals in the same vein. People with power and interest (band together) 
and under their pressure, the matter ends in a tattered law that is not much 
different from its predecessors and that fails to achieve the people's 
aspirations, as we noted at the time. Despite all this, law No 30 of 1983 

is promulgated. We said: This is not bad but the only hope for implementing 
this law soundly lies in changing the climate of work and ot execution. 

In fact, decisions were issued with utter courage by the governors at the 
outset to implement the law against the first batch of buildings violating 

the law so flagrantly that they leave no place for delay or interpretation. 
But the voice of falsehood rises with a raging storm of intimidation declaring 
that nobody will dare come close to the violating buildings to remove a single 
brick from them. The government retreats and weakens in the face of the 














the threat of falsehood with its resounding voice. The government submits 
and succumbs to this insolent defiance and the governors wash their hands of 
any measure guaranteed by the law. So implementation comes to an immediate 
halt, and this new law, like its predecessors, falls into the bottom of a 
deep well. What a surprise! The farce of elevations and violations persists, 
even turns more rabid than before. Look around you to see its manifestations 
defying all the preceding and following building and planning laws in all 
quarters of Cairo and al-Jizah. 


To tell the truth, the only hope left to me is to demand an immediate and 
speedy trial for these people who tamper with the law, who sabotage the 
country, who corrupt everything and who are in love with illicit profit and 
with greed--a fair trial in which right prevails and falsehood is defeated. 


I repeat my appeal to Muhammad Husni Mubarak, his excellency the president 

of the republic, who has proven in only 2 years, his entire period in office, 
his concern and his care for his people's interests. We ask him to carry 

out what he said in his decisive statement, namely, "If the law is not firm 
and strict against violators, we will use all our powers to achieve this 
objective.” 


God be with him and our hearts surround him. God never fails any of His 


servants who honestly and sincerely seek His help to uphold what is right, 
to promote His word and to stifle the voice of those who corrupt the earth. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/72 
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EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT RESTRICTION OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Nov 83 p ll 


(Article by Muhammad ‘'Abd-al-Qaddus: "Student Freedom Between Opposition 
and Government; Government Imposes Restrictions on Students and Opposition 
Considers Their Freecom Fundamental” ] 


[Text] Vigilant opposition is Egypt's future. There is no doubt that it is 
a turn ror the better that the people aspire to--an alternative to the 
taltering and muddled policies of the National Party government. 


A specific example confirms what we have said--the freedom of students at the 
university. The government exerts efforts to restrict the students; their 
thinking and intellect, their steps and movements. The opposition, on the 
‘ther hand, wants to release the students and give them their freedom, their 
tull freedom. With freedom, the student will belong to Egypt and love it. 
le will sacrifice his time and efforts for it. Egypt becomes the center of 
his interest and the student becomes a human being with a commitment and 

i complete personality. With restrictions, the student graduates from the 
university as an employee and as a selfish human being who thinks only of 
himself, has a weak personality and is hesitant and lazy. This is the 
difference between freedom and oppression. 


University Has Become Big Prison 


Come with me, let us tour the university to see the big difference between 
the opposition's thinking and the National Party government's thinking. 


We note on approaching the university campus that the university has become 
a big prison. All the iron gates are closed and the university guards stand 
behind them. It is forbidden to entex the university without a university 
card. As a result, we find hundreds of students standing outside the 
university because they have not been fortunate enough to get the required 
identity card at the right time. Upon entering, there is nothing to prevest 
your being "humiliated" on the pretext of inspection. 


Dr Muhammad Hilmi Murad, Labor Party secretary general, says that the 
opposition's viewpoint in this approach is in total conflict with the 
government's viewpoint. Our viewpoint is based on confidence in the students, 





contrary to the National Party's viewpoint, which is based on fear and 
wariness toward the students. The difference in viewpoints clearly leads 

to a difference in behavior. The opposition's viewpoint, which is based on 
contidence in the students, is followed by respect for their liberties, 

the simplest of which is freedom to enter the university. The opposition 
believes that freedom to enter the university is fundamental. It demands that 
the university guard be abolished. It wants to remove the iron fences at the 
university's gates. All students should not be the object of suspicion until 
they prove their innocence. It is unreasonable and illogical to impose a 
siege on all students out of fear of a terroristic or trouble-making minority. 
The guarantee ot student caim is not achieved by intimidating the students 

but from giving them their legitimate freedom. The guarantee comes from the 
presence of an Egyptian government that represents all of Egypt, works for 

the overwhelming majority and is not imposed on the people or working for 

a minority among them. 


Student Union Massacre 


Finally, we enter the university after experiencing a hardship and difficulty 
that did not exist until a few years ago. We notice immediately that every 
student is preoccupied with himself and is negative. It is from home to the 
lecture and home again. Often, it is also skipping the lectures to sit in 
the cafeteria or to wander aimlessly through the university. The reason for 
this negative attitude is clear and well known, namely, the student massacre, 
as it has been rightly described by Dr Hilmi Murad, which took place in 1979 
when broad amendments were introduced into the student bylaws--amendments 
that deprived the students of many of the legitimate rights they had gained 
with their struggle, not to mention the technical restrictions those amend- 
ments imposed on the student movement. 


Let us review these restrictions to see the vast difference between the 
painful reality under which we live because of the National Party government 
and the hope of the opposition for a better life free of restrictions and 
hindrances. 


Dr Hilmi Murad says that the student bylaws contain restrictions that are 
dangerous to the student movement, the most significant being: 


Abolition of the general federation of the republic's students as the epitome 
of the Egyptian student movement and the transfer of this federation's powers 
to the Universities Higher Council--a transfer that undermines Egypt's 

reputation in other countries that have student federations and organizations. 


Abolition of the student union at the level of the individual university and 
its replacement by an administrative university apparatus that has been called 
the Council for the Coordination of Student Activities. 


The student union at the university level has lost its role as a student 
organization. There are no more than 5 students in the 12-member union 
council. The other members comprise 5 professors, a college dean and the 
head of the college's or institute's youth welfare apparatus as secretary 
of the union fund. 
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fhe powers of these orphaned unions have become feeble. They are forbidden 
student services, such as printing academic folders, 
id or solving student problems. 


fhe opposition demands that all these restrictions be abolished, that the 
general federation of the republic's students be restored, that the individual 
university unions be restored and that the student unions in each college 
regain their role as student organizations, with student elements 
predominating, and that these unions be given the requisite powers. Do you 
now see the vast difference between the opposition thinking and the ruling 
party thinking’? 


Our university tour continues. We also note that there is no intellectual 
activity whatsoever after the end of the lectures. It is forbidden. The 
bylaws state this frankly. The student unions have been banned from engaging 
in any factional, political or ideological activity. 


When University Loses Its Freedom 


Dr Ashrat al-Bayyumi, a science professor at Alexandria University, draws 
our attention to numerous important points: 


The university is inseparable from society, meaning that if freedom prevails 
in the country then this freedom will also extend to the university. Ina 
restricted society ruled by an emergency law and by martial laws and a society 
in which there is an arsenal of laws that restrict freedom in all its forms, 
there can never be freedom in the universities. Regrettably, this is the 
situation in our country. The opposition's struggle for the freedom of the 
university must focus primarily on the freedom of society as a whole. 


When the university loses its freedom, capabilities disappear and are replaced 
primarily by loyalty. Look at the selection of university presidents, for 
example. The selection criteria are not the degree of high capability but 
rather the degree of loyalty to the National Party. This causes the 
universities to lose their independence and this loss is in open violation 

of the constitution, which guarantees the independence of the universities 
and of the scientific research institutes. Every university president, 

of course, must compete with others to display his loyalty to the party that 
has selected him. The president of a university thus engages in acts that 
are not at all compatible with his status. The Alexandria University 
president, for example, supported the ill-fated resolutions of September 1981 
in a ludicrous manner and referred Dr Ashraf al-Bayyumi to an investigation 
committee because Dr al-Bayyumi dared to go to Lebanon within the delegation 
of the Egyptian national forces without asking for “his excellency the 
university president's" permission. 


[t is also forbidden to appoint any professor who does not adopt the state's 
thinking to prominent positions in the university. When the university loses 


its freedom, its distinctive role in serving society vanishes. This role 
has several characteristics that disappear altogether under the canopy of 
oppression. The university seeks to graduate a specialized individual 
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who belongs to his society, not just an employee holding a diploma. The 
university seeks to graduate an individual with a rounded personality who 
understands his society's problems. Universities in the free societies are 
points of contact between the foreign world and the rest of society. They 
sound the early alarm without fear, drawing attention to society's problems 
and exerting efforts to solve them. They are the vanguard of the forces 
struggling against any oppression or suppression. They do not live in an 
ivory tower but within the heart of society, interacting with society's 
various institutions. They are tantamount to the intellect in the body of 
the state. Under restrictions, the task of this intellect is obstructed. 


Intelligence in Auditoriums 


We continue our university tour. Come, let us enter a university auditorium 
to see how education is conducted there. We will find numerous negative 
aspects. There are large numbers of students exceeding the necessary limit. 
They have no opportunity to select the disciplines they want and their 
opportunity to engage in free dialogue with their professors is minimal. 


What is surprising is that intelligence people are present in the auditoriums, 
spying on the professors. This is what Dr Ibrahim Saqr, a professor of 
international relations at the Economy and Political Science College, stressed 
to me, observing that he personally seized two intelligence officers in two 
separate incidents. In one incident, the informer [plainclothesman] exposed 
himself when he tried to leave the lecture without permission, having "gotten 
bored."' Dr Ibrahim Saqr seized him and a scandal ensued. Dr Saqr said: 

"I do not approve of education in its present form. Education must be 
democratic from start to finish. Democracy must prevail from the time of 
entry into the university until final exams." 


Democracy in education means, in Dr Ibrahim Saqr's view, several things. 

[t is first of all, a part of democracy throughout the state. He asserts that 
education, especially in the theoretical disciplines, is not at all neutral. 
This is why the students must be trained in free thinking, dialogue and 
discussion. This training develops the students’ personality and ties them 
to learning. It breathes life into the scientific disciplines and thus keeps 
them from being lifeless. There is no harm in disagreements in viewpoints 
and in seeing students make mistakes. Man learns from both mistakes and 
correct steps and his personality develops in this way. A professor must 

be democratic with the students and must permit them to ar ve and disagree 
with him. 


Dr Ibrahim Saqr said: "Even though I am confident of myself and of my 
knowledge, I still benefit and iearn from dialogue with my students. 
He stresses the importance of getting students used to reading and research. 
Education is not just instruction, and it is very important that the students 
be given the opportunity to select some disciplines that they wish to study, 
as happens in the advanced countries. 


a) 








Finally, Dr Ibrahim Saqr stresses the importance of the freedom of students 
to engage in all activities and to discuss all national issues. This develops 
their sense of belonging to their country. Teaching this sense of belonging 
is not accomplished through national anthems and slogans but through action 
and participation in national issues. 


8494 
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LIBYA 


WATER PIPELINE DEAL SIGNED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 46, 14 Nov 83 p 10 


[Text } The Libyan govemment and South Korea's Donga bus- 


iness group have signed a $3.3 billion contract for the 
construction of two water pipelines with a combined 
length of 1,900 kilometres. Requiring an estimated 20 
million tonnes of steel-concrete pipe, the pipelines will 
eventually bring some 4 million tonnes of water daily from 
the interior to agricultural and industrial centres on the 
coast. One will connect Tazerbo in the Libya desert with 
the coastal city of Bengazi, while the other will link Sarir, 
aly:) inland, with Sirt. 

It was announced earlier that Donga had won the 
deal, but the contract was actually signed in Tripoli last 
week (An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, July 25). The 
work will be carried out by Donga Concrete Industrial, 
Donga Construction Industrial and Korea Express, all sub- 
sidiaries of the Donga group. In addition, Price Brothers 
of the US will provide technical assistance in producing 
the special cylindrical concrete pipes. Work, scheduled to 
start this year, isexpected to take seven years to complete. 

The contract, dubbed Libya’s “great man-made riv- 
er,” is one of the biggest of its kind and will give the 
troubled South Korean construction industry a much- 
needed shot in the arm. Last year the South Korean con- 
tractors suffered a 4 per cent drop in overseas business 
compared with 1981, mainly because of competition from 
rival companies based in the Philippines, Thailand and 
Indonesia. 


cso: 4500/24 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


BAHRAINI-SAUDI BANK--Manama, 9 Dec (WAKH)--An agreement has been signed 
here on the founding system and statutes of the Bahraini-Saudi Bank, a 
Bahraini shareholding company. The bank's announced capital is 50 million 
Bahraini dinars, and its paid capital is 40 million dinars. The 181 
founders of the bank have paid 27 million dinars and the other 13 million 
dinars will be opened for public subscription in January or February next 
year. The share's value is one dinar, 50 percent of which is paid. 
[Excerpts] [Manama WAKH in Arabic 0800 GMT 9 Dec 83] 
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POTASH EXPORTS TO CHINA TO INCREASE 


Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 13 Nov 83 p 3 


[Article by Wassab Samawi] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4400/94 


AMMAN — In the wake of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s talks with Chinese leaders during his recent 
visit to the People’s Republic of China, the Arab 
Potash Company (APC) will increase its exports of 
Jordanian potash to China to 60,000 tonnes for this 
year, according to APC Director Ali Khasawneh. 


He said in a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, 
that a Chinese cargo ship will dock 
at the port of Aqaba towards the 
end of this month to take delivery 
of 30,000 tonnes of phosphates. 

This year, APC will sell 300,000 
tonnes of potash mostiy to far eas- 
tern nations including China and 
India. The company then aims to 
raise its production level to 1.2 
million tonnes by 1986, when the 
potash plant positioned on the 
Dead Sea will be completed, Mr. 
Khasawneh said. 

Also, he said, there are studies 
at present being undertaken to 
consider the doubling of this fig- 


ure in view of the increasing dem- 


and for Jordanian potash by China 
and India. 

According to Mr. Khasawneh, it 
is in the interest of China and 
India to buy Jordan's potash bec- 
ause they save nearly $8 for every 
tonne they would otherwise have 
to import from other sources: 

APC’s prices are similar to 
those charged by Canada — the 
biggest world exporter of potash 
but our potash is cheaper for the 
far eastern countries than Can- 
ada’s because the transportation 
distance involved is shorter thus 
making the freight cost con- 
siderably less, Mr. Khasawneh 
said. 


/j 


Mr. Khasawneh revealed that 
APC makes a profit of 510 per 
tonne when selling potash to India 
and China. “That's why APC has 
drawn up plans to sell nearly 75 
per cent of its total potash pro- 
duction to far eastern countries,” 
Mr. Khasawneh said. 

Jordan sells potash to Ind- 
onesia, China and India, all of 
which are Asian nations, as Jordan 
maintains very strong ties with 
these countries, Mr. Khasawneh 
added. 


However, he said, the world 
potash market has improved lately 
and the prices have risen by 93 per 
tonne, he said. By the middle of 
1984, he added, the price is exp- 
ected to have rise by between 57 
and 510. 

One of the main factors that 
helps Jordan export considerable 
quantities of potash is the pre- 
sence of a modern port at Aqaba 
which can load ships with up to 
2,000 tonnes of potash per hour, 
Mr. Khasawneh pointed out. 


He said that once the potash 
market in the United States imp- 
roves, Canada will export most of 
its potash production to its sou- 
thern neighbour, thus opening 
even wider avenues for Jordan to 
market its product in Asia and the 
far east. 
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\L-"AOABAH DISTRICT OFFICER INTERVIEWED ON DEVELOPMEN 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 26 Oct 83 p 7 


[interview with Husayn al-Habashinah, the al-'Aqabah district officer, by Habis 
il-"Asufi: "The City is Witnessing a Renaissance in the Economy, Development 
| Tourism, Various Services are Being Provided to the Citizens, the Workers 


ind the Tourists; "date and place not specified. } 


rext| In view of the importance of the city of al-'Aqabah, which is Jordan's 
| rateway on the coast of the Red Sea, and the comprehensive renaissance 
vhich all aspects of life there, from development to the economy and tourism, 
ive witnessed, AL-DUSTER met with al-'Aqabah's district officer, Mr Husayn 
labashinah, who spoke in detail about the city of al-'Aqabah and the develop- 
nent which it has witnessed and is still witnessing. 


Population of al-'Aqabah 


\l-Habashinah estimates the population of al-'Aqabah at 40,000 to 50,000. How- 
ver, this number is increasing constantly, in view of internal migration, due 
to the abundance of employment opportunities and the economic and tourist activ- 
ity in the city. In addition, large numbers of people come from Arab countries 


ind foreign countries for tourism or work. 


Mr al-Habashinah added that most of the inhabitants of the district of al-'Aqa- 

hah Live outside the city and are Beduin. Due to the difficult living condi- 

, some of them were forced to go and emigrate in search of work and a 

living. This moved the government to settle these inhabitants. It built hous- 

ing and agricultural projects for them in the areas where they live and worked 
» assure them necessary services, in order to prevent them from emigrating. 

[t also encouraged them to work in these agricultural projects and gave oppor- 

tunities for learning modern agricultural methods, especially in the Wadi ‘Ara- 
in projects which were set by the Jordan Valley Authority. 


tions 


. . ™ 7 
Murist riaces 


kuestion] Concerning the development of tourist places and antiquities, Mr 
11-Habishinah had this to say: 





\nswet [In view of the sunny climate al-'Aqabah enjoys all year because of 
of 


its | ition on the sea, it has become the place to go for the citizens of 
Jordan during their free time. They spend the most pleasant of times on the 


beautiful shore, with the warm sun and the thick palm trees. In view of the 


unique qualities this shore has, it enjoys a great reputation in many coun- 
tries of the world. Therefore, the city of al-'Aqabah has become a place 
visited by tourists from all over the world. In view of this positive re- 
onse in the area of tourism, accompanying tourist services must be created. 
fhe most important service is the hotels, which will absorb these visitors 
ind offer them the necessary services. Thus, specialized hotel companies 
have been set up in the city of al-'Aqabah, with both the private and the 


public sector taking part to provide these vital facilities. The Ministry of 
fourism and Antiquities has conducted the studies needed to develop both the 
southern and the northern coasts of al-'Aqabah, with the goal of increasing 
the absorption capacity of the hotels in order to keep pace with the develop- 
ment in the scale of tourism. 

[In addition, the government has interested itself in the means of transporta- 
tion and in bringing the tourists to the resort areas with the necessary com- 
fort at appropriate prices, in order to stimulate the flow of tourists. Thus, 
the government has worked to open an airport in the city of al-'Aqabah in 
order to transport groups of tourists from the capital of ‘Amman to al-'Aqabah, 
thereby making things easier for them. It has also worked on creating tourist 
transportation companies outfitted with modern, air-conditioned buses. Since 
the city of al-‘Aqabah is considered the only gateway to the Red Sea, it has 
become an important tourist center for shipping companies and a stopping place 
for tour ships from the various parts of the world. Moreover, a serious study 
has been done of the idea of creating an artificial lake on the northern part 
of the Gulf. It would contain all the public facilities needed to be a tour- 
ist center. Then there are the projects which are slated to be built on the 
‘outhern shore. The decision to undertake them was made by the ministerial 
committee set up for this purpose which has been charged with developing the 
coast so that it will fulfill the wishes of the tourists and summer visitors. 
[his will be done to stimulate the flow of tourists in the city and make things 
easier tor every visitor, with attention also being given to attracting Jor- 
danian citizens to spend their vacations in the city of al-'Aqabah instead of 
utside the country. 


n the District of al-'Aqabah 


sr 


\griculture 


‘concerning agriculture in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr al-Habash- 


inah said this: 


\ . ’ 
uestion} 


‘Answer] Since the land in the district of al-'Aqabah is sandy and seldom re- 
‘eives rain, and then only a little, the government has mainly been interested 
irrigated agricultural projects. It has been trying to give the inhabi- 


tants the means necessary for a dignified life and to encourage them to stay. 
\mong the most important of these projects are: 


--The Wadi ‘Arabah Cooperative project. The cultivation of tomatoes, citrus 


fruit and cucumbers inside plastic houses in the Wadi 'Arabah region has be- 
eun. An area of about 400 dunams has been used. 
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il-Sa'idiyyin project of the Jordan Valley Authority. The area of this 
t is 36 dunams. They are planted with a crop of tomatoes ‘ucumbers 
{ barley. The area is irrigated with artesian wells. 


~The Rahmah project being carried out by the Jordan Valley Authority. The 
rea of this project is 100 dunams. It has been planted with a crop of t 
es, cucumbers and squash. 


‘The al-Disi agricultural project. ne area of the project is 800 dunams. 
his area ef ground has been planted with a crop of watermelon, cantaloupe, 


ettuce, barley, wheat and clover. 


gricultural Problems 


[Question] Concerning the problems faced by agriculture in the district of 


|—-'Aqabah, Mr al-Habashinah said: 


Answer] Agricultural pests are considered one of the problems to which the 


rops are exposed. They affect both the quantity produced and the farms in 


veneral. Moreover, the location of the agricultural projects is itself one of 


he major problems which the farmers confront, since all of these projects are 


in distant places far from the cities. This creates an obstacle for the farm- 
ers which hampers the marketing of their produce. In addition, some of the 


oads leading to these projects are bad, Moreover, the scarcity of water, 


which is absent in some areas, limits the area which can be planted, since it 


r 
| 


difficult to farm the entire area through irrigation. The same is true of 


arming without irrigation, due to the low yearly rainfall. 


nimal Wealth 


kuestion}] Concerning animal wealth in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr al- 


labashinah said: 


] 


(Answer|] The district of al-'Aqabah is considered an area in which there is 


little animal husbandry, since the majority of the animals in the district are 


ycated in the eastern section. The majority of them are sheep, goats and 
mels. The number of goats in the district is estimated to be 20,000 head. 


ne of the most important problems facing the animal resource is its scattered 


listribution and the fact that its owners do not stay in a particular place. 


ly 


his makes it difficult to provide veterinary services to the animal wealth. 


1 addition, pasture land and water are scarce in this region. As for the 


maritime wealth, which consists of fish, the quantity of fish caught has reach- 
ed about 20 tons, while the number of fishermen has reached 84. The number of 


shing boats is 18. Among the problems faced by the fishermen is the in- 


crease in the cost of fuel and in the price of ice, as well as the narrowness 


the area in which they are allowed to fish. Moreover, there are no fixed 
ices for fresh fish on the local market. 


Education in the District of al-'Aqabah 


1 ( 


M Yr 


‘ 


luestion] Concerning the matter of education in the district of al-'‘Aqabah, 


al-Habashinah said: 
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W ‘'reviously, such services had been limited to a medium health center. 

[n rdination with this expansion in health services, which are provided by 
1umerous agencies in this district, an assistant departmental office was open- 
ed in the district for the purpose of completely overseeing health affairs in 
the district. Therefore, health services were divided in the following manner: 


\l-'Aqabah has an integrated health center which contains an external clinic 
medicine, a dental clinic, a specialized clinic devoted to nose, 
ear and throat care, and a clinic for skin diseases. There are also village 
linics in the villages of Rahmah, Gharnadal, and Bir Mazkur. The district's 
s the Princess Hayya al-Husayn. It belongs to the royal medical 
services and offers treatment to all the citizens in the district of al-‘Aqa- 


- 
~ 
a 
es 
’ 


: , : , 
' + | 
one nospitail | 


[There there is the armed forces' facility, which has 100 beds. All but the 
lelicate specialties such as cardiac and neural operations are available there. 


'Y — . 
YW + OW are ae4 
water YL CUaALION 


(Question] Concerning the water situation in the district of al-'Aqabah, Mr 
1l1-Habashinah said: 


[Answer] In past years, the city of al-'Aqabah suffered greatly from a lack 
‘f water. It is an extremely hot city which needs large quantities of water 


for drinking purposes. It is also an industrial center. For these reasons, 
ind in view of its great suffering, the government has devoted increased atten- 
tion to the city of al-'Aqabah. It has done so by making water available to 
it, since the local water sources are insufficient. This began at the start 

§ the 1960's. The problem has been eliminated by sending water to the city 

of al-'Aqabah from the al-Disi depression wells and from a group of separate 
wells in the same area. Of course, the amount of water needed by the city 

and its factories is estimated at about 120,000 cubic meters a day. 


ie wells, which number seven, are scattered through the al-Disi depression. 
‘he productive capacity of each well is about 200 cubic meters per hour. Two 
to three wells are operated each day for 24 hours. 


‘re are eight wells in Wadi al-Yitm. he productive capacity of each well 
» to 40 cubic meters an hour. 


The quantity of water pumped daily from the wells of al-Quwayrah is between 
900 to 9OO cubic meters. It supplies the township of al-Quwayrah and the 
Arabs of the al-Qadman triangle. 
There are six wells in Abu al-Diba' and the plain of al-Sawan. They are used 
only for irrigation. They are operated according to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture's need for irrigation water. Moreover, water arrives in all the areas 
daily, so that there is no Jack of drinking water. As for the villages with 
the greatest need, they are supplied through water cisterns. There are two 
isterns in the county of al-Quwayrah and two in al-'Aqabah. 
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DEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE AMMAN URGED 


Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 1-2 Dec 83 p 4 


[Article in the "Red And Black" column by Jawad Ahmad: 


Concept and Solutions" ] 


[Text ] 


bhHk sIAN who should be ace- 
pedited with the term “dea- 
mnanisauon” is His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. In the Second Economic 
Vevelopmnent Conterence held 
im Ammanin 19/6, Lhe Crown 
Prince used the term to suin up 
one of Jordan's main economic 
worries and insinudie ihe sol- 
uuion to the problem 

Lhe problem ot course ts the 
skewed population disinibulion 
of Jordan. Itty estimated that 
‘S per cent of the Jordan pop- 
ulation live in the cily ol 
Amman proper. [he Greater 
\ininan area hosts 5/ per cent 
of Jordans population. In 
other words 1.3 million Jor- 
Janians live in approximately 
S00 square kilometres, while 
the resi of the 2.4 million inh- 
adilants are OVer 
Y4.000 square Kilometres 


scattered 


As for the people of Amman 
liselt, lite has reached limits of 
diminishing returns. [he ret- 
urn in terms Ot happiness ts 
Jeclining because oO! Ccro- 
wdedness and competition 
t-ttorty by the government to 
keep up are on all he line, yet 
peoples appelile seeis lO be 
Lasiel 
population dis 
however, 


Lhe 
(Mbullons 


nore than meets the eye 


Involves 
lhe 


rural Output and production 


has diminished over tune. and | 
lend to believe, thai the pop- 


ulation sub-nuimbers in Jor- 
dams rural areas have neg- 
alively affected agriculture 


Quipul Was mainiained al its 
current level by heavy labour 
and capital unports 

Lhere ts also the cost of tra- 
Nsterring available resources 
from their Current positions to 
their respective markets. Imp- 
ortis come basically through 
Aqaba and are hauled 320 kil- 
ometres tO Ainiman. Vloreover, 
waler, energy and agncultural 
products take large tiny 
estnents and expenditures to 
secure them tor the 
Amman 

What is the solution then to 
get around this) problem? 
Jeammanise. [his means that 
producuve ventures and ini- 
rastructural projects in the 
rural areas must be increased 
and beeled up. At this Stage 

expensive pro- 
hile the state bud- 
velisstiving loreach a balance 


users oO! 


this is) an 
Poston \) 


between BOY ernment s current 


eapenditures and Jomestic 


bevenues, CspPaunding services 
ind production in rural areas 
becomes severely Constrained 
tO ftullii 
Us pOal of enuicing people to 
Amman and to 
Keep peopie Outside it where 
ihis can be achieved 


What Can be done 


Hove outside 


ihey are’ 


JORDAN 


"Deammanisation: 


by a combination of ideas 


First. by adopting proper lep- 
Islations that would make it 
more profitable to invest out- 
side Amman. The Enc- 
Ouragement of Investment 
Law Can give tax concessions 
and tariff amenities. I believe 
the Ministry of Industry and 
lrade has done something to 
that effect 


Second, by endorsing a plan 
which would enhance the basic 
services and ensure their abi- 
lity. ater and electricity are 
neans to keep people in rural 
areas and enhance their fel- 
icity. Roads of course ts ano- 
ther outlet. Next year's; 1984 
budget was declared as a yeai 
ot water and electricity in rural 
areas 


Phird. by enhancing the inc- 
ome im rural areas through 
encouraging agricultural pro- 
duction, marketing and price 
flexibility 


[hese proposition’s are nec- 
essary and partially sufficient 
to do the trick. Universities in 
the North and South of the 
country will eventually create 
in atmosphere of local pride 
that could transcend the urge 
to move to Amman 

Weammanisation wa 
cea In relation 


situation 


pan- 


to the current 











JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


RESEARCH EXCHANGE WITH FRG--AMMAN (J.T.)--An academic cooperation agreement 
between Jordan and West Germany is due to be signed Wednesday at tne Yarmouk 
Liaison Office here. The agreement, which will be between Yarmouk University 
and the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), will help to realise new re- 
search projects, according to a spokesman for the West German embassy. Both 
sides, the spokesman continued, will annually exchange up to three highly 
qualified scientists for this purpose. The exchange programme is in addition 
to the already existing academic graduate exchange programmes which have been 
running within the framework of the German-Jordanian Academic Exchange Sched- 
ule. For the academic year 1984/85, West Germany has already forwarded 
through the DAAD up to 15 Ph.D-scholarships for graduates of the Jordanian 
universities and a number of short-term invitations for study visits to Ger- 
many for staff members of Jordanian institutes. Beyond that, the German gov- 
ernment and German private institutions and foundations annually provide a 
great number of scholarships in various fields. The agreement will be signed 
by the German ambassador to Jordan Dr. Hermann Munz and the President of Yar- 
mouk University, Dr. Adnan Badran. [Text] [Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 

30 Nov 83 p 3] 


CSO: 4400/94 








bw 


— 


STUDY EXAMINES ROLE OF WOMEN IN REPLACING FOREIGN LABOR FORCE 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 22 Nov 83 p 1/7 


(Article: "Looking at the Gulf: Findings on Kuwaiti Women's Employment; Work- 
ing Women...Will They Replace the Expatriate Work Force in the Gulf?!; One 
Woman Can Eliminate the Need to Bring in Five People (Average Family Size for 

a Foreign Worker); Women Constitute Only 9.3 Percent of the Work Force in Ku- 
wait, While Foreign Workers Make Up 27 Percent; Social Circumstances Hinder 

. : t " 

Expansion of Women's Role"] 


[Text] This journalistic study asks an important question about the Gulf work 
force, and the women in it in particular...Can the working woman help limit 
the bringing in of foreign workers? There is a logic behind this question be- 
cause the work of one woman can keep the country from bringing in "at least 
five people," the average size family of a foreign worker. 


However, the "illogical" aspect is that we are asking women to cover all fields 
and to fill any shortage in the job market when we broaden our discussion of 
women's working, which is limited by the various social circumstances of the 
Gulf woman herself. 


In general, this study does not make this demand, since it only deals with it 
marginally in order to answer the question of whether women in the work force 
can replace the expatriate work force. 


Specifically, it deals with working women in Kuwaiti society, a group that 
makes up only 9.3 percent of the total work force, while expatriates comprise 
27 percent. 

Visitors to the Arab Gulf region usually observe the scarcity of local working 
women in government and private institutions as compared with the expatriate 
work force even though this region has made broad strides in university and 


trade education. 


Official statistics show that the local work force of women in Kuwait is only 
9.3 percent of the total, while expatriate: make up 2/7 percent of the work 


rorce . 
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-d in the ield best suited ft ier intellectual abilities and personal prefer- 


} tery 
She added that the most significant obstacle is attempting to juggle her pro- 


fessional demands, which satisty her intellectual ambitions as a person, and 
the demands of family responsibility, which are her primary duties and realize 


her ambitions as the woman of the household.. 


—_ 
- 


[It is said that many women who work or wish to cannot participate effectively 
lic life either because they cannot find household help or good care for 


} 


their children or families when they enter the work force for economic reasons 


yr because of social reasons, such as the opposition of their husbands or other 
family members to their working outside the home 


Dr Bastaki stresses that these obstacles must become known and the difficulties 


facing working women overcome through conducting studies and investigations. 


Regarding the role of women's associations in the question of working women, 
she says that these associations carried out their role during a specific stage 
--when women were prohibited from participating in the professional and scien- 
tific associations for their professions--however, this does not mean that 

hey are no longer useful. Their role now is to help working women by setting 
up model day care centers supervised by specialists in this field. 


Dr Bustaki emphasizes that replacing the expatriate worker with a woman or a 
man will not lessen the severity of the expatriate worker problem. 


| 
Some tvpes of work performed by the expatriate are shunned by both sexes in the 


She savs that the solution may be to use modern technology or to draft voung 
SE 


construction work 


as a type of compulsory national 


a 
A 


ynnclusion, Dr Bustaki emphasizes that the source of the problem is existing 
a ’ ‘ ' : ' oc 14 . ” ° 7 ‘i - ; ? 
nditions, which she does not specify, adding that ‘nothing has changed. 


In this regard, members of the working women's committee of the General Federa- 
tion of Kuwaiti Workers stress the social and economic practicality of the 
female work force, even though it is small, iting the fact that one working 
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di rid, where societies suffer from backwardness and vari d lal 
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The met iy that working women in Kuwait suffer discrimination in opportun- 
i i hal 1 Lite t ¥ i f sik, hi i < ‘ ' a . lisa Lhe i & i Ai; 7 } A > 


itis n the two sexes, such as the limited opportunities for advancement 
in the yernment sector, where they are often passed over, and the private 
sector where they are almost completely ignored. Officials justify this, par- 
ticularly where it concerns the "private" family sector, with reasons that are 
not logical, even though laws governing both sectors have taken into account 
women's iality with men for equal work from the standpoint of prohibiting 


women from working at night, granting maternity leave and the situation favor- 
ible to women in insurance laws. 


They also said that some women have a negative attitude toward participating in 
public lite because they do not realize that it is important. 


wondered why, if women are a participating force in prodtrction 
ind social and economic change, their position in society is unchangei. 


The members expressed optimism for the future, since the percentage of women 
T 


University was 61 percent from 1965 to 1975, with almost 
the same percentage graduating from technical institutes. 


vyraduates trom Kuwait 


j/ 


[lliteracy among women dropped from 77.9 percent in 1957 to 49.6 percent in 
L980, while holders of degrees from secondary school or hihger went from | per- 
cent in 1957 to 7.7/7 percent in 1980. 


[llitera mong men decreased from 48.6 percent in 1957 to 22.7 percent in 
1980, while holders of degrees from secondary school or higher went from 4 per- 
ent in 1957 to 10.2 percent in 1980. 


‘one Luding, the members of the committee emphasized to Kuwait News Agency 
[KUNA] that they are convinced that women's rights will not come automatically, 
but must be obtained through organization and clear-sighted collective efforts, 
such as establishing a general women's federation with political education of 


men a t yrimary goal. 
rr ‘Ali Taqi, Cultural Attache at the Bahraini Embassy in Paris and one concern- 
ed about women's affairs who has participated in several forums and seminars 


mn women, believes that Gulf women have received a great deal of encouragement 
from officials in their countries, both toward education and working, particu- 
larly in the fields which are appropriate for women--in his opinion--such as 
‘communications, radio and the banking sector. However, he believes that the 
bottom line is for women to establish themselves in the job market and to con- 
stitute a large percentage of the work force. 
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He adds that women’s importance here derives from their pervasiveness in the 
job market, for if they constitute a large percentage, say 25 r 3U percent, 
then ot suurse the national economy will depend a great deal on their partici- 
pation 


Dr Taqi also says that, although there are an abundance of educational oppor- 
tunities tor both men and women in the Gulf, certain social circumstances 
limit women's advancement in this sphere. He underscores the r 

taking advantage of all the opportunities afforded them in an informed, intel- 
ligent manner. 

Dr Taqi emphasizes that women's political rights are an accepted fact, for 
when they establish their capabilities and extensive presence in the economic 
ind social spheres, their political rights will be awarded them as the culmin- 
ition of their historic development. 


Dr Taqi says that local women can replace expatriate workers in many high, mid- 
and low-level positions, such as clerical work; however, they will probably 

not replace them in non-skilled jobs, such as construction and cleaning, be- 
cause ot social barriers. 


Mrs Amal Badr al-Gharbali, researcher for the human sciences journal of Kuwait 
University, believes that the issue of Gulf women is a relative one, for if 

we look at the broad picture--the position of Arab women in general--we find 
that the main problem is the widespread illiteracy and lack of education among 


Arab women as a whole. 


lds, "If we Look at the current status of women in Kuwait, we would be 
envied for the opportunities we have for an education and to take part in 
public Life, from which we can benefit many times over. 


’ 


She ac 


"The final goal which will unite the interlocking circles of Gulf women and 
Arab women in general in the broadest framework is to liberate all Arabs and 
to put the right man or woman, not just the right man, in the right position-- 
planning for a progressive society througt its material foundations and human 


lations.” 


re 
For this reason, Mrs al-Gharbali believes that, taking into consideration the 
‘ritical political circumstances in the Arab world and the weakness of Arab 
liberation forces at the present, the direct cause of this is the general] 
cultural trend prevailing in the country. 


She commented that the official news media daily put out propaganda to create 
. . . . . Lf . > try ' ™ 

i female society reliant on men, and she criticized the radio program "Woman's 

Corner" as teaching women only about cooking, rearing children and applying 


makeup. 


She emphasized that this will create a false awareness among women themselves, 
for we find many who are not aware of their rights and at times of their own 


existence. Instead, they rely on rearing their children the same way past 


venerations did. 
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AMBASSADOR INTERVLEWED ON EGYPT-OMAN RELATIONS 


Interview with Omani Ambassador Ghalib ‘Abdallah Jabran, by Hidayat ‘Abd-al- 


4 


Nabi, date and place not given] 


[Text] Husni Mubarak assumed the presidency of Egypt 2 years 
igo in the same month in which the glorious October victories 
took place. In this article, we continue the Arab dialogue 
ncerning President Mubarak and this great victory. This 
interview is with Ghalib ‘Abdallah Jabran, ambassador of the 


Sultanate of Oman to Egypt, who is now completing his first 


vear in Cairo. 


(Question|] Before the month of the October victories and the second anniversary 
‘f Husni Mubarak's presidency comes to a close, what are your comments, Mr Anm- 
assador nm the lLOth anniversary of the October victories? 


. i 


'Answer|] As IL observed the October celebrations here in Cairo, I was reminded 


the LO years that have passed since the beginning of the bloody fighting. 
| immediately made a comparison between conditions prevailing in the Arab world 


before and after 1400 on 6 October 1973, the 10th of Ramadan. 


he situation in the Arab nation then was like that of a lake that is vast but 
very still. Everyone believed that it was a stiff corpse completely incapable 
taking any steps to eliminate the effects of the 1967 defeat. 
Suddenly, the silence became a roar as the Egyptian troops shouted, "God is most 
rreat!" The Bar Lev line was not the only thing destroyed by their courage. 
‘ir victories smashed military theories and principles that have long been 
irned by military men in institutes and colleges in Eastern and Western states 
tlike. Military science acadenies have acknowledged that innovative fighting 
‘thods employed by the Egyptian army have become a part of the curricula stud- 
d by students ot army, navy, and air force colleges throughout the world. 


wisdom of Providence willed that President Husni Mubarak, then commander of 
cutting off Israel's long arm--its air 











> ? 

rhaps the most important lesson that can be learned from this war is that the 
\ral ire ipable of achieving the highest forms of solidarity, as the battles 
ade clear. The experience of Arab cooperation in October 19/73 proved that we 
ir ipable of unifying our positions and marshaling all our resources toward 
rie 24 i wnen we try to do SO. 
Relation ketween Muscat, Cairo 
[Question] What is your impression of Egvptian-Omani relations in all their 
political, cultural, economic, and commercial aspects? 
lA ri Mu 1 Cai have gone bey i the raditi al »lations that r- 
AnsSwet iscat an AALro have gone beyond the traditiona reiations that no 


mally join any two states of the world. They now have a strong and special 
relationship based on a solid foundation of positive cooperation in all fields, 
mutual respect, and continual consultation with one another. 


[ am pleased to affirm that these relations have undergone continuous progress 
that has led to conformity in the two countries’ positions and views on impor- 


ional issues. 


Time continually strengthens the fraternal ties that bind the two countries 
under the brotherhood and friendship that unite Sultan Qabus and President Husni 
Mubarak, who have developed the countries' relations to a level of excellence 
imony Arab relations. 


Cooperation between Muscat and Cairo extends to all areas. There are continuous 
communications among all the Egyptian and Omani ministries to arrange joint 
cooperation in all fields in a climate of continuous coordination and consulta- 
tion between President Mubarak and Sultan Qabus. 


Moreover, relations have not stopped at official cooperation but have extended 
to a deepening of communication between the two peoples through the opening of 
man to Egyptians who wish to work there. These Egyptians are participating 
with their Omani brothers to promote development, building, and modernization 
in the sultanate. 

foday Egyptians form the largest Arab colony in Oman among all the citizens of 


the Arab world states who have come to work in Oman. The citizens of Oman re- 
‘ognize the positive role the Egyptians are playing in the achievement of pro- 
gress in Oman. 

[The Omanis are extremely proud of the friendship of the ancient Egyptian people, 
who courageously bore the burdens their destiny imposed on them when their coun- 


try became the first line of defense of the Arab people. 
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sue and Cairo’s position on it. 
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the various aspects of the issue confirmed that Egypt would never 
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national responsibility. In fact it performed its duty with a 
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t attained the level of sacrifice, and Egypt's economy was heavily 
b commitments. Egypt did all this 


spirit, viewing this role as a matter of destiny from which it 
released. Rather, it has the honor of undertaking the burdens 


its shoulders despite its well known lack of economic resources and 


wing population. 


man did not hesitate to support all the Egyptian efforts aim 
O 


ed at 
Arab-Israeli conflict, which reached an important turning poin 


int in 


peace initiative. 


ew was that Cairo's announcement of that initiative did not represent 
to disengage itself from its responsibilities. Moreover, Oman was-- 
s--confident that Egypt was not retreating and will not retreat from 
he rights of the Arabs. Moreover, the sultanate believes it is nec- 
ry every door that could lead to a solution of the unfortunate Pal- 


+ 4 
} .f 
opiem. 


ison, Sultan Oabus called on the Arab world to give the Egyptian ef- 


’ . ‘ " Al 
nce to succeed and not to take away Cairo's right to wage the ‘war 


ions on the peace front. 


succeeded in signing the peace agreement that is the general frame- 
iccomplishments in the area along with the recovery of Sinai, 


° - ' _ . - “ . ' . * 
irmed its support for the Egyptian efforts. Cairo’s positions on the 


at to the achievement of a total and just 


the solution to the problem coincided exactly with the viewpoints 
inate, which joins with Cairo in adopting several main points: 


ian-Israeli agreement is 1ect a separate ana partial solution but rath- 


ace. 
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ind the legal rights of the Palestinian people to return and estab 
ent t e must be instated. 








Omani policy views the liberation of Sinai as a gain tor the Ara! 
nation. For the first time, Israel withdrew from Arab lands it occupied after 
the 1967 aggression-~an achievement that represents an important precedent 


fod 
be 


that could be repeated with respect to the remaining lands. In addition, Sin 
represents the largest percentage of the area occupied by the Israeli forces 


after the aggression, 
Reinstatement of Arab Relations With Cairo 


[Question] What is Oman'’s assessment of the importance of Arab-Egyptian rela- 
" 9 


tions with respect to the achievement of an overall! Arab reconciliation? 
[Answer] Sultan Qabus its Sa'id believes that Arab disagreements are the 
"real crisis" in this nation because this nation possesses unlimited possibil- 
ities and energies, The marshaling and uniting of these resources will guar- 
antee that the Arabs become a world power which has an effective influence for 
the benefit of the peoples of the region, 


Therefore, Omani policy persists in calling for the application of logic and 
reason to these conflicts. 


This is an established strategic principle which Muscat has adopted with re- 
spect to all the capitals of the Arab world. 


With regard to Arab relations with Egypt, the prevailing impression in Oman is 
that the time has come to resume natural relations. Time has proved that 
[text illegible], especially since in the recent past it has borne direct re- 
sponsibility for the issues and problems that have arisen--even after the 
decisions to freeze relations. 


Following are some examples: 


--Egypt did not hesitate to support Iraq in its war against Iran, and it offer- 
ed the maximum possible support and assistance to Lebanon during its arduous 
negotiations with Israel. It continues to offer assistance to Lebanon. 

--It played a vital role in disengaging the Israeli blockage on the Palestinian 
Feda'yeen after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 


-—-It moved decisively to recall its ambassador from Tel Aviv in protest over 
the Israeli position on Lebanon and refused to announce the appointment of a 
new ambassador until Israel had announced a withdrawal schedule and begun to 
implement it. Egypt refused to give in to numerous attempts to pressure it 
into renouncing this position. 


In short, time has proved that Egypt and the other Arabs have an organic rela- 
tionship which is absolutely incapable of being severed. 


Therefore, Arab reconciliation will not be achieved without Egypt and its posi- 
tive participation. . 
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fo Alternative to Total Arab Support 


[Question] What is Oman's evaluation of developments in the disturbances in 
Lebanon?! 

[Answer] The sttuation In Lebanon is extremely delicate and warns of disas~ 
trous effects to come, Lebanon's chief problem is no longer limited to the 
strugyle between varfous factions and forces--which the Lebanese term the 
"orime movers" but has developed far beyond this. The problem can be summed 
up with one set of questions: 


Will a unitied Arab Lebanon remain en the world map within the same borders it 
possessed betore the collapse of the security situation in 1975? Or will it 

be transtormed Into small states while Israel occupies the area of South Leba- 
non? Will Tel Aviv be content with this sector, or will its appetite grow so 


that it swallows up other areas? 


(he situation is extremely dangerous and calls for a concentrated Arab effort, 
because Lebanon is on the verge of becoming a second Palestine. 


here [# no alternative to complete and absolute Arab support of the legitimate 
yovernment in Befirut in opposition to the Israelis in order to bring the maxi- 
mum possible pressure to gain their evacuation, 


sultan Qabus has been committed to partictpating in the efforts aimed at re- 
solving this crisis based on his bellef that every Arab country must partici- 
pate and on Oman's national commitments to its sister Arab states, 


lhe sultan visited Washington last April--instead of in September--in order to 
vaio time. His highness eritictzed the American leaders clearly and frankly 
and asserted to them that America was in a trial period with respect to its 
eftorts to participate in the withdrawal negottations. 


He explained to them that it was incumbent on Washington to succeed in this 
test. If it did not, he said, ft would lose much, including much of the trust 


tnat ii TY lends had nlaced in Les 


[| believe that the formation of the reconciliation committee is an indication 
that the Lebanese people can get through their ordeal and arrive at an agree- 
ent to spare the blood of this brother people and enable their nation to 
ivoid the dangers ot internationalizing the Lebanese crisis. 


\rmed Forces Are a Deterrent to Protect the Gulf Area 


Question] To what extent does Oman believe that the security of the Gulf area 
in danger? And what are the dimensions of the dangers that threaten it? 


‘Answer| Areas with strategic importance are always threatened by danger. 

is is especially true when they are among those areas invo! ed in the inter- 
national struggle ef the superpowers. In the context of this struggle, the 
superpowers vie t win "object ives" or score points to their advantage against 


the uuntries with which they compete. 
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Fate ordained that the Gulf should be one of the most important strategi« 
sites in the world because of its oil resources. The same applies to the main 


navigation routes for the exportation of this olf! to the United States, the 
Ruropean states, and Japan. 


Tnerefare, the Gulf is an important and vital area and the international strug- 
gle is one element of danger to the Gulf states, 


The continuation of the Iraqi-Iranian war is another threat, 


A third source of concern is the Soviet presence in Afghanistan so close to 
Gulf waters. 


The only way to make the area states secure is to strengthen them and arm them 
to the point that they are able to protect their security and maintain stabil- 
ity in the area. This is in the interests of their peoples and the world as 

a whole. 


The possession ot effective armed forces is a “weapon of deterrence’ which com- 
pels anyone who contemplates hostile action against the possessor of this wea- 
pon to reconsider many times over before daring to take a step |words illeg- 
ible]. 


8591 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


NEW PRIME MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON ECONOMY 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 24 Nov 83 p 3 


Interview with Mr 'Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, new prime minister of Yemen Arab 
Republic by 'Abd-al-Wahab al-—Mu'ayyid; in San'a': "In His First Interview with 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT the New Prime Minister of Yemen Says, ‘We Will Concentrate on 
Agricultural and Industrial Development In the Country and on Strengthening 
Relations with Arab Brothers and with Saudi Arabia in Particular' "'| 


Text, Mr ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, the new prime minister in the Yemen Arab 
Republic granted his first press interview to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT after assuming 
his position last week. In that interview the new prime minister spoke about 
various local and Arab issues and about the initiatives that the government will 
undertake inside the country and abroad. The text of the interview follows: 





Question, What are the initiatives with which you intend to begin your adminis- 
tration? 


Answer, There are specific policies which the country has been pursuing. We 
will start out with these policies, and we will be guided by the instructions 
of his excellency, the president, Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. We will follow the 
course and the noble principles of the Revolution of 26 September, and we will 
achieve the hopes and ambitions of our people, as these are spelled out in the 
National Charter. The president had instructed the government, when he presided 
over its first session after the constitutional oath was sworn, and he had presen- 
ted to the government its primary functions. Chief among those functions is the 
effort to imp.ement the remaining projects of the second 5-Year Plan. The presi- 
dent instructed the government to give its consideravle attention to the econo- 
mic aspect of the plan and to concentrate on the process of development. The 
president instructed the government to pay attention to the agricultural side and 
the industrial side |of the economy} and to encourage investments in the country, 
whether these investments were local, Arab or foreign. We will also strengthen 
ties and relations between us and our Arab brothers, particularly our brothers in 
the countries of the Arabian Peninsula and our brothers in the Kingdom of Saudi 
\rabia in particular. We will also work with our brothers in South Yemen to 
implement the agreements that were made between the two sections of the country 
to achieve the highest goal of our people in Yemen, which is the reunification of 
Yemen. There has also been no change in our relations with the remaining 
countries and in our public policy because those relations and that policy stem 
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from the basic principles of our constant policy and our Arab, Islamic and inter- 
national relations. 


Recently our people have had a major and a very significant achievement. ‘hat 

is the National Charter which sets forth the ambitions and the hopes otf out 
people. The General People's Congress is our country's formula tor political 
activity. It stems from the wishes of our people. The yovernment is fully com 
mitted to the objectives and principles of the National Charter, and we will try 


to achieve | those} objectives and principles in the political, economic, social, 
educational and other areas mentioned in the charter. 


The Plan and Ditticulties 


‘Question! Do you think that the government can implement the rest of the 5-Year 
Plan in the next 3 years? What are the most important difficulties that would 


stand in the way of implementation? 


|Answer Yes, we believe that thanks to the major efforts which the people of 
Yemen are making to achieve and complete the projects of the second 5-Year Plan, 
we will be able to complete those projects in the next 3 years. These are the 3 
years that are left in the years of the plan. Of course there are some difficul- 
ties we will be facing in implementing the second %-Year Plan. The first of these 
ditticulties is that of financing. But we believe that we will be able to over- 
come the difficulties with the cooperation of our tellow financiers and those who 
pledged their financial support |to us], chief among whom are our fellow Arabs in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who are financing a major part of the projects of 
the 5-Year Plan, and also our fellow Arabs in the Gulf countries. 

‘Question; It is being noticed that at this stage Yemen is going through a 
distinctive economic turning point. Would you please define that turning point 
‘for us, and explain its most notable features and its relationship with raising 
taxes and customs fees and banning some imports? 


\Answer, The state has recently taken a few economic measures. These measures 
were specitically taken in the area of foreign trade. The state reorganized 
foreign trade and imports to protect local products, both industrial and aygricul- 
tural. The state did that to encourage local production and to dispose of local 
products and of surplus local products as well. Some people whose interests were 
hurt by these measures faulted the state for adopting a new policy when in fact 
there has been no change in the state's economic policy. Our purpose has always 
been to strengthen the national economy s0 we can reach a stage of selt- 
sufficiency. Among the policies that the government is following to achieve that 
self-sufficiency is a policy of encouraging local products. The truth is that if 
there are some difficulties facing us at this stage, they are part otf the difti- 
culties that the world economy as a whole is facing. God willing, we will be able 
to overcome such difficulties. 


With regard to what you mentioned about increasing taxes, (‘here has been no inc- 
rease in taxes and customs fees. As I said the measures that have been taken in 
the area of foreign trade were measures to encouraye local agricultural and indus- 
trial production. 
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Attention to Agriculture 


Question, I[t has also been noticed that the state has recently been taking «a 


interest in agriculture. Can you tell us something about your yovernment 
program in this regard? 


Answer, The economy of Yemen rests basically on agriculture. Being an ayricul 
tural country, a large part of Yemen's GNP depends on agriculture. Also a lary: 
percentage of Yemen's labor torce is employed in agriculture. We are trying to 
develop this vital activity tor these reasons and also because investments wade 
in agriculture yield a quick and an immediate return. Returns on ayricultural 
investments realize the principal objective of the plan, which is sel! 
sufficiency, particularly in food. This is something to which we must pay major 
attention. We are concentrating on several aspects of agriculture. We are payiny 
attention to irrigation; we are introducing improved seeds; and we are intro 
ducing automation in the farming process. The purpose of all that is to increase 
production. All this is accompanied by agricultural guidance which stays in step 
with the process of development and growth. We also consider agriculture an impor 
tant source of raw materials tor industry, particularly the tood processiny 
industry. In looking after agriculture we are paying attention to poultry farms, 
to Livestock farms and also to dairy farms and dairy products. In looking after 
agriculture, we are also concentrating on fish s0 we can provide food tor citi 
zens, and we are concentrating on apiaries as well. 


At the same tine we are taking an interest in farmers, and we are brinyginy ne 
life into rural areas so that Yemeni farmers can improve their standard of living 
and stay in step with modern Lite. The state is very much interested in inte ,- 
rated rural development. The method we are using to increase production in ayri 
culture is that of having the state provide farmers directly with all the 
facilities. The people of Yemen are by nature energetic and responsive to all new 
and modern things. The state also offers farmers facilities through cooperatives 
which were instructed by the president to shift to production in the next stape. 
God willing, we will have numerous production cooperatives that will help farmers 
increase their production, improve their crops and mark<: those crops. 


Searching for Oil 


'Question|) What about the search for oil and other natural resources? When can 
Yemen begin producing oil, and how much oil will it produce? 


Answer) The search for oil is ongoing now. We hope that the first well will 
be drilled by the end of 1983 or by the beginning of 1984, This will be in th 
field east of the country where the search for oil is now underway. 


We are attaching considerable importance to other natural resources, and numerous 
surveys have been conducted to look for minerals that may be under the surtace of 
the earth. This is also one of the objectives declared by the president, Col ‘Ali 
‘Abdallah Salih early in his second term. These surveys have produced good 
results. Copper was found in commercial quantities in the area of al-—lamurah, 
south of the city of Ta'izz, and silver ore was found in the area of Naham. Vlrepa 
rations are now underway for putting these mines to commercial use. Also the 
search is underway for other minerals we believe are under the surtace of the 
earth. 
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Reasons for Success 


| Question Your government was the first government in Yemen to continue in 
office tor more than 5 years. This aroused the admiration of many people inside 
the country and abroad. What are the reasons behind this success? What are the 
experiences that you got out of that? 


| Answer First of all, thank you for what you said. If success was achieved, 

it was actually due to the Yemeni people why are the prime reason for suct 
success. Also if there was success, it was due to many of our fellow state 
employees who played a major role in bringing it about. One does actually gain 
experiences from everything one does in any field of activity. There is no doubt 
that the work one does in government and all the work . one does in general 
wives one numerous experiences which he would not have gained had it not been foz 
that work. The fact is that one finds much happiness in the work one does to 
serve the people. Our view of a government official is that he is merely an 
individual who was given an opportunity to do his duty to serve the people. He 
has to carry out that duty faithfully and sincerely. He has to achieve the objec- 
tives that his people hope to achieve and realize the aspirations to which the 
people strive for. In the past the people of Yemen had been deprived of many of 
the fundamentals of modern life. Today, they are trying to make up for what they 
missed in the past. One of the most important reasons for success Lies in that 
considerable confidence which the president has and in the authorities that were 
yranted to the government. These are considered among the decisive factors for 
the success of any activity. We hope that God Almighty will cause us to succeed 
now so we can realize the hopes and aspirations of our people. 


Contronting the Deficit 


‘Question, To what extent is there an unusual deficit in the state budget, and 
if there is a deficit, how will your government confront it? 


‘Answer, We are in a developing country, and we, therefore, have numerous pro- 
jects that we are implementing. These projects require considerable expenses. 

We have been trying to develop our resources because the reason for the deficit 
is the fact that projects need expenses. Therefore, we regard the implementation 
of projects as something that presupposes the existence of a deficit. However, 
the returns we are hoping for from these projects will have an impact on the 
national economy. They will stimulate the national economy and increase local 
production. This will have a positive effect on the state budget in the future. 


Foreign Currencies 


‘Question, It's been noticed recently that foreign currencies have disappeared 
from the mark«ts. A ban has been placed on sending foreign currency outside Yemen 
by any means other than the Central Bank. Would you please explain the purpose 

of that measure? 


Answer As | indicated previously, the state has recently taken a few measures 
to encourage the national economy and protect local production. These measures 
manifested themselves in carrying out some regulations in the area of foreign 
trade. Among those measures is one that goods be imported in accordance with a 
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previously obtained import permit | issued by) the authorized agencies. This is a 
normal procedure that is followed in all countries. Unless such a permit is 
sought betore the import process is completed, countries will not be able to 
regulate their foreign trade in the required manner. Accordingly, they will not 
be able to encourage local production by preventing harmful competition from 


foreign products, whether such products are agricultural or industrial. These are 
the steps that have been taken. 


8592 
CSO: 4404/179 


95 














AFGHANISTAN 


CURRENT ASSESSMENT OF AFGHANISTAN SITUATION 
Paris LE MONDE in French 15-17 Nov 83 
[15 Nov 83 pp 1, 7] 


[Text] Visiting the Afghan resistance means first making a trip: more than 
2,000 kilometers in a country in revolt invaded by the Soviet army, fragmented 
both geographically and ethnically. One might think that such a visit would 
be made under harsh, dangerous hush-hush conditions. Such was not the case; 
paradoxically, Afghanistan is an open, free country in which travel difficul- 
ties are attributable more to the terrain and local rivalries than to the 
aggressiveness of a Soviet army confined to its bases. The danger, inter- 
mittent, comes from helicopter: :overing over the bases and main roads or 
destroying one to two villages as reprisals for an ambush. The danger also 
consists of the major, targeted offensives such as the one during which Dr. 
Augoyard was captured. 


The trip presented an amazing kaleidoscope of areas of destruction and exodus, 
of liberated areas in which life is monotonously normal and even of oases 

of prosperity stimulated by the war. One thing stands out: neither the 
Soviets nor the Afghan army, weak and drained, venture beyond a restricted 
perimeter around the large cities and three paved roads. 


The administration, which was never very well organized, collapsed in 1979 
and has not been built back up owing to the shortage of government employees 
and space to administer. Forty percent of the districts do not even have 

a symbolic government presence. In most of the others, the government's 
authority extends to the administrative post's machine gun range. Only in 
10 to 20 percent of the districts is the post surrounded by a small belt of 
villages siding with the regime, either by conviction or by self-interest 

or indifference. 


Kabul, overcrowded capital, is a special case, but even there, passive 
resistance, infiltrations and assassination attempts are increasing, despite 
a heavy concentration of regime supporters, city dwellers from the very 
beginning. 


What then is the free country like? Initial contact: empty pockets--plain 
of Zormat or Surkhrud; valley of Helmand; these are deserted villages, ruins 
of bombarded houses and parched orchards. 
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But elsewhere (primarily in the center and north), even if many people have 
left, the major portion of the population has stayed on and is trying to main- 
tain its traditional economic activities: farming, commerce (and even crafts 
near the towns). The country is neither drained nor depleted. 


The war has reactivated old communications networks which had fallen into 
disuse as a result of the opening of the paved roads. People move about a 
great deal in Afghanistan at war: fighting men, deserters, refugees, 
merchants travel back and forth over the country on foot but also in jeeps, 
trucks and even in buses. 


Traffic is heaviest in the border areas and at Hazarajat. Stopover points 
are dotted with inns which are always full. Private enterprise reigns in 
the free area. 


Driver associations, which have nothing to do with the regime's shadow unions, 
deal as equals with those in charge of the resistance and probably with govern- 
ment people, too. Trucks loaded with goods pass easily through military road- 
blocks tn return for a small baksheesh which even the Soviets do not turn 

up their noses at. There, where competition between drivers can be brisk, 
their associations have set up regulations. So, to go from liberated Hazarajat 
to Pakistan (15 hours by jeep if all goes well), you can leave from two 
bazaars: one, Shi'a Hazara, has more customers, for geographical reasons; 

the other, Sunni Pashto, is an obligatory waypoint from the first one. Both 
associations have therefore signed an agreement: vehicles depart in groups 

of two: one driver Shiite and the other Sunnite (which is worthwhile in case 
of breakdown in the desert). The price is fixed and paid directly to the 
association office. 


Local resistance groups are quite wary of interfering and are satisfied by 
imposing a tax per vehicle. It is a constant which is found throughout the 
Afghan resistance: the fighters are reluctant to interfere with economic 

and secial life except in cases of obvious injustice (stockpiling of wheat 

in times of shortage, for example). This respect for civilian society is 
explained by the traumatism characterized by the communists’ violent and 
clumsy interventionism (primarily by the Khalq sympathizers) and also by the 
influence of the Islamic right which satisfies itself with setting the limits 
in which any transaction is permitted. At all events, none of the sides 

is strong enough to take over the resistance economy. But this independence 
in the civilian society is also an asset to the resistance which enjoys great 
flexibility and enormous capability to adapt itself to circumstances. 


A Network of Solidarity 


At Hazarajat, which we had believed to be under siege and starved out, 

bazaars are springing up like mushrooms. Conversely, in the border province 
of Ghor no trucks have passed through since 1979 and the only bazaar sti!1 
open is in Soviet hands. It's so bad that peasants take 4 or 5 days to travel 
on horseback or on foot to stock up at the Hazara bazaars. Kabul merchants, 
whose sons are threatened by military service, send them there to run the 
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shop until winter. Everything can be found there: tea, cloth, cigarettes 
and antibiotics. At Shi'a Hazarajat, this apparent normality seems somewhat 
weird: the resistants, primarily assembled in the*Shura (the "council," 
moderate and clerical organization), have resumed the habits of the former 
regime: conscription, soldiers in ragged uniforms, offices (with working 
hours and one day off a week), taxes, identity cards, etc. To move about 
as a foreigner, all you need is a letter of introduction, appropriately 
stamped, and to take the bus. No guides, no escorts. What for, since every- 
thing is normal? 


Admittedly all that is shaky: all the Soviets have to do is cut the only 

road ieading from Kabul to the center of the country for this whole economy 

to collapse. All that has to happen is for the bazaars to be regularly bombed 
(so far they have been attacked only once or twice a year with no tangible 
results). Prices skyrocket at the slightest rumor. But the Soviets must 

feed the capital, and they need the foodstuffs and wood sold by the peasants 
in the bazaars. Economic blockade of the countryside would cost them very 
dearly in subsidies to supply the city. For balances in this war have been 
established between the two camps, and it is difficult to say which one is 
reaping the greatest Long-term benefit. 


In tribal or remote areas, the resistance has seldom set up a political system 
for supervising the population. Biz landowners, if any, have generally left 
for Pakistan, as they have everywhere in the country. Power is the hands 

of the ''malek," those village chiefs appointed by consensus, and "white 
beards.'' You can move about generally from village to village and be received 
in the traditional ritual of Afghan hospitality. All you need is to be intro- 
duced by people in the previous village. 


Here personal ties win out over political considerations even if the popula- 
tion has taken an unambiguous stand in the resistance. Every Afghan feels 
tied to a community group (the "qawn") which might be a tribe, a clan, a 
family relationship or a simple village community. This membership brings 
together a network of solidarity capable of resisting many political hatreds. 
This was how it was in Ghor where I was able to meet a man whom everyone 
identified as an obvious government agent: traveling from village to village 
under pretext of trade, he made propaganda on behalf of the government for 
which he had officially worked until last year. One resistance group had 
tried tokill him, but the "qawn" had said that his death in battle would not 
be considered an insult but executing him in his own territory would involve, 
on the other hand, the duty to avenge him, becoming one of those vendettas 
which the resistance is trying at all costs to avoid. The man is therefore 
free. But there again, the game goes both weys, and the resistance often 
profits from information supplied by government people, even convinced 
communists, who will warn their group of anything threatening them. 


In these traditional areas, the weight of the notables is generally greater 
than that of religious people and justice more often is forthcoming from the 
"jirga" (council of "white beards," all adult men) than from "qazi" (religious 
judges). But let's not conclude from this that traditional Afghan society 
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has found out how to adapt to a long and unspectacular war. More precise 
research into the sides in the resistance, their settlements and how they 
wage war shows that wherever the resistance is most effective, society has 
undergone a clearcut evolution, characterized especially by the emergence 

of young and new Islamic cadres at the very moment when the Soviets, 
abandoning all policy of "bolshevizing" the countryside, are building their 
pacification policy on the mechanisms of traditional society, as the British 
did in the 19th century. 


II. Holy War 
[16 Nov 83 p 4] 


[Text] Afghan resistance conceives of its fight more in terms of a "holy 
war" (jihad) than in terms of a war of national liberation. In a country 
where reference to the nation is quite recent, where the state is viewed as 
outside society and where allegiance belongs to the community group, Islam 
remains the only common reference to all Afghans. It is only in the Pashto 
tribal areas in the south and in emigration that ideologies of the secular 
sort play a role (netionalism and liberalism). That can be explained, for 
these very tribes are at the origin of the Afghan state. Their leaders 
("khan" and "malek'') hold themselves aloof from religious institutions, and 
their power rests on the tribal code (pashtunwali), completely different from 
Moslem law (shari'at). Furthermore, the "mollahs'"' (Moslem priests) have 
little prestige in tribal areas. 


For the other ethnic groups (Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek), on the other hand, and 
for the more or less detribalized Pashtos (Kabul area, Nangarhar), Islam 
inspires the political ideology of the resistance. 


If this began locally and spontaneously (long before the Soviet invasion), 

the need for political groups made itself quickly felt. This initially 
involved optimizing the distribution of weapons and providing a minimum of 
logistics. Then, the parties provided some training personnel and relative 
leap-frogging of the local divisions. The so-called "Pesahawar'"' factions 

show rather well the variety of ideological options indeed, of personal 
allegiances which make up the texture of Afghan political life. None is a 
creation of the Pakistani government, very mindful, in addition, of main- 
taining the diversity of Afghan political representation so as to avoid the 
emergence of a Palestinian-type organization or an Afghan government in exile. 


Islamists and Traditionalists 


Groups in the resistance can be divided into Muslims and traditionalists. 
The former existed long before the communist coup d'etat and had cadre 
descended from the modernist intelligentsia (but influenced by the Muslim 
brotherland). These cadres joined the domestic resistance beginning in 1980 
and settled in the non-tribal and Persian-speaking areas in the north. The 
prototype is Major Mas'ud of Panjshir. Few in number, they are effective 
and have supplanted the notables. 
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The traditionalist parties were set up after the coup d'etat of April 1978, 
around networks of personal allegiances. They brought together the former 
regime's "establishment," tribal notables and the traditionalist clergy 
trained in non-governmental religious schools. They are installed primarily 
in Pashto tribal areas (southern part of the country). The Shiites, grouped 
in the center of Afghanistan, have autonomous groups, but the same splits 
can be found there. The anti-Soviet left is not represented militarily 
except in Nimruz Province. 


The alliances in the field do not necessarily correspond to those in Peshawar. 
In fact, since 1981, the factions have consolidated their establishment. 
Relations between them are good everywhere, except between the radical 
Islamists on the one hand (the Hezb-e Islami Party of Hekmatyar for the 
Sunnites and the Nasr for the Shiites), because of their desire for hegemony, 
and all the other factions, on the other hand, be they Islamists like the 
Jamiat or traditionalists like the Harakat-e Engelab. About half the Hezb-e 
Islami commanders are responsible for 90 percent of the clashes within the 
resistance. Hot spots, in this regard, are Maydan, near Kabul, Ghazni and 
Maymanah. 





In the Islamist areas we are witnessing an evolution in traditional society 

with the weakening of the former notables and the emergence of young intel- 

lectuals and modernist ulema. Justice is ensured there by "qazi" (religious 
judges), which allows them to set aside certain rights without interference 

from the resistance forces. 


Owing to the fact that they are real factions with a logistics set up (insuf- 
ficient) a propaganda and organization apparatus ("dawat o'tanzim") [attracting 
and organizing], cultural committees and a military apparatus distinct from 

the civilian organization, the Muslim groups are more effective in general 

than the traditionalist parties, federations of notables more than militant 
organizations. One finds this diversity in their military operations. 


Folklore and Horror 





Two English journalists and I were present at an "attack" on a government 
post. The resistance commander suggested that we choose a time best suited 
for taking pictures. After two hours of confused firing, the Mujahidin with- 
drew quietly, all unscathed. One month later, quite far from there, I talked 
with a man in civilian clothes, on a Mujahidin committee. He questioned me 
about the attack: "Did you like it? Were the pictures good? What do you 
think of Commander X? A swell guy, isn't he?" I asked him if he belonged 

to the group in question. "Not really. I am an army officer and second-in- 
command of the post. Today I am on leave with my family but I'm going back 
there tomorrow."" Well, the attack? "You see, to give ammunition to the 
Mujahidin, how much ammunition they use and therefore the attack itself must 
be proved. So we get organized and of course insofar as possible combine 

it with a visi: by journalists. For pictures it's the same and less 
dangerous.'' You don't desert? "Alas, the resistants don't want me to." 
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But there are other war stories. Panjshir, for example. Two offensives waged 
by 10,000 menin 1982 and preceded by systematic destruction of villages and 
crops. Soviet troops heliborne in the space of a few hours to about 10 dif- 
ferent points. The resistants fought for 3 weeks without means of communica- 
tions and in ignorance of what was going on just a few kilometers away. Then 
the retreating Soviets shut themselves off in two small bases behind enormous 
minefields. And there was the pitiful procession toward Pakistan of all the 
crippled and amputees. 


The war, then, provides that diversity between folklore and horror. In fact, 
when the military operations map is laid out, it may be seen that the Soviets 
have two targets. First, acquiring a strategic corridor from Amu Darya to 
Pakistan: This is the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Jalalabad axis. There they have 
most of their troops, two of their three main bases (Kalagay and Bagram), 
their best units and, oddly, a string of small posts. Major operations are 
concentrated in this area as well as destructive actions and massive reprisals 
(such as the village of Istalef recently). The best resistance leaders are 
also located there. 


The second target, longer range, is to set up a forward defense relative to 
Iran which concerns the Soviets much more than Pakistan. Since the arrest 

of Tudeh members in the spring, the Soviet press has not stopped denoucning 
Iranian infiltrations in the western part of the country. The sealing off 

of Herat is apparently a response to this threat (exaggerated insofar as I've 
heen able to judge), and the Sindand base makes no sense except in the context 
of a conflict near the Persian Gulf. 


In all the rest of the country the war is entrusted to the government army, 
infiltrated and ineffective, except in Paktya. 


Shortage of Heavy Equipment 


The resistants are therefore waging two different kinds of war depending on 
what they are dealing with. The level of fighting spirit of the resistance 

is not directly linked to weaponry. Even if the quantity of weapons has 
increased and is better distributed, there is no qualitative improvement. 
Individual weaponry is good, at times even abundant, but heavy equipment is 

in short supply. There are no antiaircraft weapons beyond heavy machine guns; 
the few SAM-7's available are unused owing to the shortage of crews trained 

to use them. Artillery is limited to old recoilless cannon and mortars 
lacking competent crews. The low level of technical qualifications in the 
resistance clearly shows that it is insufficiently trained. 


Tactics and military organization set the various resistance commanders apart 
from each other. The spontaneous concept of war among the Afghans is com- 
pulsory military service for all, lack of differentiation as to assignments 
and the egalitarian distribution of weapons between villages and community 
groups without regard for strategic considerations. The purpose of war is 
taking up arms and not attrition of the enemy. Such a concept is all right 

for holding the ground opposite government forces but does not allow them 
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to deal with a well mounted offensive. Men and weapons are concentrated in 
quiet areas and sometimes remain unused for months: we are witnessing a 
veritable "garrison syndrome," which is paradoxical for resistance fighters. 


But, we are seeing new military concepts emerge among Muslim intellectuals: 
specialization of troops in mobile attack groups, full-time and well equipped 
on theone hand, and less well-equipped, part-time defensive groups on the 
other. This method is effective for ambushes. But to move to the ievel of 
operations coordinated from several mobile groups, it isn't enough to be a 
good tactician, one must have political control over fairly vast areas and 
be able to impose uncontested leadership there. There are not four resistance 
'generals"' who are committed along these lines: Mas'oud remains the proto- 
type. The future belongs to them if they don't get themselves killed and 

if they happen to overcome the splintering of Afghan society. This is more 
of a political than military problem. Moreover it lies within a more 
political approach to the counterguerrilla operations which the Soviets are 
committed to. 


IlII. Pacification or Sovietization? 
[17 Nov 83 p 6] 


[Text] With the invasion of December 1979 it was clear that the Soviet army 
was not made to fight against an essentially peasant resistance. Its primary 
objective was the neutralization of the Hafizullah Amin communist regime and 
not the recongquest of the countryside. The Soviets expected simple sporadic 
uprising doomed to fail. In any case, the Soviet army, heavy, armored, cen- 
tralized, was conceived for sustained frontal assault, not for counter- 
guerrilla warfare. 


A t*ousand examples confirm the failure of this army to adapt ani the erosion 
of troop morale. Pilots remain at high altitude when they expect to encounter 
machine guns of however doubtful effectiveness. The soldiers are not very 
aggressive and hesitate to leave their armored vehicles; they plan the black 
market, swap bullets and even rifles for hashish and food. Drug addition 
increases and heroin, supplied by the same laboratories of the tribal areas 
which now flood Pakistan (and therefore the USA), has just made its appear- 
ance. Even if there are few real prisoners of war, in the sense of the . 
Geneva conventions, and few politically motivated deserters, we did witness 
an increase in the number of desertions and occasional captures of soldiers, 
a little lost, often drug-addicted and whom no one wanted, not the resistance, 
not the Westerners, not the Red Cross, and not, it would seem, the Soviet 
government. 


The Soviet army has admittedly made progress in the last 3 years; use of 
heliborne troops, increased mobility, reduced reliance on tanks, night 
ambushes, etc. But this tactical progress hardly counts for much in the over- 
all conduct of the war. It sometimes results from simple common sense which 
has seemed in short supply for 3 years: not until last spring did convoys 
from Panjshir, earmarked for the resistance and passing less than 2 kilometers 
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from the atronyest Soviet base (Bagram), come under shelling from that base. 
But regular massacres of villagers and blind shellings are not enough to 
define a strategy. 


After tue major operations of 1981-1982, of which Panjshir primarily bore 
the brunt, strictly military activity diminished somewhat in 1983. The ascent 


of Mr. Andropov to power confirmed an already perceptible trend: the army 
doesn't make war (has it ever?), the KGB does. The Soviets want to neutralize 
the resistance by political action, and such action involves two areas lone - 


term Sovietization and short-term participation... Sovietization consists of 
absorbing into the Soviet way of life, elements which have already moved out 


of the ture of Afghan society while in fact annexing the country. Pacifica- 
tior nsists of neutralizing combatant groups one by one by dividing them 
and inducing them to lay down their arms, all thewhile playing on the tradi- 
tional st tures ot Afghan society. 
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Mut if political and economic integration are progressing slowly, 
not reaching the countryside. 
apart . 


Sovietization 
The communist party is drained and torn 
so-called mass crganizations are shadows except for the Fatherland 

ind the militiamen, which do not exactly come under the policy of 
ovietization but of Pacification. 


rront 


ust one service operates properly in the Atghan state apparatus: the "Khad'"' 
state intelligence service). Copied after the KGB and run by it, the "Khad,"' 
neaded by Dr. Najibullah, has its own network nationwide and also acts through 
ve department of tribal affairs of the Ministry of Tribes and Nationalities. 


7 


onial Tradition 


ot Khad operate in the areas where they are from, playing upon ethnic, 
riba! and tamily solidarities. The technique is simple: they reinforce 
traditional splintering of Afghan society into antagonistic solidarity 
ups so as to split the resistance. Then they negotiate ceasefires with 
irmed groups which they turn against their neighbors, without demanding 
htest ideological allegiance from them. These groups, secretly won 
rst, then become militia units ("patriots" in the regime's jargon), 
ned by the government. When a clean sweep has been made, they progressively 


Teke 


ice the state apparatus. 


these groups will maintain their cohesion, since ideological support 
never involved, they must remain under the supervision of the traditional 
es and tight on the spot. The notables are then regrouped into the 


erland Front (Jabhe-yve padarwatan) which passes out emoluments and sine- 
the beet British colonial tradition. 


e notables is al! 
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the more necessary since neither the Soviet army 
as an indigenous affairs officer corps. The Afghan party and 
kewise quite incapable of supplying motivated leadership to the 
who have been won over. The rare Soviet officers speaking Persian 
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over of a leader ot the Hezb-e Islami d'Hekmatyar at Mirbachakot near Kabul 
(the story is authentic, probably involving Commander Malang) was concerned 
about the fragility of such a turnaround. 


Limits of Pacitication, then, appear quickly, despite local successes in the 
periphery of the big cities and along the main routes (such as the area of 
Pol-e Khumril’. But the weakness of the government army and the reluctance 
of the Soviets to leave their refuges leave the militiamen exposed. Generally 
speaking they fight well, better than the army, until they have their backs 
to the wali. But then they slip back into the resistance with their weapons 
and equipment, as was recently observed around the government base of Khost 
when the militiamen from the Mandozay and Ismailkhayl clans changed sides 
during the violent Mujahidin summer offensives. To keep them in the Soviet 
camp, it would be necessary to provide them with a better ideclogically moti- 
vated leadership and to protect them militarily in case of attacks. 


Here we see again the two weaknesses of the Soviet army in Afghanistan: the 


absence of local networks of activist supporters and shortage of manpower, 
too static in addition. 


impact ot Islan 


y 


The Soviet perceive of Afghan society, as the British did in the 19th century, 
as a tribal society. Their colonial policy is well adapted to achieve the 
winning over of small groups, but falls short in getting larger groups to 


break away. The reason is that they have been neglecting the impact of Islam 


which supplies ILelamist cadre in the resistance with a political ideology 
ipable, tor better or tor worse, of overcoming the splintering of traditional 
eociety. That is why the ceasefire between the Soviets and Commander Mas'oud 


the Penjshir never had anything to do with a winning over, as the Soviets 
elieved and hoped. This time we are no longer dealing with a notable but 


with a political leader capable of carrying out tactical withdrawals, who 
thinks out the problems of the war in broader terms and who bases his support 
mn a taction and not on a solidarity group. The Afghan resistants are no 
oneer the Basmachis of Soviet Turkestan of the 1920's. 


e trap that Atghanistan has alwavs been for the Russians, the unchanging 
integration of the country into the USSR and the terminology used 
° viets (Afghanistan is a country "moving toward socialism," which 


ces it right after the countries in the socialist bloc, before Nicaragua, 
Ans 1 and Ethiopia’, all leaves little doubt about the intentions of the 
sSF to not leave the country. Along these lines the noisy to-do over the 
ney | ations Lf rPONeVA ' 
e etubbornness of the Afghan resistance, its political as well as mili- 
vynamiem and deep-seated rejection of the Soviet system by the whole 
lemonstrate suff ientiy that Afghanistan will be nothing like 
rkestan, Mongolia and Poland. The empire is expanding but the more it 
expands the more fragile it becomes. In spite of all those who would like 


ee the usiness ver wit! we haven't heard the last of Afghanistan. 














Factions in the Resistance 


Here are the main groups taking part in the Afghan resistance, classified 
by category: 


SUNNI FACTIONS 


Hezb-e I[slami--radica!l Islamist, leadership by intellectuals from the govern- 
ment academic network. 


Another Hezb-e Islami faction of moderate leanings is likewise led by tradi- 
tional Ulema from the private schools. 


Jamiat-e Islami--moderate Islamist, with the same leadership as the two fore- 
going factions, to which may be added Ulema from government religious schools 


and members of religious brotherhoods from the West. 


Harakat-e Enqgelab--traditionalist, led by mollahs and ulema from non-govern- 
ment religious schools and by tribal cadre. 


Jabhe-ye Melli-ye Nejad--traditionalist, tribal cadre and members of religious 
brotherhoods in the Kabul area. 


Mahaz-e Islami-e--royalist, led by tribal leaders and notables from the 
former regime. 


SHLITE FACTIONS 


Nasr--radical Islamist, led by young men educated in Iran and by a radical 
group from the clergy trained in Iran. 


Shora Ye Ettefaq--traditionalist, led by members of the clergy and of the 
Sayyed caste (descendants of the prophet). 


llarakat-e Islami--moderate Islamist, led by young educated men from the cities. 
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WESTERN MEDIA ACCUSED OF DOUBLE STANDARDS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 1 Dec 83 p 8 


[text] KARACHI, Nov. 30--Muazzam Ali Advisor to the President on National 
Press today said contrary to the general impression the western media's cover- 
age of Islam and the Muslim World was biased, hostile and tendentious. He was 


speaking on "Western media and the Muslim World", at a function organised by 
the Motamar Forum here. 


He said, he had no hesitation in saying that the western media has no moral 
ethics and pursued double standards. "It deliberately maligns and ridicules 
Islam and the Muslim World. It seldom misses an opportunity to undermine the 
confidence and sow seeds of dissensions in the Muslim nation," he said. 


He further pointed out that the role of western media was also inseparable 
from the Western world. View conditioned by historical legacies prejudices 
and cultural norms which were, more often than not equated with accepted pat- 
terns of civilised conduct. 


This ethnocentricity and a rather blatant double standard in portrayal of 


events was prominently reflected in western media reporting of issues concern- 
ing the Muslims. 


Among them are Iran's Islamic Revolution, Pakistan's nuclear programme and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict including the Palestinian issue. 


In the ultimate analysis, he maintained, the role of western media could not 
be divorced from the broader policy towards the Muslim World and the west's 
inability to develop a rapport with an assertive Muslim World that was deter- 
mined to bury the legacy of the colonial past. 


In this connection, he said, the late King Faisal's resolute opposition to 
Zionism and his initiation of the oil embargo against western supporters of 
Israel during the night of the 1973 October War was a turning point in inter- 
national politics, demonstrating for the first time the Muslim World's capac- 
ity to use its precious resources--oil as an instrument to achieve political 
objectives. 




















Muazzam Ali also dealt at length on the ownership pattern of western media and 
the influence of multinationals and the Zionists. He said 80 per cent of the 
British Press was owned or controlled by a few multinationals and 6 of the 9 
British national daily newspapers had ultimate control vested in a person, 
family or trust. 


Apart from ownership, the cultural and political belief systems of editorial 
staffs' also played important role in the media's policy on different issues. 
Such a tilt was clearly reflected in the American media. "It is no accident 
that the American media, by and large, orchestrates an easily discernible pro- 
Israeli, anti-Islamic bias with a consistency which is appalling", he said. 


He said the ‘New York Times', the ‘Washington Post', 'Time', 'Newsweek', the 
"New Republic (Ostensibly a 'Liberal' weekly).; U.S. News' and ‘World Report’ 
(a ‘Conservative’ weekly), the ‘International Herald Tribune', etc. all happen 
to be partly or wholly Zionist-owned or have Zionists in leading editorial 
positions. 


A balanced view of the Arab-Israeli conflict is thus sadly lacking he added. 


Muazzam Ali said an idea of the Zionist domination of the media could be had 
from the fact that in the U.K. the chairman of the BBC, and the Press Council 
were Zionists Jews. Besides, Lord Herrstern of Grenada T.V., and Lord Wider- 
field, a major publisher, were all Zionists Jew who migrated to the U.K. from 
Eastern Europe. 


Apart from newspapers, radio and T.V. the Zionists control major advertising, 
printing unions and distribution agencies. This gives them total control of 
the media of communication. 
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SLUM IMPROVEMENT : 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 [ac 83 p 14 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


LARKANA, Nov 30: For provid- 
ing necessary facilities to the 
Kutchi Abadis of Sind, negotiations 
are under way with the World Bank 
which desires to extend help for the 
uplift of Kutchi abadis in backward 
and remote areas, said the Sind 
Governor Lt-Gen. §.M. Abbasi, 
while speaking at a reception 
hosted by the Chairmen of District 
Council and Municipal Committee, 
Larkana, here at the Irrigation 
Rest House today. 

The World Bank wants to take up 
either one entire area or all Kutchi 
Abadis for the provision of basic 
amenities of life. However, Sind 
has decided to give a share to all 
districts from such offers, he said. 

About waterlogging and salinity 
problem the Governor said, in this 
regard much has already been done 
and more is in progress and with 
the completion of various schemes 
the problem would be partially sol- 
ved. He added that by the end of 
this year 21 villages of Larkana 
would get electricity at a cost of Rs 
41.47 million. 

Both the chairmen presented to 
the Governor the key of the city 
and symbo! of the city, respec- 
tively. A Sindhi turban was also 
presented to the Governor. 

APP adds: He said the policy of 
the present Government was to as- 
sociate the people with the working 
of the Government functionaries in 
development activities. He listed a 


4600/196 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR WORLD SANK HELP UNDER WAY 


number of steps taken by the Gov- 
ernment in this regard, such as, 
Crops boards, Crime Control com- 
mittees, Hospital Management 
boards and Provincial Education 
Council in the province. 

He said a Provincial Agricultural 
Research Board had recently been 
formed to streamline coordination 
among various agricultural re- 
search institutions so as to bring 
the benefits of their research to the 
growers effectively. 


Lt-Gen. §.M. Abbasi said that the 
Government had been paying more 
attention to the development of 
less developed areas in the pro- 
vince so as to bring them at par with 
other developed areas. 

He said, in Larkana district, a re- 
cord sum of Rs 137.67 crore had 
been spent on development pro- 
jects during the fifth Five-Year 

lan period. | 


He announced @ gpecial grant of 
Rs 10 4akh for ‘District Council, 
Larkana, from the reserved fund of 
Provincial Governmentto carry out 
the development work. | 

He also announced a grant of Rs 
five lakh for Municipal committee, 
Larkana. 

Earlier, the Chairman of District 
Council, Larkana, Mr Masood 
Ahmed Khumro and Chairman, 
Larkana Municipal Committee, Mr 
Qurban Ali Abbasi, presented the 
address of welcome. 
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CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER UMAR ASGHAR'S DISMISSAL 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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LAHORE, Dec. 3: Prof. A.N.D. 
McAuley, Chairman, Department 
of Economics, University of Essex, 
has addressed a letter to the 
Pakistan Ambassador in the Un- 
ited Kingdom expressing his grave 
concern over the action taken 
against Mr. Omar Asghar Khan by 
the, Punjab University and the Mar- 
tial Law Administragon. 

In his letter, a copy of which he 
has sent to the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Punjab  Unive¥sity, Prof. 
McAuley has registered his protest 
“against the persecution to which 
one of our former students, Omar 
Asghar Khan, has been subjected 
over the past year or so.” 

Maintaining that Mr. Omar Khan 
was one of the best and brightest 
students from Pakistan to have 
studied in the University, Prof. 
McAuley has asked the Ambas- 
sador to convey to the Pakistan 
Government” the grave concern 
that we feel about the apparent 
erosion of academic freedom that 
this case betokens.” 

Meanwhile, Begum Amina As- 
ghar Khan, wife of Tehrik chief, in 
a statement has strongly con- 
demned the action taken against 
three teachers of Quaid-i-Azam 
University (seven years’ R.1.) and 
the action taken against three 
teachers of the Punjab University 
including Omer Asghar Khan, dis- 
missed under MLR-51. 

Referring to the protest day ob- 
served by University teachers all 
over the country today, she said 
that it was a sad reflection on “our 
nation-building institutions that in- 
tellectuals, be they writers, poets, 
journalists or teachers, are 
persecuted for their views.” 
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POLITICAL STALEMATE: PROSPECTS FOR 1984 ANALYZED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 1 Dec 83 ppl, 8 
[Article by Mushahid Hussain: "Will 1984 Be The Year of Decision?"] 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Nov. 30--With the MRD agitation having tapered off, the re- 
gime has surmounted its most serious internal political threat. When the 
movement started with an intensity which surprised most observers, the ques- 
tion that was being asked was whether this was the "spark which could start 
the prairie fire". The government responded with its characteristic "do noth- 
ing" strategy which stems from a rather paternalistic assumption of allowing 
people to "let off steam". This implies a somewhat selective use of force on 
specific targets, without over-reacting. 


The government was also helped by a couple of factors. Firstly, barring 
Sindh, the MRD failed to "take off" in the rest of Pakistan. Punjab, Baluchi- 
stan and the Frontier Provinces remained calm except for the courting of ar- 
rests or the attempt made by Lahore lawyers to mobilise masses. Popular 
participation of the kind evident in Sindh was visibly absent in other parts 
of Pakistan. The movement acquired the character of "Sindhi agitation", 
linked to specific grievances of the people there. It did not assume the role 
of a mass national movement. Secondly, Mrs. Gandhi came to the rescue of the 
regime by her statements in support of the agitation. The issue of restora- 
tion of democracy was relegated to the background and that of Indian interfer- 
ence in our internal affairs came to the forefront. 


In the process the government's own hardline was also modified. It started 
talking to the politicians, whom it had despised and treated with contempt in 
the past. This included the first public contact with a MRD leader, namely, 
the Presidential representative's meeting with Air Marshal Asghar Khan in 
Abbottabad. 


The government also seems to have been sensitive to the specific Sinhi aspects 
of discontent and it has started taking certain measures to alleviate the deep 
sense of deprivation that exists in that province. There has been a sudden 
spurt of promotions of selected Sindhi officers as also immediate recruitment 
of 32 young Sindhis from rural Sindh who had passed the CSS competitive exam- 
ination but failed to get positions in the Federal Government. PTV has also 
been active in screening “development in Dadu" sort of programmes which are 
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meant to emphasise the regime's interest in progress in Sindh. Overtures have 
also been made to the eminent Sindhi intellectual and leader of the Sindhi 
Awami Tehrik--a key vanguard of the recent agitation--Rasul Bux Palejo, whose 
life in Kot Lakhpat Jail in Lahore has been made slightly more comfortable. 
Recently, the President also received Dr. Hameeda Khuhro, one of the leading 
exponents of Sindhi nationalism, for an exclusive 90-minute meeting. 


On the political front, the situation is distressing in that a new complacency 
has set in and necessary sense of urgency is sadly lacking. Even in Sindh, 
the government should have healed the wounds of the past rather than launching 
punitive operations in rural areas to flush out "dacoits and miscreants" which 
could lead to alienation of the Sindhi masses. Any resource to punish those 
Waderas of Sindh who took part in the anti-regime protests would be 
counter-productive. 


Power-Sharing 


The basic question that needs to be answered is whether after the recent agi- 
tation, the regime's assessment of the situation has changed to such an extent 
that it is no more determined to "go it alone" in running this country as it 
has done in the last 6-1/2 years. Visible indicators point to a reply in the 
negative. For a military regime like the incumbent one, there are basically 
three options on the political front: either to maintain the status-quo, or 
to opt for power-sharing or to transfer power to an elected civilian regime. 
The last option practically does not exist, as in our country there is no tra- 
dition of a voluntary exit from high office, since even civilian politicians 
in Pakistan have been reluctant to part with power. It seems to be a tall 
task for an institution like the army, which has a big stake in our power 
structure. 


As the regime itself must have understood by now, the present status-quo is 
unacceptable to a large section of the population and that is one reason why 
the President himself made his August 12 announcement for a phased return to 
civilian rule. This being the case, the question is whether the regime is 
willing to share power with acceptable politicians and political parties, 
which it has strongly resisted to date. Thus the issue is not of transfer of 
power but of power-sharing, which the regime is not prepared to do so even 
with its ideological allies. 


Despite public statements to the contrary, there is little evidence on the 
ground to provide a sufficient basis for optimism that 1984 will in fact be 
the year of national elections of any kind, whether on party or non-party 
basis. The political dialogue which began with the JUP has remained a non- 
starter. In fact, it has become the proverbial "dialogue of the deaf". After 
the JUP fiasco, the JUI said 'No' to talks, while the Jamat-e-Islami and the 
Pagara Muslim League went along for discussions. Later we started hearing of 
"in-depth serious discussions" with such entities as the Progressive People's 
Party, the Gharib Awam Party and the Pakistan Progressive Party! 


While the President's meetings with the Election Commissinn are widely publi- 
cised by a news-hungry media, there is again little evidence of ground 
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preparation for any sort of elections in the second half of 1984. Additional- 
ly, if elections are to be held, under what constitutional framework would 
they be? The 1973 Constitution is still "in abeyance’. The Provisional 
Constitutional Order (PCO) has no provision for any elections, while the Pres- 
ident's August 12 announcement is not a legal document under which elections 
can be held by the Election Commission. It is merely an expression of intent. 
Then other reports that filter out of the Federal Capital speak of high level 
meetings which devote hours in preparing and vetting lists of new members of 
the Majlis-e-Shoora, as if this was of the highest priority in November 1983! 


"WRA Factor' 


When two parties in business negotiate some agreement, their assessment of 
each other's intentions is based on what is called the "WRA factor". WRA 
stands for the Willingness, Readiness and Ability of either party to go 
thrcugh an agreement. The evidence so far points to a minus "WRA factor" in 
the context of holding elections of any kind in 1984. In this regard, the re- 
gime is as aware of certain home-truths as others are. When it comes to the 
brass-tacks, the issue boils down to the PPP versus the regime. Additionally, 
whether it likes it or not, the regime is a party to the polls and its role 
is not that of a ‘referee’ as was claimed in July 1977. What has changed 
since July 1977 is that with so many false starts and failure to deliver on 
what was promised, those who were the regime's potential allies then are no 
more willing to hold its hands. 





For future developments, it would be in the interest of both the government 
and the country if certain factors were kept in mind. Firstly, that Sind has 
been a major warning signal which should be heeded and not dismissed out of 
hand as a simple expression of discontent from "disgruntled elements" of a 
certain area. The government should not take solace from popular apathy in 
the rest of Pakistan as such attitudes can also mark indifference to the State 
as a whole. It undermines its ability to ward off foreign interference and 
intervention. In the same context, it needs to be clearly understood that a 
foreign policy can be effective only when it operates from a secure domestic 
base. A strong external policy cannot prop up a weak domestic base, although 
a strong domestic base can certainly strengthen the promotion of external re- 
lations. Secondly, the regime needs to learn lessons from its fellow ruling 
khaki brethren in Turkey and Bangladesh. In Turkey, after great screening so 
as to ensure "positive results" in elections when practically only the "yes" 
and the "yes sir" parties remained, even then the “yes sir" party lost. But 
Gen. Evren wisely accepted the election result because he had already as- 
sured the Turkish army a role in the national power structure and his own 
position within that. Then the unrest in Bangladesh after Gen. Ershad's an- 
nouncement of a return to democratic rule indicates that politically-con- 
scious people can stand up to attempts by authority to perpetuate itself. 

The key aspect in both situations is timing as well as the response to pres- 
sure from below. Lastly, the regime should not take for granted the American 
connection and Washington's commitment to the status-quo. After all, Secre- 
tary of Defence, Caspar Weinberger, himself was quoted as saying on his ar- 
rival in Islamabad in October that "we have to look to alternatives" in 
response to a question on the political situation in Pakistan. The American 
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interest is in preservation of political stability which is seen as serving 
its own interests in Pakistan as well as the region. There is no reason to 
doubt that most of the MRD parties are not averse to the American connection. 
A majority of the Pakistani political elite, whether inside or outside the 
government, is politically pro-American and as the track record shows, there 
is no steadfast Super-Power commitment to either personalities or policies. 


Having t2en firmly in the saddle for the last six and a half years, the regime 
has obtained yet another breather and more time. It should utilise this to 


get cracking on holding national elections in 1984 rather than to wait for the 
next bubble to burst. 
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REPATRIATION OF BIHARIS OPPOSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text] Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah, a former Vice-Chancellor of the Sind Uni- 
versity, said in a statement yesterday that "Sindhi leaders of all shades of 
opinion are opposed to the importation of Biharis in Pakistan." 


He pointed out that Pakistan was already grappling with the problem of Afghan 
refugees and it would not be proper to make Pakistan "a cess-pool of sociolog- 
ical maladjustment" by bringing in persons who are in "a state of sociological 
and cultural bitterness." 


He said Lord Ennal's visit to Pakistan in connection with the repatriation of 
Biharis was part of the "American and international Jewish conspiracy." 


"Let Lord Ennels clean up his own house in England," before he interferes in 
other's affairs," he added. 


Mr. Qamar Bhatti, a leader of the Jeay Sind Tehrik, has asked Lord Ennels (who 
is on a visit to Pakistan in connection with the repatriation of stranded Pak- 
istanis in Bengladesh) that he better "go back home." 

In a statement, he said if Lord Ennels was so sympathetic of the lot of 
"Biharis' in Bangladesh, he should help rehabilitate them in his home country, 
the U.K. 


The Sindhis would not tolerate any move whereby they (Sindhis) become a minor- 
ity in their land of birth, he added. 
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COMPLAINT OVER POLITICAL PARTY'S ROLE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4 


[Excerpt ] Mr. Hussain Haroon has ap- 
pealed to the Government to take 
notice of involvement of a defunct 
political party in the local bodies 
affairs. 

Addressing a Press conference 
on Saturday evening, he said the 
local bodies elections were held on 
non-party basis and this should be 
saved from politics. 

He alleged that receptions were 
being arranged in honour of the 
Mayor with the object of campaign- 
ing in favour of a defunct political 
party. He cited the example of such 
meeting held on Friday in his con- 
stituency and said certain leaders 
of a defunct political were present 
there. 

He also distributed copies of 
photographs among the newsmen 
showing some office-bearers of a 
defunct political party present at 
Friday’s reception. 

He said defunct political parties 
might interfere in the provincial 
and national assembly elections 
even if they were held on non-party 
basis. 

He appealed to the Government 
to set certain amount for the de- 
velopment of each constituency in 
the city. 

He suggested that octroi duty on 
eatables should be abolished to re- 
duce prices. 

He also suggested that a Rs. 10 
billion special development plan 
should be chalked out for Sind. He 
suid problems of waterlogging and 
salinity be tackled on priority basis 
in Sind and the government lands 
be distributed only among the local 
farmers of the province. He said he 
had made these suggestions during 
the Majlis-i-Shoora meeting also. 
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PAKISTAN 


NWOORANL OPPOSES RIGHTIST ALLLANC! 
igiemabed THE MUSLIM in English 29 Now &! p 


Text KARACH |, Now. J8—-Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani has reiterated his 
perty-* etend that any rightist ailiance will fturther complicate the present 
situation in the country inetead of resolving it. 


shen contacted here today he said that efforts were being made to include his 
party in the PML-J1 negotiations for a rightist alliance, but “our stand in 
thie commection is clear and unambiguous: «a rightist alliance will lead t« 
civil war in the country,” he added. 


fhe Said Chet the present regime was repeating the same mistakes committed by 
ven. Yahya “They don't want to part with power and that would definitely 
Lead the country to disintegration’, he apprehended. 


te predicted that the next party to join the PML-J!1 alliance would by Maulana 
Keausar Niazi's Progressive People's Party. 


Tee JUP chief said that the effort is concentrated on keeping the People's 
Party out of power “Our stand is that we want elections under 1973 Constitu- 
tion and iet the peopie decide whom they want to bring into power. It is 
their right 


Maulana Noorani's analysis of the situation is that the government wants to 
hold provincial assemblies elections and then those of the Senate and the Na- 
tional Assembly. “The assemb)y will be at the mercy of the President. In 
case of a decision against his wishes, he will have the right to dissolve it. 
The decision of eight crore Pakistanis will be altered by an individual.” 


Criticising the present raise in the ghee prices he said "In a democratic 
state could any one think of such a measure being allowed to go unchallenged”. 
“Yor this unbridled power they want to hold a partyless election under the 
August 12 formula,” he added. 
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PAKISTAN, MALAYSIA SIGN AGREEMENT 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Now &} 


i Text 
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ISLAMABAD, Nov 28 The 
Federal Minister for bducatwr 
Ly Mohammed Afi and 
Malaysian Minister for Educe 
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isiamabad and amu! 
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“Notwithstanding the difference of perceptions which may arise between India 
and Pakistan from time to tome, my Prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi and 
our Government stand deeply committed to the improvement of relations between 
two countries," he said. 


During question-answer session the Indian envoy said the concerned joint Sub- 
Committee might as well consider the question of smooth flow of information, 
exchange of journalists’ visit, raising the number of correspondents in eiter 
country, and exchange of newspapers, periodicals, journals and books between 
India and Pakistan. 


Asked about India's abstention in voting on Afghanistan resolution at the UN, 
Mr Sharma said it might be due to the wording or interpretation of the reso- 
lution. He, however, noted that formulations on the Afghan crisis by India 
and Pakistan were similar, though perceptions to achieve the objective might 
be ditterent. 


Mr Sharma said the statements by the Indian Government leaders should bread as 
part of a national debate that continuously went on in India about the geo- 
political compulsions in the sub-continent and the "security risks" involved 
therein to [india itself. There had been a common teeling in India that geo- 
political and security environment in the South Asian region had “greatly de- 
teriorated,” in recent years due to, what he said, unhelpful measures taken by 
super-Powers in the region's local affairs. 


he creeping in by certain foreign powers from tar away the scene can resu.t 
Lf mplications which should be avoided for the security anc peace of the re- 
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PAKISTAN 


LEADER CLAIMS PPP LEADERSHIP TURNED AGAINST BRUTTO 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 8 


(Text! NEW DELHI, Nov. 27--Maulana Kausar Niazi President of the Progressive 
People's Party is reported to have told an Indian journal that Begum Nusrat 
Bhutto and other leadership of the present People's Party claiming to be 
champions of Bhutto cause were comfortably sitting in their houses when Bhutt: 
was being hanged. 


The interview with Maulana Kausar Niazi was yesterday published by a monthl’ 
magazine Delhi Recorder under a splashing headline ‘Nusrat conspired against 
Zulfiqar. The journal's editor Raipal Singh Chaudhry recently visited 
Pakistan 


why did not the party leadership give a call to the people to come out in th 
streets to protest, when the Supreme Court ordered Bhutto's hanging, the 
Maulana askec 


(he Maulana recalled that after the Supreme Court ordered the hanging o! 
Bhutto the party's central leadership met at Islamabad for three full days 

He said he did not attend but in a message sent to the party leadership he 

advised that the exigencies of the situations demanded that a call be given ' 
the people ot Pakistan to come out in the etreets in protest against the 
upreme Court's verdict 


t all the Central Committee could come out with was one measly suggest } 


mat a mercy petition be made to the President. Now what was sense in it é 
(Ske it the only anewer was 4 mercy petition we should have kept 
lalogue with this man (President Zia) open and not followed policy of 
ntetion with him’ he argued 


Lana Nilagi e@aic the High Court proceedings were bDoycottec and issue *& 
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PAKISTAN 


ITALY SAID KEEN TO HELP IN MAJOR PROJECTS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p & 
[Article by Ashraf Hashmi} 


(\Text| ISLAMABAD, Nov. 27--Italian Government fully approves and supports the 
priorities fixed by Pakistan under its Sixth Five-Year Plan and was keen to 
participate in some of the major economic development projects in the field of 
agriculture, energy and health. This was stated here by the leader of the 12- 
member Italian official delegation, Claudio Pacifico. The delegation on a 
eight-day visit to this country will hoid important deliberations with a num- 
ber of officials belonging to the Agriculture Development Bank, Ministry of 


bec ononm i ‘ 


Attairs, Planning and Agriculture. 





by Pakistan. He said 


Mr. Pacitico while talking to The Muslim said that though his delegation was a 
fact tinding mission yet it was convinced of the feasibility and viability of 
the various projects submitted to the Italian Government 

his country was already extending economic assistance to 


the Aid-to-Pakistan Club of which Italy was a member and 
fhe commitment made by his government during the 
dollars. 


pasisi. 


more than 100 million 


Pakistan, he 


. ; 
Pciavss 


was on the top of his country's economix 


this country through 
also on bilateral 
last one vear was of 


assistance to 


Asia. We want to assist the country in whatever way possible as we are fully 
convince t the development strategy and general guideline of various econom- 
lc projects included in the country's Sixth Five-Year Plan. He said his dele- 
gation which included nine leading industrialists of the country dealing in 
agro-based industry would also meet the members of Pakistan Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry to see what type of mutual cooperation could be possible 
between the tw intries in the private sector. Apart from holding negotia- 
tion i lamabad the lLilalian delegation will also visit Lahore, Gujranwala 
ut Mu it 
M “ the head of the Asian department talian Foreign 
tfice ex] ined that the bulk of Italian aid to Pakistan consisted of soft 
“-. He said his country did not believe in exploiting a devel- 
pins : through e om j assistance. “If we are mvincec ' the via- 
iit’ Mu ' feasibility of a project we ottet ber and grants 
r tiv ‘ r attach anv condition ti it except S ¢ lt grants, 














that if the projects required foreign expertise of technical know-how the same 
should be obtained from Italian business concerns and not from other country. 


He said after concluding his visit he will submit a report to his government 
which would be sent to the Italian delegation taking part in the Paris meeting 
of the consortium being held to consider the projects submitted by Pakistan 
for a policy commitment of the consortium countries. He maintained that his 
country's delegation in the consortium meeting would definitely support Paki- 
stan stand as his government was in full agreement with Pakistan's projections 
in the field of energy and agriculture. 


He said Pakistan and Italy stood good chance of enhanced mutual cooperation in 
the economic field and as a result of the visit of his delegation further pro- 
gress in this direction will be made. He said he had already had very useful 
discussions with the officials of the ADBP and was much impressed by the 
activities of the bank for the development of the agricultural sector in 
Pakistan. 


CSO: 4600/187 


























PAKISTAN 


EFFECTS OF DROP IN MANPOWER EXPORT DISCUSSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 Supplement p I, II 


\Article by Izharul Hasan Burney in "A DAWN Special Report" on the United Arab 
Emirates: "Exodus of Pakistani Workers"] 


{Text} EXODUS of Pakistani expatriate workers from most of the Gulf countries 
is now underway and the stage has already reached for Islamabad to have a 
quick reappraisal of its manpower export policy for this region in particular, 
observers in Dubai told this correspondent during a recent visit to the UAE. 


The trend is clearly visible from the significant drop in the number of new 
employment visas on the one hand and ever-increasing number of returning Paki- 
stanis on the other, besides, of course, the resultant decline in home 
remittances. 


It follows the general economic depression which has hit almost the entire 
region (with the exception of Oman and Saudi Arabia) resulting in heavy cuts 
in development budgets both in the public and the private sectors and the 
usual economy measures. 


Harassing Procedures 


Although it has affected all the Asian non-Arab expatriate workers, Pakistanis 
seem to have been hit the hardest on account of the peculiarities of the 
nature of their jobs and skills. 


But, more importantly it is becoming increasingly difficult to import workers 
from Pakistan because of the over-bureaucratised manpower export procedures, 
these observers said. 


Some idea of the disturbing trend can be had from the fact that Pakistan's 
Consulate General in Dubai (which deals with the UAE's six emirates except Abu 
Dhabi) cleared a total of 6,748 new employment visas during the ten months of 
this calendar year, i.e. an average of 674 per month. 


The figure for the corresponding period of last year was 9,467, i.e. an aver- 
age of 946 per month representing a straight drop of about 35 per cent. 
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The UAE Immigration and Labour Department does not release the figures of work 
visas cancelled from time to time. 


However, those having served for three years or more report at the Pakistan 
missions for certification of the Transfer of Residence to avail themselves of 
the benefits of the T.R. Scheme under the Personal Baggage Rules of the 
Central Board of Revenue. 


The number of such old workers applying for T.R. Certificates at the Dubai 
Consulate General totalled 2,588 during the first 10 months of this year. 


This means an average of 258 T.R. Certificates per month or nearly nine per 


day. The number is steadily growing with every passing month, officials 
reported. 


Yet another indicator is the ris- 
ing number of Emergency Pass- 
ports being requested for by 
Pakistani workers who had entered 
the UAE illegally or have lost the 
travel documents and are return- 
ing home voluntarily and on their 
own accord. The total for the last 
105 days was 238, i.e. 68 per month. 


Home remittances 


On the other hand, out-passes be- 

ing issued to the deportees in- 
creased from 640 in the first 10 
months of 1982 to 900 upto October 
this year i.e. about 30 per cent more 
than last year. 
' The growing imbalance between 
Pakistanis reaching the UAE and 
those returning home is also 
proved by the marked decline in 
home remittances. 

Figures obtained from the Un- 
ited Bank show that during Jan-Oct 

1982 a total of 72,712 bank drafts 
‘were sent to Pakistan. The number 
“dropped to 62,082 in the cor- 
“responding period this year, ie. a 
‘decline of about 13 per cent. 

-- On the other hand, actual remitt- 
ances during four months (July-: 
October) this year through this 
“particular bank declined to Rs. 
-151.3 million from Rs. 182.4 million 


uring July-Qct (four months) of 


1982 as under 
’. Remittances Remittances 
. in 1982in jn 1983 in 
Month millions. millions 
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* Reports of large-scale retrench- 
ment and redundancy have natur- 
ally caused concern and anxiety 
among the Pakistani workers. 


Telling blow 


, Besides economic recession, the 
problem has been aggravated by a 
gombination of other factors, not- 
bly the stringent labour laws, 

move for Arabisation in conformity 

with the GCC and the Arab League 

tesolutions, concerted efforts to- 

Wards multi-nationalism in major 

Qrganisations, growing competi- 

tion from the other non-Arab Asian 

manpower exporting countries like 

[ndia,, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the 

Philippines etc. 

* Dealing with the labour laws 
first, which has caused a telling 
blow on the Pakistani workers, it is 
recalled that the first move came 
over three years ago when the UAE 
Government ordered that a worker 
could not freely change employers. 

Since it was primarily aimed at 
protecting the interests of the emp- 
loyers, such: switch-over was al- 
lowed if the employee obtained a 
No Objection Certificate from his 
sponsors. 

The impact of this restriction was 
further reduced when some of the 
emirates in the UAE called upon 
the employers to first utilise the 
jobless workers within the country 
before resorting to fresh recruit- 
ment from abraad. 

New labour laws decreed during 
the course of the last one year have 
not only brushed aside all such flex- 
ibilities but have in fact gone too 
far ahead. 

In the first instance, it has been 
decreed that a worker rendered 
jobless for any reason whatsoever 

















shall have to quit the country. 

Furthermore, such a worker shall 
not be eligible to re-enter the 
country for at least six months from 
the date of exit. This is ensured by 
putting a stamp on the passport at 
the time of the exit of the emigrant 
worker. 

The impact of these provisions ts 
two-fold: 

First, if a  mason/elect- 
rician/carpenter/clerk is engaged 
by a particular contracting com- 
pany, he is sent back home im- 
mediately after the completion of 
that particular project. 

The worker can no more stay 
back and look for a job; nor can he 
be offered a job by any other emp- 
loyer under any circumstances. - 

Secondly, even if such a worker 
has earned the goodwill or reputa- 
tion for his efficiency, he cannot 
cash on it as there is a ban on his 
re-entry for at least six months. 

A large number of Pakistanis en- 
gaged in construction and develop- 
ment projects have been affected 
by these laws and have no option 
but to return home. 

Yet another recent development 
has been the decision under which 
all employers have to import at 
least 30 per cent of their manpower 
from the Arab countries. All fresh 
employment visas are now subject 
to this decision. 

Since last month, another deci- 
sion is being rigidly enforced. This 
pertains to the six-month ban on 
the re-entry of transit vise holders, 
and is a follow-up of an earlier or- 
der prohibiting employers from en- 
gaging a person entering the 
country on transit or visit visa. 

Yet another development is the 
emphasis on Emiratisation of 
services, i.e. special programmes 
and incentives for the locals to do 
jobs both in public and private 
sectors. “4 

One part of it is the launching of 
the Summer Jobs Scheme under 
which the government nominates 
school and university students to 
do jobs in various organisations 
during the summer vacations on a 
“suitable stipend.”’ Those of them 
who wish to continue or seek emp- 
loyment are placed on the perma- 
nent pay roll. 

So, we see, labour laws becoming 
more and more stringent with the 
passage of time and making it in- 
creasingly difficult for Pakistanis 
to find jobs in the entire Gulf 
region. - 
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Competition 


Added to it is the growing com. 
petition from other manpower ex. 
porting countries of Asia and the 30 
per cent mandatory quota fixed for 
the manpower exporting countries 
of the Arab world which should 
primarily benefit Egyptians and 
Sudanese whose presence is more 
conspicuous now. 

In spite of official resistance to 
allegations of a “cultural invasion” 
of the Gulf by the Asians, it is not 
denied that the campaign launched 
by circles having vested interests is 
resulting in mounting pressure on 
major employers who seem to be 
trying hard to achieye multi- 
nationalism in their organisations. 


The seriousness of this allegation 
and the tempo of this campaign can 
be gauged from the fact that the 
sixth session of the Committee on 
Labour and Social Welfare of the 
Gulf Region resolved to study and 
deliberate on the “Impact of Alien 
Maid Servants on Arab Families.” 

It has been séparately decided to 
take up a study of the impact of 
labour laws in the Gulf countries in 
January next year with the obvious 
objective of achieving uniformity 
and to plug the holes wherever 
necessary. 

It is acknowledged that the 
Pakistani worker excels all his com- 
petitors in efficiency, skill and out- 
put. In certain fields, particularly 
construction industry, transport, 
agriculture, forestry etc as well asa 
host of other sectors involving man- 
power of semi-skilled nature, the 
Pakistani worker has a clear edge 
over the others. 

However, wage-wise, the 
Pakistani worker is costlier. He is 
also a man of self-respect, dignity, 
and pride — not timid or submis- 
sive like most other Asian workers. 


| Whispering campaign 


Through whispering campaign 
vested interests have successfully 
branded the Pakistani worker as 
defiant, vocal and ready to fight for 
his rights. 

However, the Arab employer stil! 
prefers the tough Pakistani labour 
to suit job requirements, but feels 
frustrated because of the stringent 
labour laws at home and the heav- 
ily bureaucratised manpower ex- 
port procedures and regulations 
enforced in Pakistan. 
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mn andustry, lo per cent u 
service lt per cent im clerna 
yom, seven per cent m technica! 
Services, SIX per cent im trading 
salesmen), and two per cent in 
admuinistrative-Dusiness cadres 

It is Obvious that with the slump 
im construction industry, budget 
cuts, and the economy drive, the 
axe would first fall on the construc 
tion industry and che Pakistam: who 
is the worst hit of all expatriate 
labour at the present moment 


Kedundancy 


Keralites trom India dominate 
sale and iow clerical jobs, Sri 
Lankans as mands, the Filipinos in 
he.el and tourism industry, Egyp- 
tians as mediamen including news 
paper industry, education, and sec. 
retarial jobs in key sectors, and the 
Sudanese similar trades and 
professions 

Reverting to general economic 
situation in the region, mcluding 
‘the LAE, it may be menuoned that 
most of the Gulf countries have 
nearly reached a saturation point 
in respect of development of 
economic and social infrastructure 
like harbours, airports, dry-docks, 
educational institutions, health 
services, roads and bridges, and 
other public buildings including 
the bulk of low-cost housing for the 
UAE citizens. Water supply and 
electricity networks have either 
been completed or are nearing 
completion. 


In the public and private sectors, 
housing was the major field of ac- 
tivity. In this respect also a bulk of 
the development has already taken 
place. 

One could visit any of the Gulf 
cities and find beautifully metalled 
roads and highways, concrete pave- 
ments, roadside plantation, park- 
ing lots, gardens, playgrounds and 
parks, and a complete network of 
municipal and other _ utility 
Services. 
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The other is the world 


t10n and the resultant Dudeet cut 
by the Gulf countries in view of the 
decline in o1] revenue The LA! 
for instance, had to resort to a 22 
per cent reduction in the staft ina! 
ministries and departments som 
week ago (This is now being done 
by scrutinising the needs of each 
ministry insteac of the straight 
cut) 


The other 1s the general economy, 
drive which has been in force tor a 
couple of years and involved sma! 
ler allocation for selective items 
and priority projects only ' 


The private sector has been af 
fected partly in sympathy with the 
public sector spendings and partly 
owing to the politica! situation in 
the regivn, notably Iran, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 


Dubai trading, for example, has 
been largely affected because of al 
most total stoppage of traditional 
exports to lran and Afghanistan. 


Exports to India are limited be- 
cause of stringent Customs regula- 
tions, while exports to Pakistan 
have gone down because of the new 
tegulations restricting the validity 
of “A” Form only to the country of 
embarkation. . 

However, the prospects of emp- 
loyment of Pakistani labour are not 
very bleak either. 


According to an official study, 
the present labour force in the 
UAE comprises about 80 per cent 
Asians and 18 per cent Arabs. In 
Government departments, about 
50 per cent are Asians, 47.4 per 
cent Arabs, and 2.6 per cent other 
nationalities. 


The same study shows that over 
90 per cent of the Asian workforce 
is illiterate. 


World Bank study 








CSO 





in (he Pomurate of Abu Uhati, os 
ihe other hand, the composition of 
ihe workiorce is 10 per cent local: 
<U per cent Arab nationals, 67 per 
ent Asians, two per cent -uro 
peans, and one per cent other 
nationalities. Uut of this work 
torce, 41 per cent ts stated to be 
non-literate, 27 per cent lmerate, 
and only 32 per cent educated 


The study reveals that in the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi average 
weekly wage of a worker was 
dirhams 477 in 1978 as compared to 
Dh 390 in the other parts of the 
LAE. Petroleum industry worker's 
average wage was Dh 917 per week. 
banking and insurance Dh 810 per 
week, and construction industry 
Dh 404 per week. 


The study indicates that annual 
wage increased from Dh 25,000 in 
1975 to Dh 26,000 in 1980. 


According to a World Bank study, 
the manpower needs of the various 
countries in the Gulf would involve 
import of additional 2.829 million 
expatriate workers during the next 
decade. 


Besides Oman which made a late 
Start and 1s now taking big strides 
towards development and of course 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE also offers 
great potential. In particular, there 
is now a shift towards agriculture 
and forestry and this is one sector 
where again Pakistani labour 
should excel. 


The other sectors would also re- 
main open on account of the obvi- 
ous liking of the Arab employer for 
the Pakistani worker's efficiency 
and output. 


Observers said the wage diffe- 
rential was unlikely to pose any 
real threat. The problem is in the 
difficulty in procuring labour from 
Pakistan. 


Time for reappraisal 


In this connection two points are 
of particular mention: the max- 
imum 60-day period for the validity 
of an employment visa, and (ii) the 


4600/199 
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turn aey nature of comtracts which 
bind the contractor to < ompiete the 
oD within a given time at the pir 
f punitive tine 


Both demand export process | 
fake Place aft the greatest »peec 
The over-bureaucratised proce 
dures at home, however, consume 
more time and very otten the visas 
lapse 


It is said that the new manpower 
export policy should be designed 
keeping in view the fact that the 
Pakistan missions Carry out on-the- 
spot checks and verifications prior 
to endorsement at the visas. 


That being the case, al! other pro- 
cedures at home should be done 
away with and emigration should 
be made’ a matter of absolute 
routine like a private visit on an 
ordinary visa. 


Such an approach is all the more 
necessary in view of the fact that 
the present manpower export pro- 
cedures/regulations were framed 
at a time when entry into Gulf 
countries in particular was un- 
checked and almost unhindered. 


The present situation is that even 
those cleared at all stages by all the 
agencies at both ends, are at times 
unable to get obstacle-free entry 
into the Gulf countries which have 
become increasingly restrictive. A 
liberai: approach would not there- 
fore be detrimental to the interests 
of the Pakistani worker or the gov- 
ernment, observers said. , 


In this regard it is also pointed 
out that the present procedures en- 
tail clearance of each case at more 
than 30 stages. It only helps corrup- 
tion and bribery and exploitation 
of the worker jnstances of which 
are found in abendance. 


A more liberal and streamlined 
procedure would involve disband- 
ment of several government de- 
partments and help free the funds 
for taking up more welfare projects 
for overseas workers in a more posi- 
tive manner, these observers 
claimed. 
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OBJECTIVES OF PROPOSED EXPORT BODY DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Supplement p I 


[Article by Babar Ayaz] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Federal. Commerce 
Ministry has proposed the 
formation of a Federation of 
Export Organisations (FEO) 
in what appears to be a bid 
to coordinate the activities 
of various export organisa- 
tions. 


However, the FPCC&I has op- 
posed the proposal on the grounds 
that there were already several ex- 
ports associations, affiliated to it, 
—_— in similar activities. 

ey have also pointed out that 
the objectives of the proposed FEO 
were inherent in the charter of the 
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB). 

The FPCC&I president, Mr. 
Saifullah Piracha is of the view that 
the idea behind this proposal is 
similar to the Federation of Indian 
Export Organisation, — a govern- 
ment body formed to coordinate 
and supplement the activities of 
various export promotion agencies 
and exporting interests. 


While opposing the proposal on 
the pretext that it would cause unn- 
cessary duplication, the FPCC&I 
has suggested that there was room 
for the establishment of an associa- 
tion of export houses. 


According to official sources, the 
primary objective of creating the 
proposed organisation is to boost 
the country’s foreign exchange 
earnings through exports and to 
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foster joint ventures with other 
countries. 


The Commerce Ministry has 
come up with the proposal in 
pursuance of President Zia-ul- 
Haq’s directive that in the next 
meeting of the Federal Export 
Board a summary on the establish- 


ment of éxport houses and export 
associations should be presented. 


| The function proposed by the’ 


Ministry for the FEO are: 

— To convene meetings, semi- 
nars, workshops and conferences. 

— To provide opportunities to 
export promotion organisations. 

— To review, discuss and formu- 
late recommendations to Govern- 
ment and private organisations. To 
apprise the Government of prob- 
lems, prospects and potentials of 
exports. 

— To arrange conferences of in- 
terested exports organisations with 
trade missions and other foreign 
private parties on visit to Pakistan. 

— To invite leading business 
parties and organisations from ab- 
roati for tour of industrial and com- 
mercial centres of Pakistan. 

— Tocoordinate efforts with Ex- 
port Promotion Bureau in project- 
ing Pakistani goods and services 
abroad. 

— To sponsor special projects 
related to export promotion. 

— To open regional offices 
within Pakistan and abroad for 
performance of efficient and effec- 
tive services. 
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TURNS, TRENDS IN ECONOMY DISCUSSED 





Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 Nov 83 pp 18, 19 


[Article by Jamil Rashid] 


[Text ] 


THE PRESENT state of Pakistan’s 
economy can be assessed through 
reference to international develop- 
ments over the past six years. In the 
absence of real value-added wealth, 
remittances from overseas Pakistanis 
became the mainstay of the economy. 
With the strong muscle of US geo- 
political strategy in the area, new 
wealth and power were added to 
State coffers. As the import of con- 
sumer and military goods increased, 
exports had to be given a further push 
in order to meet foreign exchange 
requirements; this could only come 
from the agricultural sector. Conse- 
quently, the production of cotton, 
rice and wheat was increased. Such 
factors also contributed to an increas- 
ed money supply in the country. 


Facade of prosperity 


All these trends have created an 
unusual and superficial facade of 
economic prosperity for the middle 
class. In some quarters, this is one of 
the reasons cited in order to explain 
away the subdued nature of protests in 
big cities, while there is a great upsurge 
among the rural masses for democracy 
and sharing of wealth, To some 
‘patriots’ these turns seem very promi- 
sing, and they would like to retain 


the status quo, given the ‘freedom’: 


to amass wealth through extra econo- 
mic activities. It is frightening for many 
others, who see the country drifting 
loose from its moorings and passing 
on into the hands of external forces. 
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With this polarisation in the country 
and the intensified cold war, the 
politico-economic structure of Pakis- 
tan is facing new problems. Though 
there is no crystal bal! through which 
the future may be foreseen, some 
analysis can be undertaken from the 
facts and figures that are available. 
While statistics are always puzzling 
to most non-professionals, a few 
figures can be helpful in explaining 
the turns of the economy. Two 
significant indicators of any economy 
are Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
and external trade figures. In 1982-83, 
the overall picture was as in Table I. 
From the tables it can be seen 
that agricultural produce constitutes 
Jess than one-third of the GNP, which 
may indicate a progress towards a 
mature economy. This is quite mis- 
leading. While there is _ intensive 
production under way with more 
capital and less labour, the number of 
underemployed and unemployed agri- 
cultural workers has increased. Under 
a balanced growth, the labour released 
from rural areas could be employed 
in the industrial sector. As the manu- 
facturing sector has remained stagnant, 
commerce is becoming an increasingly 
dominant part of the GNP, without 
any gicwth in employment for rural 
masses. There is pressure in urban 
areas for housing, education and basic 
social services. The figure for overseas 
remittances is significant: 10% contri- 
bution towards the GNP. The cash 
flow from these remittances is helpful 
to those families who have earning 
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Table | 


Main Origins of Gross 
Domestic Product, 192-43 


(Percentage of the tota)) 


Agriculture, forestry 


and fishing 29 
Manufacturing 

(large and small) 17 
Commerce 17 
Government services 8 


Others (including 10% 
of the total from 





overseas remittances) 29 (10% + 
19%) 
100 
Tae Il 
Main Exports 
(major selected items) 
(Percentage of the total) 
Cotton and cotton goods 32 
Rice 18 
Carpets 6 
Main Origins of Imports: 
(Selected Areas): 


Western Countries 
(USA, UK, W.Germany) 22.1 





Japan 11.6 
Saudi Arabia 12.8 
members overseas. : 


On the surface, economic turns 
may bring socio-political changes in 
either direction, negative or positive; 
the forecast, thus, is optimistic for 
some, and pessimistic for others. In 
the wake of increased cash flow for 
powerful interest-groups, the media, 
which is essentially controlled by 
them, sings paeans of praise and paints 
a glorified picture of the economy. 
From another spectrum, these develop- 
ments may not bode well for the 
economic-political structure of the 
country. 


Overseas remittances 


First, remittances from overseas 
have their own dimensions. Those who 
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receive the cash flow are increasuy 
their consumption instead of becon 
ing producers. There is a pattern where 
parents prepare at least one or tw 
children for overseas markets. ht is « 
somewhat paradoxical developmen! 
There is increased population growth 
related to external factors in two 
ways. In the first instance, cash from 
overseas has given artificial prosperity. 
increasing the urban birth-rate. In 
classical terms it used to be argued 
that as the standard of living increased 
with industrialization, workers tended 
to safeguard their life patterns through 
birth control. There was pressure for 
greater expenditure on housing and 
health-care in industrial towns. In 
Pakistan, there will be an increased . 
propensity for producing more child- 
ren to send abroad in order to preserve 
the standard of living at home. To 
some extent this phenomenon was 
observed in Turkish rural areas, from 
where workers went to European 
— during the 1950s, °60s, and 
70s. , 

Second, the impact of foreign 

conomic-military aid has created 
Anterest groups within the country. 
Certain strata look towards a specific 
country for enhancing their power 
‘and wealth. This can be seen in the 
' rising share of commerce and Govern- 
ment services in. the GNP figures. 
If GNP figures conceal the extent of 
defence expenditure, the annual natio- 
nal budget reveals a great deal. As is 
well known, over 50% of the national 
budget is taken up by the three 
defence services. 

Third, there is an increased deficit 
in the balance of payments, result.ing 
from the rising import requireme:nts. 
Those who receive money from 
overseas demand consumer gi: rods 
which are not readily available duo 
to low domestic industrial production. 
In the public sector, import of goods 
and services tends to rise with the 
inflow of foreign loans. Once again, 
in both sectors import requirements 
are externally induced. Consequently, 
Only those groups who have inter- 
national connections benefit from the 
imported goods. The majority of the 
population has remained aliene'ed 
from a development process of any 
kind — social, political or economic. 

Finally, exports have to increase 
to meet the foreign exchange require- 
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ments Thus is where pressure builds uy 
lor the agricultural sector to produc: 
more exportable items rom the 
loregoing figures, it can be seen tha! 
agriculture-based goods provide ove: 
SO% of export earnings At the same 
tune, these exportable commodities 
have an amport bias. There is little 
or no agricultural machinery produced 
within the country. With capita! 
imtensive agriculture, extra foreign 
exchange is spent on wmporting such 
machinery. It is possible to show 
through econometric analysis a net 
benelit from the export of agricultural) 
produce and the import of agriculture. 
related machinery, but the impact 
of imereased unemployment and 
underemployment cannot easily be 
measured. 


New structure 


These turns in Pakistan’s economy 
are leading the country towards a new 
socio-political structure. In the atmos- 
phere of laissez faire, purportedly 
illegal economic activities such as 
smuggling and blackmarketeering are 
now a part of the free market econo- 
my. In the words of a keen observer, 
the present regime has adopted the 
policy of “Whoever wants to go, 
let him go — he will send foreign 
exchange; whatever comes in, let it 
come in.”’ As there is no Constitution 
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m (df ct jaws are Miads f 
eruc Paku lan hes become «@ Mic 
Eastern State without oi a 


Paratoman State m South Kores 
style, bul without imdusinalze 
Of course, the role of multimatyor 
in Pakistan ws like what tu uw 
Middie bast and South Korea 
these corporations are only imtereste 
in fseids where high profits can 
made in the short term (inan 
and other related service moéustrx 
are increasing), Capilal-intensive indu 
tries are Nol a part of tha! 

From the dynamics of the new 
turns in Pakistan's economy, one car 
conclude that growth and develop 
ment seem to be hollow. In the 
absence of people's participation, the 
power of the State is also hollow. I: 
can crumble due to the machinations 
of foreign forces in the economic 
and political affairs of the country 
The consequences of such an even! 
would be quite serious, not only for 
the Pakistani people but for the entire 
region. To some extent the crunch 
is being felt, anc there is an upsurge 
among the masses. If the struggle for 
democracy succeeds, the country can 
still be saved, provided the people are 
allowed to decide what direction the 
economy should take instead of leav- 
ing it to foreign forces, who mani- 
pulate its turns and twists in order to 
serve their own interests. 














Lext ,nere appears to be 4 generai consensus that as iong as Mr. Uhuian 
lshaque Khan, a4 wizened tinancial wizard, heads the Federal Ministry of Fi! 
nance 4 mini-budget round about the middle of the fiscal year would continue 
to be a peculiar characteristic ot our national economy. Year after year one 

r the other of the most sensitive edible commodities or consumers’ goods is 
picked out in such a novel way that any increase in its price should embrace 
ali and shared by every citizen either directly or indirectly. This year, the 


commodity which has attracted attention is vanaspati ghee, consumed by every 
family regardless of its size or status. During the last few days, in the 
wake of speculations in the Federal Commerce Minister, Mr. Ellahi Bakhsh 
Ssomroo, has dished out mutually contradictory statements about an increase in 
ghee prices. Once he said that in spite of spiralling prices of edible oils 
in the world markets the Government shall not increase domestic price of ghee. 
On another occasion he said that with the increase of prices in international 
markets, an increase in domestic prices in eluctable. 


Talking to the newsmen in Lahore he later said a price-hike was imminent. 
Justifying the contemplated hike he advanced a number of arguments although 
the attempt was, rather, superfluous. He said the price of Banaspati ghee in 
Bharat was Rs. 20/- per kilo and Pakistan could not afford to pay a subsidy to 
an alien country. Reading between the lines, it signifies smuggling of ghee 
to Bharat because of vast disparity in prices in the two countries. It also 
implied that the entire output of Pakistani mills, on which the government is 
granting subsidy, was being smuggled out to Bharat. Naive as the argument is, 
it can rightly be likened to the proverbial innocent fool suffering for the 
guilty knave. Control and prevention of smuggling across the borders is the 
defacto responsibility of the Government. Consequent upon the inability of 
the government to check smuggling the people in Pakistan have been penalised 
by a price-hike of Rs. 2.80 per kilo. It will have to be conceded that the 
country's total production of ghee does not entirely depend on imported edible 
Oils; part of it is being produced with the indigenuous oil seeds. Clearly, 
therefore, the argument is far from convincing. Today the government holds 
international price spiral responsible for domestic price hike. Tomorrow it 
may blame the poor cotton crop for decreased yield of cotton seed and may once 
again, revise internal prices. 
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iuta@li Almad Bhat 


rLW ould envisage a! 
ihe tite of establishment «/ 
the L niuted Arab Lmuiates, « 
federation of the seven Gull 


emit dles m December < 
14. ] that she will soon 
iviie tu piay 4 very iq 


portant role in the develop 
ment ot Pakastan » 
evcuonunmy 


i course, More than 
Pakistan-L Al 


Ihere ase 


wite depect 2 | 
e.uthemin feialionis Ww tiade the 
LAL is the third biggest Duyer of 


Pakistan: gouds alter japan and 
saudi Arabia according to 1962-55 
(linc al year) data, on the side of um 
ports LAL is the suxth largest sup 
plier of goods imainiy oi 
petroleum products and re-eaports 
ul toreigs) goods mainly Japanese, 
aiier Saudi Arabia, Japan, USA, 
Kuwait and LA 

Our iumports trom the LAE in 
terms of value exceed those trom 
Western Germany, a highly de 
veloped industrial country (a lead 
ing member of the OECD and the 
EEC) 

The other important aspect of 
our economic relauons with the 
UAE is that it is the second biggest 
employer of our manpower after 
Saudi Arabia on the global basis 
Disbursements of foreign capital 
inflows into Pakistan from Islamic 
countries taken together at $115.5 
million are now the thired largest 
source of foreign aid and loans af- 
ter the World Bank Consortium and 
the non-consortium countries. 
Within this Islamic group the UAE 
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suppiement pp i, IV 


anes enone Heal ufily to Saud: 
Ai aVie 

indecd oul e.unoemn freietmn> 
with the LAL have mulupled « 
leet 2n0 Giversiiesd m Ww Many 
ways (hal Pakistan, which os prim: 
pelly a0 agfeullural country, ou 
now tbhtlly considered as the 
hugteriand uf the last imdustriaiis 
ing | Al 


Vitally umportant 


However, in this briel paper pi c 
pated specially tur the eusprious 
occasion of the UAE's Naetona! 
Day, we are principally concerned 
with her mdustrial investment in 
Pakistan Industrial swvestment 
trom and among isiamic countries 
pertuulariy the oiutuh Gull, is 
considered to be vitally unportan: 
in that they must deveiop the 
neighbouring markets tor the tas' 
upcoming modern sophisucated wn. 
dustries which will seon run into 
stiff competition with the de 
veloped industrial countnes of the 
West 

The belief of these developed 
countries in secglied = “pro- 
tectionist” policies unsha- 
ken and their “protegtionism” is 
not in the least expected to relax in 
the future. The industrially de- 
veloping Gulf countries will have to 
rely then on the neighbouring, 
particularly Islamic countries 
whose markets they must start de- 
veloping through investment right 
trom now. 

Indeed, this kind of economic in- 
tegration is mutually indispens- 
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«> 4 es wh perogrie 
yore fadteertit hes aiee treet tot gu 
hee 6«ther) 6advvelepiy 
utilises wihheh Reve Ieren ics 
wen ehduwed wilh matul ai 
wet es than the | Al 
ihe LAL hes emerged « 
ee uf (he worid's Majyat provid 
ers ul overseas 256, both mi eb» 
wie (erie and if Lerme of its aid 
as 4 percentage of its oross No 
uenal Product Liebursements 
4 ae Dave fiseh at lume to over 
i per com of UNP. «a lieve 
abuyve that 4 ati atte 


seudil 


lhe publi sation Correctly posits 
that none of the OCT 

ountives, al) of which are mosi de 

,choped and industrialised in Ure 


world has smceeded even in 
Meciing Ue Larget Of One per cent 
i (.\P on oftiial thows of a@esist 


ame set by the Lanted Netwons.” 

As eariy as july 1971.16 withina 
few montis alter us createon the 

1b government set up on the 

ructions of its illustrious Presi 
dent, Shaskkh Zayed bin Sultan A! 
Nahayan, its Abu Dhabi Fund tor 
4;ab Economu Development (AD 
FALD) which developed in subse 
quent years as the country’s main 
body tor the provision of bilateral! 
project related assistance 


Authorised capital 


in 1974 the ADFAED’s articles 
were widened to cover the enure 
developing world, so that by the 
end of 1980 (in about nine years) 
the Fund had provided loans total. 
ling 3,333 millon dirhams (around 
$908 million at the current ex- 
change rate) covering develop- 
ment projects in agriculture, 
tishery, transport, communication, 
water and electricity, tourism and 
hotels, and manufacturing and 
mining industries. 

During thesame period a total of 
as many as 73 projects had received 
loan and credit support from the 
Fund in 34 countries in the Arab 
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word sul Salal a! Alrnxse en 
Acia. and Maite and lwie, 

I tee speed with whnh AP he 
‘ome iutwerd to support the de 
Ve hupine: i ecomomacally re 
tarGee (ountres con be judge 
'r@m) the tac! thet during as short « 
period as 19°78 50 ADPAED sugned 
#5 Many) #s Uhirty josh egreemen' 
worth #« teal of 1.7314 gallo 
duhems (appromemately $471 + 
Additionally two loans were signe c 
Guring earidy 1%). and at the enc 
of 1980. additional nine mayor pro 
pects om Alrua, the Arab and othe: 
Asian .ountries were under cons, 
Geration by the bund, after ms eu 
thoriced capital was doubled in 
september 19°49 trom two te tour 
billion dirhams (one billion U5 
dollar: 

lt is to be Kept on mind that AD 
FALD has specialised im prodding 
projyect-related assistance and i 
equipped with a highly efficient 
team of experts, with « growing 
number of LAL citizens as mem 
bers, to examine the projects ap 
piying tor assistance The Fund 
aiso foliows the projects in the 
Course @ thei umpiementation 

An smportant aspect of the LAL 
financial aid is that none of the 
bilateral aid has been teed to purch 
ases from the UAF nor is ot tied 
with any political conditions. This 
iS 50 unlike the simuation with a! 
most all the OLCD aid 


Multan piants 


Another torm of assistance, 
which 1s quite substantial, is d) 
rectly supplied by members of the 
Supreme Council of Rulers, chiefly 
the President, Shaikh Zayed and 
the Vice-President and Prime 
Minister, Shaikh Rashid bin Said 
Al Maktoum, the Ruler of Dubai, 
from their own privy purses, for 
such social welfare projects as con 
struction of hospitals, schools, 
housing etc. Pakistan has been a 
principa! recipient of = such 
assistance. 

Some of the UAE's para-statal in 
stitutions have also participated in 
foreign investment, such as Abu 
Dhabi Nationa) Oi) Company (AD. 
NOC) is a major shareholder im a 
fertiliser factory and in a refinery 
in Pakistan. These production in- 
stitutions are located in Multan. 

Indeed, among all Arab countries 
the U.A-E. is the second biggest in. 
vestor im Pakistan next to Saudi 











Arabia lhese imvestments ere in 
the torm both of equity and loan 
seud: Aratias imvestments total! 
Ks 1,727 611 millon rupees and 
the LAL s total Rs 1,311.37] 
Millon 

In addition to oO refining and 
tertiuuser manufacturing, the UAF 
has wvested in Pakistan's follow 
ing mdustries leather timuishing. 
OAV REN gas, Cement, steel re-rolling 
and welding electrodes 

Ihe names of the five en 
terprises, theu industries and the 
amounts of equity or loan received 
in Connection with these new UAE 


below (the figures are in millon 
rupees) 

Certain UAE entrepreneurs are 
also involved in some dairy pro 
jects, besides trading and investi 
ments in the Expert Processing 
Zone of Karachi 

It sound projects having prior 
sancuon of our government are 
presented to the UAE, more invest. 
ments can be attracted, provided of 
course, procedures are stream. 
lined, un-necessary regulations are 
done away with and bureaucrats 
behave, and above all, adequate 
facilities like water, power, gas, 




















investments are shown in the table roads etc are arranged. 

Eb nverpriens oF Limits industry and Location Total Equity Loan 
anne z Leathe: (imishing. 36.754 - 36.754 
—— Lasbells 11.600 : 11.600 
Sarhad Ox Led Onygen gas 32.994 4.994 28.000 
" _ Hub-Chowt: 30.447 2447 Peed 

: Cement, HubChows : 776 B00 232.500 . 

>. “ 389.800 174.375 215.425 
») Karechi Rolly kherollung 8.900 4.900 4.000 
Mill Lid Kasechi $000 4.000 1.000 
v) Astbdan Gulf Welding Welding Electrodes 10.288 4.000 ‘ 6.288 
Rods & Equipments Ltd Hub-Chowt! 8.788 2.500 6.288 
865.736 246.394 619.342 
445 635 183.322 262.313 
1311.37) 429.716 681.655 


(Source: Investment Promotion Bureau, Government of Pakistan) 
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR KARACHI FINALIZED 


Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 2 Dec 83 p l 


[Article by Sabihuddin Ghausi] 


[Text } 


The Special Development 
Plan for Karachi, envisaging 
a total investment of more 
than Rs. 4.70 billion has been 
finalised. 


Spread over a period of 
five years, the Plan indicates in- 
vestment of about Rs, 3.40 bil- 
lion by the Government and its 
affiliated, agencies while the re- 
maining amount would be mo- 
bilised by the private sector. 

Knowledgeable sources told 
BUSINESS RECORDER that 
Plan documents were being des- 
patched to Paris in the next few 
days for submission to the Aid- 
to-Pakistan Consortium meeting 
scheduled to be held on Decem- 
ber 7. 

Approved by the Federal and 
Sind Governments, the Plan pro- 
poses a number of options for 
the recovery of the investment to 
be made for improvement of wa- 
ter supply system, sewerage sys- 
tem, solid waste disposal, public 
transport system and _rehabilita- 
ton of the ‘katchi abadis’. 

According to informed  sour- 
ces, the Plan has stressed the 
need for improving the per capita 
water supply from the present 49 
gallons a day to 57 gallong a day 
in the next five years, 

Hence, they said, the Plan 
proposed to invest about Rs. 625 
million to raise the total water 
supply from the present 285 mil- 
lions a day to 403 millions a day 
by 1988. 

Another proposal for improving 
water supply in the rural areas 
of Karachi, they said, was to con- 
struct a small dam near Malir 
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at Mol which would provide an 
additional supply of eight mil- 
lion gallons of water a day. 

The plan also emphasises the 
need for improving the sewerage 
system in Karachi whith, at 
sent, is working with 40 million 
gailon a day capacity. This, the 
sources said, was hardly 14 per 
cent of total water supply and 
hence responsible for pollution 
problems in the city. 

Therefore, the Plan sugges- 
tec improvement of the sewerage 
system and raising of its capa- 
city to 100 million gallons a day 
by 1988 with an investment of 
about Rs, 700 million. 

—_ emphasis has been laid 
on disposal of solid waste in the 
City and the Plan proposed 
suitable mechanisation tor this 
purpose with an investment of 
about Rs. 370 million. A_ sug- 
gestion for involving private en- 
trepreneurs in disposal of solid 
waste in the City hag also been 
made. 
TRANSPORT SYSTEM 

The sources said that the pro- 
pusal to induct 1,400 new buses 
in the City tran3port system had 
also been made alongwith the 
suggestion to launch a luxury 
bus service and radio-cab service. 

The Plan proposed a total 
investment of about Rs, 750 
million by the Government as 
weli as private entrepreneurs in 
transport sector during the next 
five years. 

For the rehabilitation of about 
363 ‘katchi abadis’ with a total 
population of about two million 
an initial allocation of a littl 
more than Rs. 2 billion has been 
suggested to make a beginning. 
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the existing localities, » Frvean | sho 
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pation of land, 
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working groups which had gug- 
acsted a to invesfnent of Rs. 
20 billion, 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT IN HYDERABAD SAID SATISFACTORY 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 10 





HYDERABAD, Dec 3: The 
DMLA, Sector 2, Hyderabad, at a 
meeting held here on Friday expre- 
ssed satisfaction over the law and 
order situation and also the anti- 
dacoit operations launched by the 
law-enforcing agencies in Dadu dis- 
trict. However, the DMLA re- 
marked that there were stil] many 
gangs of dacoits which had not yet 
been eliminated and there was an 
urgent need of launching similar 
operations to nip the evil in the 
bud. 

The DMLA emphasised upon the 
deputy commissioner the necessity 
of being accessible and responsive 
to the needs of the people and di- 
rected them to hold more 
kutcheries’and exercise legal and 
administrative powers for the well- 
being of the masses. 

Discussing the upward trend in 
prices of essential commodities he 
asked DCs to fix prices with the 
cooperation of local traders and to 
ensure sale at fixed prices, and pro- 
secute defaulters under MLR. 

While commenting on murder in 
police custody at Tando Allahyar 
the DMLA asked the Commissioner 
to approach the Provincial Govern- 
ment to raise level of inquiry of- 
ficer to an Additional Sessions 
Judge to satisfy people of the area. 

The DMLA directed the civil ad- 
ministration that traffic plan for 


Hyderabad city approved by him a 
few months back must be imp- 
lemented with full vigour. -He em- 
phasised that rickshaw meters 
should be fixed within two to three 
weeks and that free plying of buses 
within the city to pick up passen- 
gers on.the busy roads must end 
forthwith. 

He further directed DCs to 
cancel arms licences of those who 
were indulging in anti-State and 
anti-social activities and issue arms 
licences to law-abiding citizens 
only. He also directed DCs to re- 
juvenate the Chowkidari system to 
control theft cases, particularly, in 
affected areas. 

He directed that establishment 
of Cattle Colony outside 
Hyderabad on land already ac- 
quired for the purpose should be 
expedited and that work on the 
construction of truck-bus stand 
should also be completed. 

The DMLA expressed apprehen- 
sion on frequent breaches in Nasir 
Canal and directed DCs to person- 
ally inquire into the causes and en- 
sure remedial measures. He asked 
the divisional administration to 
launch a vigorous drive particu- 
larly against those involved in traf- 
ficking of narcotics and asked that 
particular attention be given to the 
Federal and elected councillors for 
solving problems of public interest. 
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COTTON CRISIS ANALYZED 
Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement p I 
[Article by Shaheen Sehbai] 


[Text] CONCERNED tederal ministers have armed themselves with statistics and 
data, to prepare their briefs, for deliberating on the worst-ever cotton 
crisis facing the country, when the Federal Cabinet grapples with it in Rewal- 
pindi today and tomorrow. 


While tue szatistics could be tailored to suit differing points of view, all 
realise that if worst comes to worst, the entire economy may be shaken by the 
chain of crippling after-effects on major export-industries, domestic price 
position and a serious setback to Pakistan's image of being a dependable 

ey porter. 


The Industries Ministry is reportedly prepared to back up the textile sector 
by proposing a airect subsidy on local sale and import of cotton--a recipe 
which may cost the federal exchequer anything between Rs 200 million to Rs. 
300 million. 


The Agriculture Ministry looks certain to plead the case that the damage to 
the crop is not what has been feared or publicly declared by persons in top 
positions who also have vested interest in keeping the cotton price sky high. 


The Commerce Ministry has its fingers crossed but the main burden is to fall 
on its shoulders when exports fall and Pakistan turns into a leading cotton 
importer in the region--albeit for a single season. 


Yet none of these still has the vital figure depicting the exact damage that 
the cottod croup may have faced. All estimates are preliminary and so many 
different interests are clashing that a clear picture just cannot emerge from 
whatever data are available. 


The estimates which come close to reality are those provided by the ginners 
Since they base the statistics on actual arrivals in their factories. The 
last announcement was in early November when a shortfall of 42 per cent was 
given in phutti arrivals, as compared to November 1, 1982. 











Since then, spokesmen of various groups have been giving out differing figures 
suiting their requirements. These estimates have ranged from damage of around 
20 per cent by the Federal Agriculture Minister to 40 per cent by the Punjab 
Agriculture Minister. 


The latest estimate, which could be taken as realistic, has also come from the 
ginners whose Sind executive seemed to agree on a modest production of 950,000 
bales for Sind as against 1.5 million last year. But the ginners too say 
nothing can be considered authentic unless the November arrival figures are 
available, possibly in a couple of days. 


Case fo Subsidy 


The textile mills' case for a subsidy on cotton--supported understandably by 
the Federal Industries Minister--is based on the argument that if the entire 
crop this season is consumed, as it appears it will be, by the domestic in- 
dustry, then no buffer stocks will be left for the next season. And if a 
Similar situation arises next year, over one million spincles will have to 
close down. 


Thus the APTMA wants Islamabad to foot a Rs. 300 million bill now to save the 
industry next year--a proposition which the Federal Finance Ministry will find 
hard to agree to. 


The Agriculture Ministry, busy in assessing the damage and a post mortem, if 
any, is rather embarrassed by the fact that the pest could not be controlled, 
although warnings were already there from different quarters. 


The Central Cotton Committee, too, finds it hard to accept its responsibility 
for not mobilising the government agencies or forcing the pace at the bureau- 
cratic front to do something about the crop before the damage spread all over. 


Yet the overwhelming evidence is that the weather was the main villain and 
slow moving official agencies, lack of proper guidance to the poor and illit- 
erate farmers, shortage of actual funds to fight the menace and a host of 
other smaller reasons extended a helping hand to the adverse weather. 


»ecord High Prices 


The overall dimension of the catastrophe was reflected in the snow balling 
price of cotton in the market--touching record highs in a matter of days. 


Yet there are so many varying reasons given by different interested parties 
that it is still difficult to determine why actually the prices shot up so 
much. 


For instance the Ginners and APTMA blame the Cotton Export Corporation for 
buying phutti at a price of upto Rs 390 per maund whereas the normal price is 
below Rs. 200. This, they say, has kept the market high. 
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The CEC sources privately admit that they purchased some phutti at Rs. 375 per 
maund to run their ginning factories but insist that the quantity bought was 
so small that it could not have any affect on the market. 


CEC officials say the private sector is itself to blame for the market up- 
surge. They say December is the last month for the mills to buy cotton on 
bank loans and overdrats, hence the mad race among them to utilise their bank 
money, which helped the price shoot up. 


The government move to ban exports did not halt the price rise, as it did in 
1976-77 when a similar though less serious crop failure was faced. This, ac- 
cording to experts, reflects that the crisis is much deeper than before and 
nobody is taking it lightly. 


But a senior APTMA official and a leading textile owner complained that even 
the bank money was not enough to enable the textile mills to buy cotton at the 
current rates. 


"We have sent representations to the Pakistan Banking Council that they should 
finance cotton purchase at the market price and not the official rate which 
has been dwarfed by the current crisis," he said. 


Whatever be the exact scale of the damage, the crisis that has already been 
created has been variously described as "a national calamity", "a catastrophe" 
and "a tragedy". But the fact remains that it could not have come at a time 
worse than this, especially when Islamabad planners are still grappling with 
the launching of the Sixth Five-year Plan, though almost half of its first 
year is already gone. 


"It is time we should start calling our Sixth Plan as the "Next Four Year 
Plan,'’ one industrialist remarked. "The cotton tragedy will not enable the 
economy to generate the surpluses this year that are required to finace the 
Plan projects." 


Lesson to Learn 


Experts say whatever has happened should carry a built-in lesson: That the 
crop failure could have been substantially avoided if proper coordination be- 
tween various agencies responsible for plant protection was possible. 


"Let us start a thorough post mortem of the whole affair now and, if required, 
we should invite friendly nations to diagnose what actually happened and how. 
Let there be no scapegoats made until a panel of independent experts studies 
the situation and gives its proposals to save the next crop," one prominent 
cotton expert said. 


The Federal Cabinet, he added, is the right place and now is the right time to 
set up that enquiry panel. 
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COTTON CRISIS: 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p ll 


[Editorial: "Cotton Crisis"] 


[Text ] 


CLEAR indications are now 
available that all is not well 
with the cotton sector in the 
country. Cotton export has 
been suspended in anticipation 
of a production shortfall. The 
possibility of importing cotton 
to meet the shortage is being 
actively considered and some 
private parties are reported to 
have even placed firm orders 
with Sudanese exporters. 
Meanwhile, domestic cotton 
prices have shot up from last 
year’s Rs. 500 per maund to as 
much as Rs. 900 per maund last 
week. It is now obvious that the 
situation will exert an adverse 
impact on our overall export 
earnings this year and will also 
seriously disturb the domestic 
textile industry. The CEC and 
the textile industry can be ex- 
pected to sustain substantial 
losses in honouring the forward 
export commitments. At this 
stage, it is difficult to estimate 
the total financial impact of the 
current cotton crisis. But given 
the reports about the shortfall, 
it can be assumed that the over- 
all magnitude of the loss to the 
economy will be quite signifi- 
cant. The authorities, who have 
been claiming full credit for the 
marked improvement in ag- 
ricultural production for the 
last four consecutive years, 
have now readily passed on the 
blame for the shortfall ih cotton 








GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION URGED 


crop to the weather. For some 
time they did not even care to 
admit that pests had damaged 
the cotton crop. It is surprising 
that in spite of the alarm which 
has now been raised, the Gov- 
ernment still does not have a 
reasonably accurate estimate 
of the extent of the shortfall, 
although the situation could 
have been anticipated in March 
when untimely rains upset the 
sowing Operation. 

A serious crisis of this pro- 
portion cannot be swept under 
the rug. It has all the makings of 
an emergency, and appropriate 
measures must be adopted now 
t@ meet the exigencies arising 
out of it. The first step, of 
curse, is to determine the ex- 
tent of this emergency, which 
can be done only if the cotton 
production for this year is accu- 
rately estimated. The next step 
should be to draw up plans for: 
the future, to cover the ex- 
pected shortfall in export earn- 
ings, and to keep the textile in- 
dustry from buckling under the 
weight of the likely losses 
which would be incurred be- 
cause of the increased cost of 
production — inevitable on ac- 
count of the doubling of 
domestic lint prices. All the al- 
ternatives should be studied 
seriously. The Government 
could consider intervening in 
the cotton economy ina big way 
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until the situation normalises. 
Thus, the Government could of- 
fer relief to farmers, put a ceii- 
ing on lint prices without 
damaging the interest of the 
ginners and announce gener- 
ous export rebates on yarn and 
cloth. This would, indeed, be 
the ideal solution. But the Gov- 
ernment do€s not have enough 
means to finance such a gig- 
antic intervention. 


The other alternative would 
be for the Government to call 
an emergency meeting of rep- 
resentatives of all the in- 
terested parties, such as 
farmers, ginners, spinners, tex- 
tile manufacturers and ex- 
porters and discuss the matter 
threadbare to arrive at a 
balanced distribution of the en- 
hanced cost over the sub- 
sectors of the cotton economy. 
The Government would, in that 
case, have to intervene only to 
remove the imbalances that are 
impossible to tackle by cost dis- 
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persal alone. The 

could also identify the maxi 
mum margin of profit each sub- 
sector could make and where it 
appears difficult to maintain 
the lower limit of this margin, 
the Government could step in 
to enforce adjustments. This 
meeting could also be used for 
evolving a fail-safe system for 
monitoring the entire cotton 
economy. It was because of the 
absence of such 2 system at the 
official level that the extent of 
the cotton crisis could nat be 
anticipated well in time. 
Proper monitoring would, in 
case of a shortfall, alert the con- 
cerned parties, such as the gin- 
ning mills, spinning factories, 
textile units, exporters and 
even the important world 
markets of cotton and textiles. 
If this system is computerised, 
so much the better. We must 


* realise that the cotton economy 


is too important for the finan- 
cial health of the country to be 
handled indifferently. 
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ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED, TERMED 'ADHOCISM' 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Dec 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Economics of Adhocism"] 


[Text] THE substantial increase in the price of vanaspati has come at a time 
when the prices of vegetables, meat, chicken and eggs have risen sharply. De- 
rationed sugar too is selling at about 20 per cent higher than the ration 
price. The government may be able to dismiss the giddy vegetable and egg 
prices as seasonal factors, although their prices have never shot up as high 
as they are today all over the country. But neither is the sugar price expec- 
ted to come down much nor the meat prices. Free market price of wheat and 
non- ration atta, too, have risen. The impact of all these factors on the 
cost of living is substantial. Hence labour leaders have protested against it 
and called for increase in wages. 


Contrary to reported recommendation of the Ghee Corporation of Pakistan that 
the price of vanaspati be raised by Rs. 2.50 per kilo, the government has 
raised it by Rs. 2.80. If the price was not raised to pass on the burden of 
the increase in soya bean and palm oil prices the government would have suf- 
fered a deficit of Rs. 4,000 million, says the government. And following the 
price rise the government would be bearing a burden of Rs. 1,000 million. 
That means the 83 million people of Pakistan would have to pay Rs. 3,000 mil- 
lion more for their vanaspati. And that is indeed a large sum, particularly 


in the light of the fact they have to pay so much more for their other essen- 
tial items. 


Did the government have any option other than increasing the vanaspati prices? 
To begin with, only two-thirds of the edible oil needs of the country are met 
by imports. The other one-third comes from indigenous production. Secondly, 
the government has been collecting a large revenue from vanaspati in the shape 
of Central Excise Duty. The revenue last year was Rs. 715 million and the es- 
timate this year is Rs. 815 million. If the government wanted to be helpful 
to consumers it could have reduced the excise duty, or abolished it altogether 
for this year because of the abnormal price rise of imported oil following 
crop failure abroad. The government has not chosen to do that. Instead it 
wants to have all the revenue for itself and make the consumer pay far more 
for his vanaspati. 
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A major reason for the price rise which the government is determined not to 
admit publicly is the steady devaluation of the rupee under the guise of 
floating it. When Pakistan has to pay Rs. 35 per cent more in rupees, the 
price has to go up. But usually when there is a substantial devaluation, the 
duties are lowered so that prices of essential goods do not shoot up. That is 
not to be done in Pakistan. Im fact, after the devaluation an import sur- 
charge of five per cent was levied on all imports, resulting in a sharp in- 
crease in the rupee prices of imports. 


A great deal of fuss has been made about food subsidies in Pakistan. Subsidy 
has been made to sound like an economic crime. But the total food subsidy 
last year was only Rs. 141 million, and the subsidy this year before sugar was 
re-rationed was estimated at Rs. 291 million. After the sugar derationing 
that amount has fallen sharply. So if the government was inclined to help the 
consumers it could have kept the price increase for vanaspati low and met the 
balance through subsidy. But the U.S. World Bank and IMF do not want us to 
sibsidises anything, and we fall for that line rod, hook and sinker. And that 
is being at a time when U.S. subsidies not grain production but non-production 
heavily. Hence the U.S. demand is inequitous, whether that comes directly or 
through the international organizations. But then, there is one logic for the 
lenders and another for the borrowers. Clearly an economic policy that 
regards a total food subsidy of Rs. 291 million too heavy and a wage increase 
of Rs. 3,850 million for the Federal employees commonplace is utterly wrong. 
And if after such a large increase in the pay bill the government employees 
find they are not the gainers they are right. If what comes as pay increase 
goes too quick as price rise, their protests are valid. So, the consumers are 
now losing without the official employees gaining. This two-way loss is the 
outcome of a wholly erratic policy of Adhocism which ought to be changed al- 
together now. 
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OIL PRODUCTION FROM NEW WELLS TO START SOON 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 2 Dec 83 p l 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Dec. 1--Oil exploration activities in the country are being 
accelerated in order to achieve self-sufficiency in oil. This was stated by 
Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Resources, Dr. Mohammad Assad 
Khan, while inspecting oilfields at Dakhni and Toot. 


The Minister said that the Government attached very high priority to energy 
sector and all-out efforts were being made to discover new oilfields in the 
country. He said that mobile processing facilities would be introduced in the 
oil-producing fields. 


Dr. Assad said that two new wells at Toot would start production in about two 
weeks time and production from these wells would be about 800 barrels a day. 
He further said that production from newly-discovered Dakni would start after 
about two years. 


He emphasised that the development of other sources of energy, such as bio-gas 
and small hydro-electric units along with oil and gas exploration shouid also 
be encouraged. 


The Minister said that offshore drilling would start in near future and there 
were brighter prospects of oil in the coastal areas of Pakistan. 


He further said that Government was also trying to achieve self-sufficiency in 
trained manpower by sending more peoples for training abroad. 


The Minister was accompanied by the Chairman of the Oil and Gas Deveiopment 
Corporation (OGDC). 


The Minister visited Dakhni and Toot oilfields to acquaint himself of the 
projects there. 


In Dakhni, he visited well No. 1, which has already been completed and would 
start production after the equipment required for disseminating sulphur from 
the oil, is received. He also reviewed the progress of drilling well No. 2, 
which has been dug upto 2,445 metres in 55 days, out of a targetted depth of 
4,500 metres. 


In Toot oifields, Dr. Assad visited the wells No. 16 and 17 which would be 
completed in about two weeks and are expected to start production soon. 
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HIGH LEVEL ENQUIRY INTO ONION SHORTAGE 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 14 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Dec. 3: Four pro- 
vincial Industries Ministers and 
senior otficers of National Logistics 
Cell will meet in Islamabad on Dec 
S next to determine the causes be- 
hind the present onion crisis. 

The Adviser to the President on 
Business Coordination and Inter- 
nal Trade Sheikh Ishrat Ali, when 
contacted this evening by “Dawn” 
denied that present onion crisis 
was the result of excessive exports 
Or poor communications between 
Sind and Punjab. He said the crisis 
was caused mainly by late cultiva- 
tion and partly by late rains. Pri- 
vate sectors, b said, had also 
played very ne gative role in this 
conection. 

The Adviser, however, agreed 
that the price of onion has recorded 
an increase of more than 300 per 
cent during last few weeks but 
hoped the prices of all essential 
commodities, including onions, will 
come down by the middle of De- 
cember this year. 

Meanwhile, a survey conducted 
by “Dawn” revealed that onion 
prices in the two cities hit a new 
high. Onions available on few veg- 
etable shops are being sold at Rs. 
14 a kilo as against Rs. 10.50 per 
kilo fixed by the district administ- 
ration. One grocer, when asked to 
comment on price of onion, said 
that he had never experienced such 
rise during the past 14 years. 

Only four weeks ago it was being 
sold at Rs. 4 per kilo. One officer of 
Agricultural Marketing, when con- 
tacted, described the price hike as 
the result of disrupted communica- 
tions with Sind. He said the pro- 
duce of Baluchistan reached the 
market which was now in the hands 
ot hoarders, while NWFP crop was 
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much below the expectations. 


Lahore 


Dawn Lahore Bureau adds: 
Prices of onions in Lahore have 
been rising rapidly and the com- 
modity.is now selling at Rs. 14109 16 
per kilogram. 

According to @ survey, until 
yesterday the commodity was av- 
ailable at Rs. 12 to 13 per kg. but it 
shot up to Rs. 60 per five kgs. in the 
wholesale market, and conse- 
quently to Rs. 16 per kg. in the re- 
tail shops. 

As usual, the claims and versions 
of the wholesalers and local au- 
thorities differ with each other — 
The wholesalers maintain that the 
supplies from the Hyderabad, 
Quetta and Peshawar has been reg- 
ular and sufficient. 


Peshawar 


Our Staff Correspondent at 
Peshawar says: Onion has almost 
completely vanished from the 
Peshawar vegetable market while 
fresh green onion ts selling at Rs. 6 
per kg. placing the housewives ina 
delimma. 

This situation is likely to con- 
tinue indefinitely as there are no 
stocks of onion available with 
stockists and wholesalers, it is said. 
Whatever small quantity is avail- 
able at very few shops is being sold 
at Rs. 12 to 14 per kg. The shortage 
has been attributed to hoarding by 
some of the major suppliers who 
have been held responsible by 
shopkeepers for creating an artifi- 
cial shortage for profiteering. How- 
ever, a spokesman of the Ag- 
ricultural Marketing and Storage 
Limited, commenting on _ the 
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shortage of onion, said that it was 
due to dislocation of ‘normal com- 
munications with Sind while the 
Baluchistan onion was now in the 
hands of hoarders in NWFP. Ac- 
cording to the AMSL spokesman 
the situation has further worsened 
as Onion ‘production in NWFP has 
fallen shoct of expectations. 

_ Asked about AMSL’s role in re- 
solving the crisis, the spokesman 
informed that AMSL, established 
three years back at a cost of Rs. ten 
crore, did not store onion and, 
therefore, it could not -help. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES SAID BASED ON INADEQUATE DATA 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement p III 


[Text ] 


EVEN in the most ad- 
vanced free market 
economies, the chief con- 
cern of government policy is 
maintenance of full employ- 
ment. Efforts are directed 
all the time towards attain- 
ment of this objective. 


Yet, as recently as in November, 
1983, the unemployment rate was 
8.8 per cent in USA, 8.7 per cent in 
W. Germany, 12.3 per cent in UK, 
10.4°. in Australia, 11°. in Japan 
and 10”. in New Zealand. 

In Pakistan such recent figures 
on unemployment rate are hard to 
come by. The unemployment rate 
in the country in 1982-83 worked 
out to as low as 3.26 per cent and 
was lower still at 2.93 per cent in 
the preceding year. 

The Labour Force Survey con- 
ducted for 1978-79 put it at 3.5 per 
cent for that year. A similar survey 
conducted in 1974-75 claimed that 
the un-employment rate in the 
country was only 1.7 per cent. Inci- 
dentally, this was the year when 
world economy was in the grip of 
stagflation. It means that either we 
are exceptionally fortunate or our 











Table | 

Empioyment by {in millions) 19824) 

tan 1971-72 1981-42 (Projected) 
Agriculture i08 136 14.0 
Manufacturing i‘ 33 3.5 
Construction 0:6 10 1.1 
Wholesale and Retail 19 27 28 
Trode 
Transport, Storage and 


Communicstions Services 2! 25 26 
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tools of employment estimation are 
very inadequate. 

It seems that the actual figure of 
unemployment has been pushed 
under the “carpet of 
underemployment”. 


Harvesting time 


In the rural sector, where 71 per 
cent of the population lives, there 
is apparently an acute situation of 
seasonal unemployment. But our 
employment numbers do not seem 
to capture this. Perhaps because 
the harvesting time situation of full 
employment in agriculture sector 
enables the survey experts to count 
everybody as “employed” and to 
treat the state of “unemployment” 
between two harvesting times (or 
between two crops) as a state of 
sector is found in the cross- 
sectional comparison of labour pro- 
ductivity in agriculture, man- 
ufacturing and other sectors of the 
economy. In 1982-83, the annual 
value added per worker in ag- 
riculture was about Rs 7,000 
whereas it was Rs 16,000 in man- 
ufacturing, Rs 18,000 in wholesale 
and retail trade and Rs 15,000 in 
construction. 

Although this is only a rough in- 
dicator, it does bring out the fact 
that if some workers were with- 
drawn from agriculture, the overall 
production in this sector would, in 
all probability, not come down. 

The rate of “‘unemployment” as 
also of “under-employment” is un- 
derestimated on another count. It 
is based ona labour force participa- 
tion rate of 31 per cent which in 
itself is very low since it assumes a 
female participation rate of only 
3.8 per cent which appears to be a 
gross underestimate. 
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It leave out a large number of 
self-employed women-folk, that is, 
those who work at their homes for 
wages on the basis of the qua’ :tity 
ot work done; the work may inciude 
stitching of readymade garments, 
embroidery work, knitting, cut- 
work, piece-work, etc. 


Younger age group 


The labour participation rate in 
most developed countries is around 
50 per cent of population while in 
Pakistan it is less than one-third. 
Besides, under-estimation of wo- 
men labour force, another factor 
for low participation rate is that a 
large proportion of population is in 
the younger age group. Children 
below the age of 15 years con- 
stituted 45 per cent of total popula- 
tion according to 1981 Census. 

Within Pakistan it is interesting 
to observe that according to Labour 
Force Survey, 1978-79, highest 
participation rate in labour force is 
that of Sind, being 33.4 per cent, 
followed by Baluchistan 32.4 per 
cent, Punjab 31.1 per cent and 
NWFP 24.96 per cent. These 
Participation rates will go up if wo- 
men participation rates are es- 
timated more appropriately. 

The distribution of labour force 
between various economic sectors 
during the 10 years ended 1981-82 
show that the ratio of labour force 
in non-agricultural sectors has in- 
creased only marginally from 42.73 


.per cent in 1971-72 to 44.32 percent 


in 1981-82 and therefore the pres- 
sure of population on agriculture 
continues to be heavy. The ratio for 
1982-83 was projected at 44.52 per 
cent indicating a slight 
improvement. 


The position of sectoral employ- 
mént as given in Economic Survey, 
1982-83, was as given in Table 1. 


Inadequacy 


Bulk of our labour force is illit- 
erate. Out of the estimated total 
labour force in 1982-83 about 18 
million persons were either illit- 
erate or had “less than primary 
level education” and 4.6 million 
had “primary but less than matric 
level education”. The number of 
matriculates (with less than degree 
education) was 1.98 million while 
that of degree holders was only 
318,000. The degree or post- 
graduate diploma holders were 
209,900, that is less than one per 
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cent. The ratio of “matriculates 
and above” in total labour force 
was hardly 10 per cent. 


This reveals the “inadequacy” of 
our labour force. ‘In order to um 
prove the effectiveness and effi. 
ciency of the labour force as also to 
enhance labour productivity it is 
imperative that the quantity and 
quality of education is substan- 
tially augmented. 

















Table 2 

Sector Empwyment we 

Flam cory te Jety, 1988 

(édiions) 
Agriculture 042 182 
Manufacturing om 469 
Construction 040 180 
Trade 0408 36! 
Transport 0 408 144 
Tota! inchuding 
Othe: sectors 0387 29 80 
Massive size 


The ratio of skilled and semi- 
skilled workers in total labour 
force has to be increased by launch- 
ing crash programmes of massive 
size. Each year, close to one million 
persons are now being added to the 
labour force. 

The arithmatic of labour force 
growth appears to be simple. In 
mid-1982-83 the total population of 
the country was estimated at 88.22 
million, which at the average popu- 
lation growth rate of 3 per cent, in- 
dicates that 2.65 million population 
will be added to the existing 
number by mid-1983-84. 

At 31 per cent labour force 
participation rate, it would result 
in 0.28 million active labour force 
during January, 1983 January, 
1984. This additinal labour has to 
be imparted education and skills, 
along with the back-log. 


During the past six years (since 
1976) about 140,000 persons have 
been going abroad annually for 
gainful employment mostly in the 
Middle East. A survey conducted 
by Manpower Division placed the 
number of our workers living ab- 
road at 1.6 million. 

In the Sixth Five Year Plan, a net 
emigration of 550,000 workers has 
been estimated for the Plan period 
During the Plan period labour 
force is expected to increase by 3.3 
million. The agriculture sector 1s 
expected to absorb almost half of 
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this increase while manufacturing 
sector is estimated to take up about 
one-fourth. 

On the basis of employment 
elasticity related to value added in 
various sectors of the economy, the 
internal sectoral employment level 
in July, 1988 is projected in the 
Sixth Plan as given in Table 2. 


Survey 


The Sixth Plan has projected the 
labour force in 1988 on the basis of 
a population growth rate of 2.64 per 
cent and on labour force participa- 
tion rate of 31 per cent.as in Labour 
Force Survey for 1978-79. The Plan 
recognises that female labour force 
participation rate has increased to 
7.91 per cent. 

Both the population growth rate 
(of 2.64 per cent) and the participa- 
tion rate (of 31 per cent) assumed 
in the Sixth Plan appear to be on 
the low side in view of the fact that 
average population growth rate in 
the past has tended to be around 3 
per cent. 

With the growing rate of female 
participation in active labour 
force, the overall rate of participa- 
tion is most likely to turn out much 
higher than 31 per cent on which 
the employment strategy in the 
Sixth Plan appears to be based. Th- 
ese parameters need another look 
for more realistic projections.— 
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TABLE PROVIDES NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION, RESERVES FIGURES 
Karachi PROGRESS in English Nov 83 p 3 


[Text ] 
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CONCERN OVER ANTICIPATED CLOSURE OF CHECKPOST ON IRAN BORDER 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14 


{Text} 


LAHORE, Nov 30: The Federal 
Government is taking appropriate 
steps to rectify the situation re- 
garding “anticipated closure” of 
Koh-i-Tuftan post situated on Iran- 
Pakistan border being used as a 
busy checkpoint for the clearance 
of goods exported via land route to 
various Countries, it was officially 
learnt today. 

In this regard, a written formal 
protest was made by the 
Baluchistan Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry following a 
Government decision under which 
the Karachi Port was declared a 
full-fledged dry port for the clear- 
ance of goods routed through Koh-i- 
Tuftan post. 

The copies of the letter were 
circulated not only to the Federal 
Government but to all the Cham- 
bers in the country and to the of- 
fices of the Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and In- 
dustry (FPCC and 1), as well. 


According to the letter, a large 
number of professional traders and 
businessmen in Baluchistan would 
suffer due to this decision, particu- 
larly, those directly connected with 
import and export activities. Be- 
sides, the area would be deprived 
of a large amount of revenue col- 
lected and generated through th- 
ese sources. Over 80 per cent clear- 
ance of goods would divert to 
Karachi Port, the _ letter 
maintained. 

It has been urged on all quarters 
concerned to take stock of the situ- 
ation in such a way that Koh-i- 
Tuftan is declared a dry port for 
which all necessary arrangements 
should be made. 

In this connection, a meeting is 
likeiy to be held next month either 
by the Federation of Chambers or 
jointly by the Chambers to formu- 
late their point of view and forward 
it to the Federal Government. 
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REGIME'S CONTROL OVER PRESS, OFFICIAL POLICY CRITICIZED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 Nov 83 pp 26-28 


[Article by Minhaj Barna] 


[Text } 


FROM its very inception the 
National Press Trust has been a. ques- 
tionable establishment — in fact, 
questionable is a somewhat mild word. 
It was floated during Ayub Khan's 
regime in 1964. The initial invest- 
ment of Rs. 51,80,000 was provided 
by over 40 concerns, including the 
leading banks. The donors: the 22 
well-known industrial and commercial 
families; the operators: trained and 
artful civil servants. When formed, 
the Trust was bitterly assailed not 
only by journalists, editors and publi- 
shers, but also by almost all political 
parties, the only obvious exception 
being the ruling Convention Muslim 
League. Even the Pakistan People’s 
Party in its Foundation Papers (formu- 
lated and approved in 1968) commit- 
ted itself to its dissolution — a commit- 
ment which it failed to honour after 
coming to power. 

The NPT was part of a grand 
design to control the media. Ayub’s 
Government first took over the 
Progressive Papers Ltd. in 1959 
under a Martial Law Regulation, 
thus adding a “New Leaf” to the 
once esteemed newspapers, the 
‘Pakistan Times’, ‘Imroze’, and ‘Lail-o- 
Nahar’. In 196], it took over the 
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP), 
a premier news agency managed 
under .a private trust. In 1963 it 
promulgated the most coercive Press 
law in the history of the sub-conti- 
nent, the Press and Publication Ordi- 
nance, which again was vociferously 
opposed by all sections of public 


opinion led by the Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and 
other organisations of the Press 
industry. (A review of the PPO was 
completed by the Federal Shariat 
Court earlier this year, but judgement 
remains reserved.) All these measures 
are still in force. 


Big empire 


The NPT grew in strength over 
the passage of time. It wa, unsurpri- 
singly, largely concentrated in West 
Pakistan — in the former Eastern 
wing it had only the ‘Morning News’ 
and ‘Dainik Pakistan’, a Bengali 
daily, both of which flew out of the 
fold along with the wing. Today, the 
NPT controls a vast empize, compri- 
sing the daily ‘Mashriq’ (four editions 
— Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar & 
Quetta); the ‘Pakistan Times’ (two 
editions — Lahore & Rawalpindi); 
‘Imroze’ (two editions —Lahore & 
Multan); and ‘Morning News’ (Kara- 
chi). These papers consume at least 
half, if not more, of the Government 
advertising budget drawn from the 
public exchequer. 

The Trust empire is a many-splen- 
doured thing. It has considerable 
assets, the most rewarding of which is 
its five-storeyed building on Karachi’s 
illustrious bourgeois avenue, the LI. 
Chundrigar Road. Net income from 
rent after meeting all expenses amounts 
to Rs. two million per annum. How 
the land was acquired and the building 
constructed is another story. However, 
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the NPT has more than one remark- 
able feature 


Unregistered Trust 


One of these is the office of its 
Chairman, the present incumbent 
being the | 1th since its debut. This 
is among the most powerful offices 
in the land. The Chairman represents 
everything in the Trust. To explain 
this point, it may be mentioned that 
in February, 1972, the Board of 
Trustees and all the Boards of Direc- 
tors of various NPT subsidiaries 
were suspended under Martial Law 
Regulation No. 35, and all the powers 
of these Boards vested in the person 
of the Chairman. Later in the same 
year, the National Assembly passed 
the NPT Chairman (Appointment) 
Act of 1972, under which the Presi- 
dent of Pakistan was assigned the 
powers to appoint the Chairman. 
It was a sort of coup against the 
Board of Trustees and the Settlors 
who had created the Trust. Interesting- 
ly, the present regime, very articulate 
in the several “White Papers” it has 
published against the “black deeds” 
of the previous Government, did not 
consider it wise to bring this issue 
into public view for a critical re- 
appraisal. The reasons for this are 
obvious. And, to top it all — it is hard 
to believe this, but the fact remains 

the NPT js still an unregistered 
trust! 


The ‘policy’ 


Another outstanding feature is the 
“policy” of its papers. What is the 
policy of the NPT and its papers? 
That is the question. It has, of late, 
become a particularly relevant topic 
in the wake of the stunning episode 
relating to the dismissal of 10 senior 
journalists employed by its papers 
in Lahore -— ‘Mashriq’, ‘Imroze’, 
and the ‘Pakistan Times’. The reason: 
they added their names to an appeal 
signed by intellectuals from Lahore 
calling for the restoration of demo- 
cracy and an end to Martial Law. 
The charge: violation of the NPT 
‘policy’ (other signatories to the 
appeal and those who signed a similar 
one in Karachi have been black- 
listed by the State-controlled Radio 
and Television networks). 


The ball was set rolling by the 
*‘Mashriq’ Chief Editor, who took 
cognizance of the signing of the 
appeal by three journalists employed 
by his paper. The journalists were 
not charged with any professional 
lapse or misconduct. They had been 
with the paper for a long time; one of 
them — a senior assistant editor — 
used to deputise as editor in the 
absence of the Chief Editor. A letter 
was immediately despatched by the 
Chief Editor to the NPT Chairman 
recommending removal from service 
of the newsmen forthwith. His plea 
was that the journalists had signed 
an appeal whose contents, in his 
opinion, were totally at variance 
with the policy of the paper. He also 
maintained that journalists who dis- 
agree with the policy of their pape: 
should on principle resign on their 
own. The Chairman, who also happens 
to be the Chief Executive of ‘Mashriq’, 
readily responded and dismissal letters 
were issued. Later, seven signatories 
to the appeal belonging to the PPL, 
five from ‘Imroze’ and two from the 
‘Pakistan Times’, were also dismissed 
on the same charge. Let the fact not 
be overlooked that all the 10 newsmen 
also happen to be office-bearers of 
the Pakistan Federal Union of Journa- 
lists (PFUJ) and its affiliate, the 
Punjab Union of Journalists. Some of 
them are also office-bearers of the 
All-Pakistan Newspaper Employees 
Confederation (APNEC)- 


On the face of it, the charge is 
baseless. If one is to accept it as 
tenable and convincing, one must 
subscribe to the ridiculous hypothesis 
that the said journalists are not citi- 
zens of Pakistan, that they have no 
right to express their personal religious, 
political or other views, and that 
they are no more than serfs to the 
Trust, who must, in effect, be pers>ni- 
—_— of whatever the NPT stan.'s 
Or. 


Terms of service 


But what are the terms of service 
in the NPT? Is there any documentary 
proof which shows that, once in 
service, NPT employees will be 
deprived of all human rights — rights 
which are normally guaranteed by 
Islam or Western civilisation o1 the 
U.N. Charter to which Pakistan 








remains a signatory’ It is hard to 
believe that by accepting an 8-hour 
duty service a journalist working for 
an NPT Paper can be presumed to have 
sold his or her soul. How does the ques- 
tion of “Policy” come in where the 
retention and expression of personal 
views and beliefs is concerned? Every 
establishment has its own policy or 
some thing resembling a policy. An em- 
ployee is required to do a particular 
job efficiently — and no more than that 

for which a fixed remuneration or 
wage is paid. He is certainly expected 
to perform his duties in line with the 
genera! directives and policy of the 
establishment concerned. But does this 
mean that because of his employment 
he is deprived of all his rights as a 
citizen, including the right to hold and 
express views which may be contrary 
to those of his employers? Surely 
not. 

What the dismissed newsmen did 
was no more than exercise their 
inherent and natural rights as citizens 
of Pakistan to express their mews on 
crucial national affairs. Here the 
policy of any establishment at which 
they may happen to be employed 
cannot and should not come in their 
way. The question is one of direct 
relationship between an _ individual 
citizen and the State. li a citizen is 
deemed by the State to have violated 
any of its laws, then it is up to the 
State to take action against him via 
the courts of justice. If the contents 
of the appeal were in any way anti- 
State, the Government should. have 
acted and not the NPT managements. 
It appears that the NPT is-a law unto 
itselt, a State within a State. + self- 
ordained judge and jury rolled into 
one, dealing with alleged “offences” 
which are beyond its jurisdiction. 

The views expressed by the news- 
men were no different from those 
being projected by lawyers, politi- 
cians, and various other people belong: 
ing to different walks of life. Millions 
of people are in agreement with them. 
They stand for democracy and an end 
to authoritarian rule. They stand for 
the 1973 Constitution, which was 
framed and unanimously accepted by 
representatives Of the people. They 
fear that the solidarity and integrity 
of the country may be threatened if 
Martial Law is prolonged any further. 
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This ts one aspect of the question 
The other relates to the question of 
policy. The issue is: What is the 
policy of the NPT and its papers? 
This has to be classified if one ts to 
accept the fantastic view that the 
said newsmen had no right to express 
their personal views on national 
affairs even as private citizens And, 
for the sake of argument, let us 
presume that under the terms of 
thei: employment, expression of per- 
sonal views in conflict with NPT 
policy constitutes a misconcuct punish- 
able by dismissal from service. 


The Trust Deed 


In the first instance, the policy of a 
newspaper has to be based on certain 
principles, both legal and moral, 
especially in the case of an establish- 
ment governed by trust laws. As 
Stated earlier, there exists a Martial 
Law Regulation 35 and the Act of 
1972. Neither of them has amended 
the basic legal document of the 
NPT, the Trust Deed. Ii is the Deed 
which lays down the basic objectives 
and purposes of the Trust and the 
affirmations of the Settlors. Thus, 
the policy of NPT papers could only 
be based on this Deed, and not on the 
arbitrary whims of its executives. Let 
us try to determine whether or not the 
contents of the appeal are in conflict 
with a policy based on the Deed. The 
affirmations of the Settlors in the 
Deed say: 

“Whereas the Settlors have a 
feeling of responsibility as citizens 
and are desirous of establishing, 
helping, and encouraging the promo- 
tion of sound and healthy journalism 
with a truly national outlook, un- 
tainted by parochial, partisan o1 
sectarian inclinations, so as to contri- 
bute to making of the Press a truly 
objective and effective instrument 
for promoting the ideology of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and for 
the furtherance of unity, solidarity, 


. integrity and prosperity in the various 


spheres of national life (The 
words “for propagating the ideology 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan” 
were added at the Settlors’ Mecting 
held on March 9, 1970, and approved 
by the Trustees on April 3, 1970.) 
The relevant Purposes of the 











Trust as laid down in the Deed are 

‘Yajto establish and publish 
newspapers and periodicals with a 
truly objective outlook, and devo- 
ted to the cause of national pro- 
gress and solidarity, and to acquire, 
promote, and develop all other 
forms of media,” 

“(b) (not relevant here)” 

“(c)to propagate and assist in 
the creation of an economic order 
based upon the principles of social 
justice as enunciated by Islam; 

‘(d)to propagate and assist in 
the creation of a peaceful and law- 
abiding democratic society ; and 

“(e) subject to other provisions 

of this Deed, to support national 
schemes for economic gevelopment 
and for promoting civic or other 
responsibilities, education and 
social welfare in both wings of the 
country...” 
(Purposes (c) and (d) were added 
to the Deed by the Settlors on 
March 9, 1970 and approved by 
the Trustees on April 3, 1970.) 


Impugned statement 


And what are the contents of the 
appeal signed by the said journalists? 
It was in Urdu, and a rough translation 
reads as follows: 

“We, the patriotic writers, journa- 
lists and intellectuals of Pakistan, 
consider it imperative to express the 
opinion that a solution of the grave 
political crisis facing the country, in 
accordance with the people’s wishes, 
is unavoidable and necessary in 
the interest of the integrity of the 
country. 

“The people through their own 
agonising experience have rejected 
Martial Law and have risen throughout 
the country for the restoration of 
their civil and democrati¢ rights. 
The people of every fedcrating unit 
are taking part in this glorious move- 
ment according to their capacity. 

“Yhe way the people of Sind have 
responded to the call for restoration 
of democracy, owing to certain 
specific historical factors, has added 
an enviable chapter in the history of 
Pakistan's freedom and liberty. 

“We pay tributes to the people's 
struggle and to the sacrifices offered 
by the masses of Sind, and consider 
it necessary for every patriotic citizen 
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10 «6express his complete solidarity 
with them 

“Ii is regrettable that certain vested 
interests are engaged in efforts to 
deliberately distoit this countrywide 
movement for democracy and, in 
particular, 10 misrepiesent the Sindh: 
people's urge for freedom. The respon- 
sibility for giving a violent! colour to 
this peaceful nwovement for democi acy 
rests squarely On these vested interests 
Moreover, the misuse of State powe: 
by the authorities has created a 
situation of confrontation. We strong- 
ly condemn this and raise our voice 
against excessive violence on 
peaceful demonstiatois, unjust treat- 
ment to political prisoners, and 
uncivilised punishments. 

“We firmly believe that efforts to 
crush the democratic movement by 
force cannot succeed. We appeal to 
citizens of the country to rise above 
their personal and group interests and 
play their historic role for the restora- 
tion of democracy so that the founda- 
tions of an independent, sovereign, 
and prosperous society can be laid in 
Pakistan”. 


No apparent conflict 


After going through the contents 
of the appeal, one is at a loss to 
understand as to how these are in any 
way opposed to the policy of the NPT 
papers as may be deduced from the 
principles and purposes contained in 
the Trust Deed. Or; is there some 
other policy, unwritten and undocu- 
mented, just whispered in the ears of 
the editors of the Trust papers? The 
contents of the appeal and views 
expressed in it may not be to the 
liking of the present regime, but they 
are certainly not in conflict with the 
“policy” of NPT papers, which can 
only be based on the principles and 
objectives of the Trust Deed. Only 
these are permanent and do not 
change with changes in Government. 
Nothing in the Deed suggests that 
the newspapers of the Trust have to 
abide by the policy of the Government 
in existence, and that their policy 
must change with the change of 
rulers. It may be mentioned here that 
although the brains behind the forma- 
tion of the Trust had the desire and 
intention to control a sizeable section 
of the Piess in the interests of the 
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Government of the day, even they 
could not claim in public, or in writing, 
in a legal document that the Trust 
would be an appendage of govern- 
ments that it would fully and 
completely support and promote their 
policies, even if these conflicted with 
the principles laid down in the Deed 

The appeal rejects Martial Law and 
favours restoration of democracy. 
Could it be termed as a negation of the 
NPT papers’ policy, drawing its 
substance from the Deed which aims 
at creating “a demociatic society”, 
not an authoritarian one? Is the 
ideology of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan synonymous with Martial 
Law, so that a demand fo; ending it 
could be termed as anti-Pakistan and 
anti-lslam and, therefore, a violation 
of the policy of NPT papers? Who 
in his proper senses could possibly 
identify the Pakistan Movement or the 
ideology of Pakistan with Martial 
Law? 

Similarly, by no stretch of imagina- 
tion can the faux pas of “parochial 
and sectarian inclinations” be applied 
to the contents of the appeal. Only a 
wild concoction could produce such a 
conclusion. One must bear in mind 
the fact that the signatories belong to 
the province of Punjab, and they laud 
and appreciate the struggle and sacri- 
fices of the people of another federa- 
ting unit, Sind, for the cause of demo- 
cracy and a democratic sociely 10 
which the NPT Deed is wedded. How 
could this possibly be considered 
parochial? On the contrary, the 
signatories have condemned those 
vested interests who are trying to 
distort and misrepresent the move- 
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ment. 
Out of context 


It is said that exception has been 
taken to the words: “the Sindhi 
people’s urge for freedom’. Words 
and phrases have little meaning when 
they are read without reference to 
context. The main theme of the appeal! 
is restoration of democracy and the 
words “urge for freedom” are meant 
in the same context, when stress has 
also been laid on the solidarity of the 
country in the appeal. 

There is only one possible way of 
justifying the dismissal of the news. 
men concerned, and that is through a 
public declaration by the NPT that it 
is not bound by its original charter 
and that all its employees must mould 
their personal views in accordence 
with the wishes and interest of the 
rulers of the days. 

But this brings into focus yet 
unother aspect of the question. That 
is, while the dismissed newsmen, in 
fact, adhered to the policy that could 
be reasonably deduced from the Trust 
Deed, its violation has been committed 
by the NPT authorities. But who will 
proceed against them? Perhaps they 
can at least resign voluntarily, keeping 
in view their own principle that 
“if one does not agree with the policy, 
one should resign”. 

This is even more applicable in the 
case of the Chief Editor of ‘Mashriq’ 
whose identification with the previous 
regime is wellknown. It is for him to 
answer the question whether he 
expects each ,>urnalist to change his 
personal views with every change of 
personnel in the seat of power. 








BALUCHISTAN GOVERNOR INAUGURATES SUI-KASHMORE ROAD 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 10 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


QUETTA, Nov 30: An alternate 
inter-provincial highway between 
Baluchistan and Sind was opened 

erday by Baluchistan Governor 
4Gen Rahimuddin Khan. 

The 51-km road connects Kash. 
more of Sind with Sui of 
Baluchistan. It would later be ex- 
tended to Dera Bugti to open up 
rural and tribal areas of the two 
provinces for better trade and 
traffic. 

The road has been built by the 
National] Logistic Cell at a cost of 
Rs 47 million. 

Inaugurating the road, the Gov- 
ernor said work on 358 kms Sibi- 
Tally Kahan-Kohlu-Rakimi high. 
way would soon be started to open 
up the land-locked areas of Marri- 
Bughti Agency of Baluchistan with 
the Punjab. The road will traverse 
through important towns from Sibi 
to D.G. Khan and Multan where it 
would be linked with the National 
Highway. The project will cost ab- 
out Rs 850 million. 

The Governor said the Govern. 
ment attached top priority to road- 
building in rural and tribal areas, 
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which possessed vast agricultural 
and mineral potential, so that the 
lifestyle of the people of the areas 
was changed for the better. 

Earlier, the NLC Chairman, Fed- 
eral Production Minister, Lt.Gen 
Saeed Qadir, said that now minera} 
potential of the area, particular}, 
Sui gas, would be exploited to thy 
maximum because of this road 
which would help free flow of 
heavy machinery required for the 
purpose. 

He said two modern machinery 
workshops — one at Karachi and 
another at Gujranwala — had been 
set up for the maintenance of heayy 
fleet of NLC transport deployed for 
smooth and satisfactory movement 
of essential items from Karachi to 
the interior of the country. 


He said NLC had also underta. 
ken the responsibility for moving 
4,000 barrels of oil from Khaskhel; 
oilfield to a Karachi refinery daily 

He said the NLC had also under. 
taken construction of grain silos for 
the storage of surplus foodgrains, 
particularly wheat, for export to 
foreign countries. 
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LAND REFORMS: 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p ll 


[Editorial: 


{Text ] 


"Implementing Land Reforms" ] 


THE Government's decision 
to probe into the legality of 
landholdings of the _ big 
zamindars in Sind is a signifi. 
cant move which could have 
far-reaching economic, social 
and: political implications. 
Since such an enquiry has long 
been overdue, questions are 
bound to be raised about the 
reasons for undertaking an ir- 
vestigation now, s0 many years 
atter the last land refor.ns were 
instjtuted. The Gove:nment’s 
position is @&hat some big 
zamindars managed to evade 
the provisions of the land re- 
form act through forgery and 
other illegal means, and that 
several hundred thousand 
acres of land which should law- 
fully have been resumed is still 
in their possession. As a conse- 
quence a special] team set up 
some time ago has already com- 
pleted an enquiry into the hold- 
ings of 15 prominent zamindars 
in Sind, while an enquiry into 
the affairs of another 15 is con- 
tinuing. It is, however, not very 
clear why a general enquiry has 
not been instituted at the na- 
tional level to assess the state 
of agrarian holdings in the 
country. This could help ascer- 
tain the extent to which land 
reforms have actually been im- 
plemented. Jt is obvious that a 
law to regulate the size of Jand- 
holdings does not amount to 
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much if it remains on paper 
only. It is common knowledge 
that a large number of land- 
lords al! over the country re- 
mained unaffected by the land 
reforms of 1959, 1972 and 1977. 
Quite a few landowners man- 
aged to avoid giving up any but 
a ‘token quantity of land. In 
other cases the lacunae in the 
Jaw were such that they actu- 
ally left large tracts of land in 
the hands of a landowner. Thus 
in the 1972 reforms the defini- 
tion of the ceiling, the addi- 
tional allowances given to a 
Jandowner by virtue of the 
exemptions and allowances for 
transfer within a family, and 
the grossly underestimated 
valué of the Produce Index 
Unit, which was freely used as a 
vardstick, considerably _re- 
duced the area of the land to be 
regumed. As a result the large 
estates landlords were left with 
made a mockery of the entire 
exercise.“One has only to look 
arf record to realise how in- 
effective the Government has 

n in implementing land re- 
fotms. Under the law of 1959 
onJy an area of 0.52 million 
hectares of land was resumed 
in:West Pakistan, which came 
tojnly 5.5 per cent of the crop. 
ped area. Of this 0.35 million 
hectares were redistributed 
among 75,000 persons. The 
performance under the 1972 
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law was not much better al- 
thpugh the ceilings were re- 
duced considerably. The land 
declared surplus amounted to 
one million hectares, which 
came to eight per cent of the 
net cropped area. But only 0.96 
million hectares was redis- 
trfhuted. The land reforms 
introduced in 1977 were imp- 
lemented on a very limited 
scale. They were announced at 
a time when the election 
campeigns and subsequently 
the agitation launched by the 
opposition disrupted the nor- 
mal business of the administra- 
tion. Land reforms went more 
or less by default. The imp- 
Jementation was poor. Accord- 
ing !0 some estimates, about 
50,000 hectares were resumed 
until 1978 and less than 35,000 
hectares redistributed. 

It should not be necessary to 
detail here the reasons for im. 
plementing land reforms. The 
pattern of agrarian holdings in 
any country has a profound ‘im- 
pact on agricultural produc- 
tion, let alone the socia) and 
political implications it has for 
society as a whole. It is now gen- 
erally acknowledged that small 
landholdings cultivated by the 
owner-cultivator have a higher 
yield per acre than Jarge hold- 
ings owned by absentee Jand- 
lords. Statistics for Pakistan 
show that large farms utilise 
just about 57 per cent of the 
total holding when smal! farms 
bring under the plough almost 
al] the land available. Accord- 
ing to official sources, farms un- 
der 20 acres which constitute 
89 per cent of all farms cover 
just 77 per cent of the total area 
of landholdings in Pakistan. 
This of course does not give @ 
picture of the land structure in 
terms of owner-cultivators and 
tenants. A number of farms 
actually belong to one person 
but are shown on paper @s be- 
ing owned by different.mem- 
bers of his family. Such farms 
are operated by tenants. In 
1972 owner-cultivators had 
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only 42 per cent of the farms 
and 39 per cent of the total farm 
area of the country. Nearly 58 
per cent of the farms were 
worked by tenants or landlords 
cum-tenants. The situation has 
not changed very much on the 
ground ever since. There is no 
denying the fact that land dis- 
tribution in Pakistan needs to 
be made more equitable. Even 
the provision of the Jand re 
forms which have 60 far been 
instituted have not gone far 
enough. Thus the Jast reform of 
1977 allowed a@ person to hold 
100 acres of irrigated and 200 
acres of unirrigated land. Even 
these reforms, insufficient as 
they were, have not been fully 
implemented. Not only has all 
the land not been ggsumed as 
required under the law, a Jarge 
area (364,000 hecteres accord. 
ing. to one estimate) has not 
been redistributed. Moreover 
all the land redistributed -has 
not been given to the Jan@less 
peasants. Nearly 66 per cent 
was auctioned to rich people. 
As such the Jot of the tiller has 
not really improved ‘and fre 
feudal pattern of tenancy. fela- 
tionship remains as it was. It is 
not clear why governments 
have fought shy of changing the 
agrarian structure in Pakistan. 
The political hold of the landed 
gentry could account for this 
lapse in a vital sector. But any 
government which js conscious 
of the social an@ economic imp- 
lications of the land tenure 
system in a country where 70 
per cent of the population de- 
pends on the land for its liveli- 
hood should seek to introduce 
greater equity in landholdings. 
The first step is to ensure that 
the laws which have already 
been enacted are applied fully 
and all over the country with- 
out any geographical distinc- 
tion. The next step should be to 
draw up a more comprehensive 
framework to restructure the 
land system to meet the im- 
peratives of equity and 
economic modernisation. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS SOCIETY GIVES AWARDS; NASRULLAH KHAN, PALEEJO AMONG RECIPIENTS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Nov 83 p 8 


{Text} LAHORE Nov. 28--The Human Rights Society Pakistan (HRSP) yesterday an- 
nounced awards for four persons--two posthumous--in recognition of their serv- 
ices for the sake of human rights through their writings or practical 
struggle. 


The recipients include: Nawabsada Nasrullah Khan (Gold Medal) late Pir Sahib 
Manki Sharif (Gold Medal) Rasool Bakhsh Paleejo (Silver Medal) and late Begum 
Ashtar Suleman (Silver Medal). 


The awards were announced at a Press conference by the HRSP patron, S. M. 
Zafar, who earlier presided over the meeting of 12-member awards selection 
committee. The awards would be distributed at a ceremony in March next year. 


Mr. Zafar said that the HRSP had constituted a three-member committee to tour 
{nterior of Sind and prepare a detailed report on the situation of human 
rights at present and in the recent past. If it was possible, the report 
would be published. 


He was of the view that arrests made by plain-clothed police were illegal and 
if the practice continued he might challenge it before the appropriate court 


of law. 


Answering a question he said that Miss Benazir Bhutto should be allowed to go 
abroad if here treatment was not possible in Pakistan. 


He expressed his ignorance of the alleged maltreatment being meted out to the 
lawyers and political workers in different jails. 
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EDITORS' BODY URGES WITHDRAWAL OF PRESS ORDINANCE 
Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] The Standing Committee of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors 
(CPNE) declared here yesterday in a resolution that if democracy is to take 
its roots in Pakistan, freedom of the Press is a "sine qua non for its con- 
tinued existence." 


The meeting reiterated the stand of the CPNE calling for the withdrawal of the 
Press and Publications Ordinance. According to a Press release the meeting 
chaired by CPNE President Mr Inquilab Matri, adopted the following resolution 
unanimously. 


"This meeting of the Standing Committee of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper 
Editors, after hearing the report of the CPNE President in relation to discus- 
sions with the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of the Federal Govern- 
ment, regrets the reaction of the Ministry regarding the demand of the CPNE 
for the withdrawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance or even considering 
amendments relating to administrative actions agains the Press. 


"The CPNE Standing Committee reiterates its stand on the withdrawal of the 
Press and Publications Ordinance and states that if democracy is to take its 
roots in Pakistan, freedom of the Press is a sine qua non for its continued 
existence." 


Earlier, the meeting heard a detailed report from the President of the CPNE, 
Mr Inquilab Matri, the Secretary-General Mr Mujibur Rahman Sahmi, and Member 
of the Standing Committee, Mr Mohammad Salahuddin, on the meetings held with 
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, the concerned Ministries on the 
subject of withdrawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance and the working 
of the Press Council within the framework of the constant stand of the CPNE on 
these issues. 


The meetings of the Standing Committee discussed at length the report of the 
CPNE delegation that met officials of the Information Ministry and concerned 
Ministries in connection with the demands of the CPNE members of the Standing 
Committee, and agreed that the position of the CPNE on the question of with- 
drawal of the Press and Publications Ordinance be reiterated with vehemence. 
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The meeting heard, in detail, a report by the convener of the Quaid-i-Azam 
Press Convention, Mr Mahmudul Aziz, on the accounts of the Convention. 


The meeting appreciated the fact that the accounts of the Quaid-i-Azam Press 
Convention showed a net savings of Rs 75,000 on the basis of the preliminary 
income-expenditure statement. 


The meetings appreciated the effort put in connection with the successful 
holding of the Convention, which was held in Karachi between May 8 to May 10, 
1983. 


The meeting of the Standing Committee also directed the Secretary-General Mr 
Mujibur Rahman Shami, to remind, in a circular, the members of the CPNE, to 
refrain from publication of names and photographs of women who are victims of 
criminal offences. 


The meeting also offered "Fateha" for the late Shaikh Faizur Rahman, father of 
the Secretary-General of the CPNE. 


The meeting of the CPNE Standing Committee was attended by the following 
Editors: Mr Majid Nizami, Mr Mohamamd Salahuddin, Mir Khalilur Rahman, Mr 
Mustafa Sadiq, Qazi Abdul Majid Abid, Mr M. A. Zuberi, Mr Mujibur Rahman 
Shami, Mr Mohammad Haroon Sa'ad, Syed Fasih Iqbal, Mr Mahmudul Aziz, Mr 
Mohammad Amanullah Hussain, Mr Habib Hayat, and Mr Anwar Farooqui. 


The Standing Committee members were later entertained to lunch at the Holiday 
Inn by Mr Inquilab Matri, CPNE President. 
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ANALYSIS FINDS INCREASE IN GHEE PRICES UNJUSTIFIED 
Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 Business Supplement pp I, IV 
[Article by M. Ziauddin in Islamabad: "How Compatible With World Trends"] 


[Text] AT ABOUT the time that domestic vegetable ghee price was officially 
increased by Rs. 2.80 per kg in response to a 100 per cent increase in the 
prices of imported edible oil, the price of soyabean oil in the USA had re- 
portedly slumped by almost 100 dollars a ton compared to the prices prevail- 
ing some weeks ago. 


Soyabean oil prices in the world market had started showing bullish tendencies 
from the month of May this year as reports of bad crop in the USA and Brazil 
began appearing on the world market scene. Within weeks the world palm oil 
prices too had begun rising in sympathy. 


Still Pakistan managed to import edible oils by the end of financial year 
1982-83 at just a little over Rs. 5.42 kg, the price it had paid for importing 
the same in 1981-82 but much less than Rs. 6.64 kg it had paid in 1979-80 per 
kg, off the 1978-79 price (Rs. 7.02 per kg) when the domestic vegetable oil 
price was duly increased by about one rupee per kg. 


According to statistics available from unofficial sources even during the 
first three months of the current financial year the import bill for edible 
oils was computed at about Rs. 6.33 per kg, about 9 paisas less than the 1981l- 
82 prices when the ruling domestic ghee price was Rs. 10.70 per kg. 


GCP Protits 


The extent of profits the Ghee Corporation of Pakistan was making during the 
period between 1979-80 and 1981-82 (when the world prices of edible oils were 
slumping) could be measured from the fact that the GCP in each of the previous 
two years awarded its workers bonuses equivalent to five months’ salary. 


According to informed sources edible oil supplies of about three months are 
normally in the pipeline between the port of embarkation and the manufac‘uring 
units. In view of this, they said, Pakistan has already imported enovgh edi- 
ble oil for nearly seven months. 
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But since the orders for about half of these supplies were believed to be 
placed at about the time when the world prices were too bullish, the per kg 
import price for these is placed higher than what was paid for the first half 
of the supplies, making the average price for the seven months supplies higher 
than what was paid for the same last year. 


But the total impact of these higher prices, in the opinion of independent 
economic experts, would not be so huge as not to respond to a correction of 
duties component (said to he Rs. 1.30 per kg) in the price of domestic 

vegetable ghee alongwith a reasonable adjustment against the GCP resources. 


Declining Trend 


As tor the remaining supplies of around five months, these experts point out 
ro the current declining trend in the world soyabean oil prices and they say 
by January next year, the country would be able to import edible oil at around 
Rs. 5.70 per kg. 


In their opinion the official machinery did not respond quickly to the expec- 
ted changes in the world prices of edible oils when the first report of bad 
crops started appearing. 


They said, the private sector, which consumes about 34 per cent of imported 
edible oils, had exhausted its sanctioned quota much before the bullish trends 
started appearing in the world edible oil market. But instead of allowing the 
private sector to obtain further supplies to cater to their installed capacity 
and thereby import edible oil at lower prices, the Government banned it from 
placing any further orders. 


It is said that by the time the Government placed the ban on the private sec- 
tor for the first quarter of the current year, the world prices of edible oil 
had already skyrocketed. 


Unpredictable 


According to private sector sources, the country has the capacity to stock 
supplies for nearly six months. But this facility is not used and orders were 
placed as and when the Finance Ministry released the required funds, whose 
periodicity was usually unpredictable. 


Before 1977, the edible oil supplies were used to be imported to the Edible 
Oil Corporation. But the present Government, in order to remove the costly 
overlapping of functions between the Edible Oil Corporation and the Trading 
Corporation of Pakistan dismantled the former and gave the exclusive right of 
importing edible oil to the TCP. 


Later, responding to the plea of the GCP that the margin charged by the TCP 


wes unnecessarily raising the cost of production, the function of importing 
edible oil was handed over to the GCP. 
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Now the private sector and the GCP each goes separately to the world market to 
negotiate their respective deals and frequently multinationals use the one to 
charge higher price from the other. When the GCP is negotiating, it is in- 
formed that the private sector contracted a deal at «ch and such price which 
is usually higher than the actual price paid by the private sector and so the 
GCP is left with no alternative but to finalise the deal at the quoted prices. 
Similarly, the private sector too is taken on a ride in the same way. Often 
both che private sector and the GCP end up paying more than the current market 
prices. 


Purchase Body 


Experts belie ve that this situation could be corrected by constituting a pur- 
chase committee with members from both the GCP and the private sector so that 
the import deals are negotiated at economic prices. 


Discussing the efficiency of the GCP these experts recalled the TV news fea- 
ture which revealed that recently (when the world prices were going up) about 
800 tons of palm oil spilled into the sea from the container on the ship be- 
cause one of its valves was leaking. These experts said that palm oil comes 
in solid form which melts at 40 degrees Centigrade and, therefore, the story 
that 800 tons of palm oil disappeared, was improbable. 


Another argument against the recent price hike in the vegetable oil prices is 
the fact that besides costly imported edible oils, locally cultivated cheaper 
oilseeds are also used in manufacture of vegetable oils. Also palm oil, which 
usually comes at half the price of soyabean oil is used rather generously. If 
the cost of the entire mix is computed the actual impact of a 100 per cent in- 
crease in imported edible oil prices gets diluted to a large extent. 


As world prices of soyabean oil have already started declining, experts esti- 
mate that by the end of the current financial year the per kg import price 
would come down to a little over last year's level. 


They thought that effecting increase in the price of vegetable oi] when worid 
prices of edible oil was expected to start declining, was actually a measure 
to raise extra revenues amounting to Rs. 3,000 million to fill partly an 
expected shortfall of about Rs. 6,000 million in the revenue budgeted for the 
current year. 
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CALL TO BRIDGE GAP IN DEFENSE PRODUCTION 
Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 16 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, Nov 29--The chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal M. Anwar 
Shamim, said here this evening that we need to make concerted efforts to 
bridge the wide gap in defence production which existed between Pakistan and 
the developed nations. 


The air chief who chaired today's session of international Seminaro on Defence 
Technology at POF Wah Cantt, said that we were living in a complex world where 
realism and idealism have often been in conflict. 


He said realism demanded an honest appraisal of national security requirements 
and technology ensured security. Thus, he said, defence technology was a 
sector of prime interest in the development of any nation. 


A basic level of indigenous production capability is a prerequisite to nation- 
al progress and sovereign existence, he added. According to him Pakistan has 
made some headway in creating an infrastructure of essential defence 
equipment. 


He said the modest steps taken by the Government of Pakistan are meant to en- 
sure the safety and security of our country. 
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SIND LEADER MOVED TO HOSPITAL 


Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 1 


[Text ] 
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LAHORE, Dec 3: President of the 
Sind Awami Tehrik Mr. Rasool Bux 
Paleejo, is suffering from severe 
disorder of thyroid gland and has 
been shifted from a cell of the Kor 
Lakhpat Jail to Albert Victor 
Hospital 

Established medical! inferences 
say that this disease may also lead 
to heart ailment 

According to knowledgeable 
sources Mr. Paleejo, who was 
shifted to hospital only three days 
ago, had complained of incisive 
pain-pricks in his entire body. He 
has been under detention for the 
last about four years. 

According to first medical report 
prepared in the jail, before Mr. 
Palee jo was shifted to the hospital, 
the disease was diagnosed very late 
and as such it may lead to various 
other complications. 

However, a two-member team of 
senior doctors — a physician and a 
surgeon — has been deputed to 
look after him. The doctors today 
completed blood test, scanning and 
X-ray procedures 
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Mr. Paleejo is being given food 
according to doctors’ prescription 
He is not allowed to take a stroll, 
being a detenu, and a police guard, 
armed with a gun, has been posted 
outside his room. 

According to details of the dis- 
ease, the secretion of thyroxine has 
been disturbed which at the initial 
Stage of treatment may take eight 
to ten weeks. The medical conclu. 
sions say that thyroid gland disor- 
der develops mainly due to tense 
mental, psychological and nervous 
system pressure. As a result of this 
disorder, alongwith heart disease, 
a number of other ailments may 
also develop as chain reactions. Th- 
ese include goitre (swelling of the 
neck), cretinism (a state of defec- 
tive mental development with bod. 
ily deformity or arrested growth) 
and exophthalmia (protrusion of 
eye-balls) 

Dr. Syed Sibtul Hassan is in- 
charge of the medical team de- 
puted for the treatment of Mr 
Paleejo 
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SURVEY REPORTS REASONS FOR FLIGHT OF TALENT 


Karachi DAWN in English 30 Nov 83 p 12 


[Text ] ISLAMABAD, Nov 29 A large survey reveals that Baluchistan did 
1umber of highly-qualified man- not have enough number of profes- 
sower of Pakistan. which includes sionals of various categories while 
scientists, doctors, engineers and the number of engineers is com- 
igricultural experts, preferred to paratively higher in Sind and 
‘ake up jobs abroad because of NWFP as compared to Punjab. Sind 
frustration caused by less attrac- has also a significant edge over 
tive working conditions at home, other provinces regarding the 
according to a recently-conducted availability of scientists while the 
Government survey Punjab is better off in the field of 

Mr A. Sattar Gill. Director, Na- iriculture”’. However, the report 
‘ional Talents Pool. a wing of the says, there is a need to follow a 
Federal Labour and Manpower balanced policy to produce profes- 
Ministrv. told a news conference sionals of various categories match- 
1ere on Sundav that all the 25.532 ing with the requirements of each 
versons including 5.52 medical province 
loctors, 9,914 engineers, 6,652 sci- The report of the survey also re- 
‘ntists and 3,445 agricultural ex- veals that the majority of these 
erts were found unhappy to work highly qualified professionals was 
it home oriented at the big cities. 

He said this called urgent probe lhe National Talent Pool has also 
into the cause to stop the brain- prepared recommendations to 
drain and utilise the services of the meet the requirements of the pro- 
talents within the country. fessionals 

PPI adds: he said the number of he National Talent Pool, Man- 
talented persons was very small as power Division, has published di- 

ompared to the size of the popula ctories of scientists, agricultural 
non of the country experts, doctors, engineers, of the 

The Director-General said: “The country 
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BRIEFS 


ENQUIRY AGAINST JATOI, OTHERS--HYDERABAD, Nov. 27--The FIA has completed in- 
vestigation against 15 big zamindars of Sukkur Division including Mr. Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, former Chief Minister of Sind It is reported that the Presi- 
dent of Pakistan during his last visit of interior of Sind received had com- 
plaints that several zamindar of Sind after enforcement of land reforms saved 
their extra lands. They had changed Khatas and transferred the extra lands to 
their relatives and other bogus names. The President on such complaints had 
ordered FIA to investigate against such zamindars and submit a report to him. 
The FIA chief deputed two teams of officers to investigate against the zamin- 
dars of Hyderabad and Sukkur Division. The FIA team for Sukkur Division has 
completed the investigation and has sent the report to federal government with 
the recommendations that zamindars and revenue officials involved in this 
racket should be tried by special military courts and the extra land should be 
confiscated. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 1] 


CONCERN OVER GHAFFAR KHAN'S DETENTION--PESHAWAR, Nov. 27--Provincial Secretary 
General of the defunct PNP Safdar Khan has expressed concern over the contin- 
ued detention of the veteran freedom fighter Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. In a 
Statement he said the Badshah Khan is neither a member of any political party 
nor has any political ambitions. At the age of 95 he is too old to cause any 
law and order problem for the government. Beside, he has not been keeping 
good health and is unable to move about without a wheel chair. As such his 
detention is most unjustified. He therefore called for his immediate release. 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Nov 83 p 6] 


SUL PRODUCTION GOES UP--GAS production from Sui field recorded an increase of 
one percent during the last financial year as compared to 1981-82. Average 
daily production in 1982-83 was more than 719 million cubic feet compared to a 
little over 712 million cubic feet in 1981-82. Of the total Sui gas produced, 
Pakistan Petroleum sold nearly 346 million cubic feet of gas per day to Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines and more than 253 million cubic feet of gas per day to 
Sui Gas Transmission Company for saie in areas south of Sui up to Karachi and 


Quetta. Gas supply to both the transmission systems in 1982-83 was higher 
than in 1981-82. More than 69 million cubic feet of gas per day was also sup- 
plied in 1982-82 to Gudu Thermal Power Station for the generation of power. 


Sui gas production currently accounts for three-fourths of the total gas pro- 
duced in the country. [Text] [Karachi PROGRESS in English Nov 83 p 1] 











PARTY CHIEF DECLARED ABSCONDER--QUETTA, Nov 30--The chief of the defunct Pakh- 
toonkhwa National Awami Party Mr. Mahmud Khan Achakzai has been declared ab- 
sconder. He seems to have gone underground after October 7 incident of firing 
on a crowd in Quetta, resulting in the death of four and injury to seven per- 
sons. The police had registered a case of creating riots, attempt to murder 
and interference in the performance of official duties. The court will hear 
his case in absentia. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 4] 


SPECIALISTS TO EXAMINE BIZENJO--QUETTA, Nov 30--A team of medical specialists 
led by the Head of ENT Department of Bolan Medical College and Civil Hospital, 
Quetta. Dr. Mahmud Reza has been sent to Mashkey to examine Mr. Ghous Bux 
Bizenjo, defunct PNP chief who is currently detained there and suffering from 
serious ENT ailments. After obtaining the advice of medical specialists the 
Government will decide on future line of action for his treatment. [Text] 
(Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14] 


NOORANI ON ELECTIONS--HYDERABAD, Nov 30--The chief of the defunct JUP Maulana 
Shah Ahmad Noorani said here on Wednesday that the country could only be saved 
by holding elections in 1984 under 1973 Constitution. Addressing lawyers at 

District Bar Room here the Maulana said that those elected on non-party basis 
would be simply puppets and absolutely ineffective but those elected on party 
basis would certainly hold the authorities accountable for their deeds. He 

expressed grave concern over the situation obtaining in Sind and paid tributes 
to those who had made tremendous sacrifices for restoration of democracy. He 
also paid tributes to the members of the Bar of Lahore who, he said, were of- 
fering arrests every day and commended the sacrifices of the lawyers in fur- 

thering the cause of democracy. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 83 p 14] 


GOVERNMENT TO BUY RIGS--DR. ASSAD ISLAMABAD, Dec. 2--ihe Government will pur- 
chase rugs to accelerate the oil exploration in the country and in this re- 
gard negotiations are in progress with Islamic Bank and Asian Development 
Bank, this was disclosed by the Minister of State for petroleum Dr. Muhammad 
Assad Khan, in an airport interview. The Minister said that to meet the in- 
creasing energy requirements long as well as short term plans were chalked out 
by the Government. Responding to a question, Dr. Muhammad Assad Khan said 
that Pirkoh reservoirs will go into production next month. [Text] [Karachi 
BUSINESS RECORDER in English 3 Dec 83 p 1] 


EFFORTS FOR WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY--The Anjuman Islamia Pakistan has chalked out 
plans for the establishment cf a private women university in Karachi. Ex- 
plaining the details of the plan, Maulvi Riazuddin Ahmed, the Founder of the 
Anjuman, told Press conference that he had discussed the establishment of the 
women university with the Vice-Chanceilor of the Karachi University. In this 
regard, Maulvi Riazuddin Ahmed urged the Directorate of Technical Education to 
hand-over to the Anjuman the vacant 15-room building at the Jinnah Polytechnic 
Institute to scart the postgraduate classes to begin with. He said the Anju- 
man plans to open the women university at it's Jinnah College campus and in 
this regard demanded of the government to return the Jinnah College to the 
Anjuman for the purpose. He said that the Federal Education Minister has also 
been approached with regard to the establishment of women university in Kara- 
chi, which, he pointed out, was the pressing need for the time. Maulvi 














Diazuddin Ahmed said that finances were no problem for the Anjuman in the 
opening of the university. What was needed were the return of its buildings, 
he added. [Text] |Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 3 Dec 83 p 3] 


EDITOR RELEASED FROM PRISON--RAWALPINDI, Dec 3--Mr. Rafi Butt, the Chief Edi- 
tor of a local Urdu daily “Haider” was today set free by the police. Mr. Butt 
was picked up by Rawalpindi police from his residence on Oct 18 last. No spe- 
cific reason of his arrest was given by the police. Mr. Butt was later shif- 
ted to the hospital because of his illness. Mr. Zamir Nafees, who acted as 
Editor of the paper during Mr. Butt's absence, and other staff of "Haider" to- 
day thanked all those who had extended moral support to the paper during this 
period. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 1] 


STATEMENT ABOUT BIHARIS' REPATRIATION CONDEMNED--Some more reactions to the 
Sindhi intellectual, Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah's statement opposing the repat- 
riation of stranded Biharis to Pakistan were received in the newspaper offices 
yesterday. Syed AfzalHusain, Senior Vice-President of Tehrik-i-Ittehad, Paki- 
stan, in hls statement said the Sind Government should take notice of the 
“tendentious and sweeping allegations" made by Mr. Mustafa Shah against the 
Bihari community. In a joint statement, Dr. Habibur Rahman Khan, Mr. S. M. 
Rifaqatullah and others of the Pak. Muslim Association urged the Government to 
ignore the opposition and arrange speedy repatriation of "Biharis" from 
Bangladesh. Mr. Azad Bin Haider, in a rejoinder to Prof. Ghulam Mustafa Shah, 
said "Mr. Shah has tried to damage the prestige of Sind and has forgotten that 


it was Sind who invited the Biharis to Sind. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
4 Dec 83 p 4] 


LEADER ON PARTIES IN ISLAM--Maulana Syed Mohammad Shah Amroti, convener of the 
MRD, has said that in an [slamic set-up, there is no bar to the formation and 
working ot political parties. In a statement on Friday, he cautioned the peo- 
ple against getting involved in questions of purely academic nature. Unneces- 
Sary controversies he pointed out, were being raised by the bureaucracy and 
vested interests to divert the public attention from the main demand, namely, 
tne removal of Martial Law. The longer the Martial Law was retained, the 
risks posed to national unity and integrity would become more potent, he said 
and added that Martial Law and Islam could not co-exist. [Text] [Karachi DAWN 
in English 4 Dec 83 p 4] 


[SLAMABAD-QUETTA FLIGHTS~--The PIA wiil introduce a new twice weekly flight 
from Islamabad to Quetta via Peshawar, Dera Ismail Khan, and Zhob from Dec ll. 
The Baluchistan Governor, Lt-Gen, Rahimuddin Khan, who will perform the open- 
ing ceremony of the newly-built Zhob airport, will also receive the inaugural 
PIA flight at Zhob. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 p 4] 


CONCERN OVER BIZENJO'S HEALTH--The MRD, Karachi Zone, yesterday expressed its 
"deep concern" at the sustained loss of hearing by Mr. Ghous Bux, Bizenjo, 
President of the defunct Pakistan National Party (PNP), detained at Mashkey 
Rest House in Baluchistan. The meeting held with Hakim Jamaluddin in the 
chair, pointed out that Mashkey was a far-off, deserted place where facilities 
of water and electricity were not availiable and, besides, the Rest House 
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itself was in a dilapidated condition. "To keep a seriously ailing person of 
the stature of Mr. Bizenjo in such object living conditions is an affront to 
the nation, and tor anything that may happen to the great leader the Govern- 
ment will be responsible", it warned. The Karachi MRD demand that Mr. Bizenjo 
be immediately shifted to Karachi for proper care and treatment. It also sta- 
ted the "ill-treatment" being allegedly meted out to Mr. Fazil Rahu, a leader 
of the Sind Awami Tehrik, in jail. Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 


p 4] 


PPP LEADER SENTENCED--ATTOCK, Dec 3--A Summary Military Court of Rawalpindi 
Division has sentenced Mr. Ahmed Waheed Akhtar, leader of defunct Pakistan 
People's Party, to one-year imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 30,000. Mr. Ahmed 
Waheed Akhtar had courted arrest. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 4 Dec 83 
p 14] 


MRD DEPLORES PRICE INCREASE--The Karachi MRD at its meeting on Thursday de- 
plored the increase in vegetable ghee prices and demanded its immediate 
withdrawal. Through another resolution the MRD Described the present anti- 
narcotic campaigning as ‘fake’ and declared that the narcotics business was 
continuing unabated. It also alleged that narcotic pedlars were being pro- 
tected by officials and were put under detention to hide them from public eye. 
Through another resolution, the MRD deplored jail term and lashes to PNP 
leader, Mr Jamal Nasir Baluch. It termed the reported "apology" news of po- 
litical workers, as baseless. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 6] 


PRINTING PRESS IN QUETTA SEALED--QUETTA, Dec 1--The city police sealed a 
printing press, Jico Printers, here on Wednesday and took into custody three 
persons, including the proprietor, on charges of printing objectionable ma- 
terial. The police sources told PPI that among those arrested were Zahid 
Hussain, proprietor, and two workers of the press, Pervez and Ashraf. The 
sources said the police raided the press and caught the Manager and the press 
workers red-handed while printing objectionable material. The objectionable 
printed material, seized from the press, included a booklet entitled "BSO Ke 
Siasi programme", "Ittehad-o-Amli Jido Juhd Keliey" and another printed poster 
entitled "Salute to the martyrs of Oct 7", published by MRD and NAP Pushtoon- 
khwa. A case has been registered under Martial Law Regulation. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 20] 


MANY COTTON WORKERS .JJOBLESS--MULTAN, Dec 1--Some of the ginning factories in 
Multan region have reportedly been closed down due to the damage to cotton 
crop. Consequently, thousands of employees and labourers have become jobless. 
Meanwhile, the Mazdoor unions and public circles here have demanded jobs for 
the unemployed workers. According to reports here, the farmers of Muzaffar- 
garh District, whose cotton crop has been damaged, have been exempted from 
paying Ushr. This decision was announced at an emergency meeting of the Dis- 
trict Zakat and Ushr Committee, Muzaffargarh. According to reliable sources 
here, the cotton crop in an area of about 8,000 acres in Muzaffargarh District 
has been damaged. [Excerpt] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 20] 


JUL, JUP AGREEMENT APPROVED--KHANPUR, Dec 1--Maulana Mohammad Abdullah Darkh- 
wasti has approved unity pact among defunct Jamiat Ulema Islam, Jamiat Ulema 
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Pakistan and Jamiat Ahlehadith and signed the pact on Thursday. This was dis- 
closed here by Central Secretary Information of Jamiat, Ulema Islam, Maulana 
Zahidur Rashid. He said that Secretary-General of his party, Maulana Obaidul- 
lah Anwar, has been authorised to nominate five members of the Jamiat for the 
joint central body of the new organisation. On the occasion, Maulana Darkh- 
wasti observed that his party always, supported cooperation and unity among 
[slam-loving parties in order to fight for introduction of Islamic system and 
protection of the faith in Khatm-i-Nabawwat. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
2 Dec 83 Pp 24] 


UMAR ASGHAR'S DISMISSAL CRITICIZED--LAHORE, Dec 1--Mian Khurshid Mahmud 
Kasuri, Central Information Secretary of the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqlal termed 
the dismissal of Prof. Umar Asghar Khan of the Punjab University as an act of 
mere political victimisation. In a statement issued today the TI leader ob- 
served, since Mr Umar was son of Air Marshal (Retd) Asghar Khan, such an 
action was taken against him. According to the statement Mr Umar Asghar was 
currently writing a doctoral thesis for Cambridge University on the develop- 
ment of trade union movement in Pakistan. In that capacity, for a close ob- 
servation on the subject, he was, no doubt, present on the occasion of a la- 
bour meeting held in the month of October at the Lahore railway station, but 
his presence did not mean that Mr Umar incited the labour against the Govern- 
ment, Mian Kasuri maintained. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 24] 


LEADER ON JUP GOALS-~PESHAWAR, Dec 1--Mr. Iqbal Haider, Additional Secretary 
of MRD and Acting Chairman of the defunct Quami Mahazi-i-Azadi, said here on 
Thursday that the defunct JUP, agreeing with the basic four points of MRD, had 
given an assurance participation in the current movement for restoration of 
democracy in the country. He said that whatever verbal assurances were ziven 
by the defunct JUP Chief, Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani, were being put into 
practice. This assurance was given by Maulana Noorani at a formal meeting 
with the Additional Secretary-General in Karachi recently. He said further 
that after talks with the Government the defunct JUP was convinced that the 
regime had no intention to hand over power to elected representatives cf peo- 
ple. Addressing a Press conference on the eve of his departure for Karachi, 
Mr. Iqbal Haider read out a lengthy statement stressing that the MRD struggle 
would continue. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 2 Dec 83 p 24] 


NASRULLAH ON MEETING PAGARA--MULTAN, Dec. 1--Nawabzada Nasrullah Kh hief of 
the defunct Pakistan Jamhoori Party, said Pir Pagara, chief of the | .sistan 
Muslim League, could meet him as a political colleague or friend but Nawabzada 
was not ready to see him as a messenger of the present martial law government, 
or a motivator of a new alliance of pro-government parties. According to a 
PDP spokesman, the Nawabzada said dialogues with the government on principles 
could not be held at any cost, and he would neither leave the MRD nor change 
his friends. The Nawabzada alleged that the government was paving the way 
through its favourite parties and through the government controlled Press and 
other media. He returned a gift of cigars with thanks to the government, say- 
ing he likes only huqqah. Pir Pagara also sent him a gift of special cigars, 
which he returned using the same excuse. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM ir Eng- 
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